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by the simple exercise of faith in Christ crucifièd. 
Whatever may be the depth ef man’s penitential sorrow, 
the correctness of his moral conduct, the intensity of 
his desire to please and enjoy God, or the earnestness 
and importunity of his prayers, he is not accepted and 
regenerated till he believes in Christ. It jis only when 
he trusts in Christ that forgiveness is sealed upon his 
conscience, and the sin that dwelleth in him ceases 
to have the dominion. There is an inseparable con
nexion between these blessings. No man can receive 
one without the other. * Yet in the order of nature jus
tification is first vouchsafed. It is indeed absurd to 
suppose that the Holy Ghost will so renew us in the 
spirit of our minds as to make us partakers of the di
vine nature, while we remain under the curse of God’s 
violated lav#. But when we are “ accepted in the Be
loved,’* there is no “ charge” against us ; we are as 
fully justified as if we had never committed a single 
sin, and had actually fulfilled all righteousness ; and 
nence there is nothing to hinder the communication of 
the Holy Spirit in all his plenitude of regenerat
ing power. This salvation is matter of personal con- 
sciousnesss. There is the Spirit of adoption in the 
believing heart, crying, “Abba, Father and perma
nently happy are the men whom the Son thus makes 
free by an application of his blood, and the mighty 
working of the Holy Ghost.

Little did Mr. Wesley and the few devout pébple 
who met with him a hundred years ago in a private 
house in Aldersgate-etreet, imagine what important 
results would arise from the events of that evening. 
From that hour he was a new man. He found what 
he had long desired, a conscience câlm and tranquil ; 
and a heart purified from sin. Up to that period he 
had wearied himself in ineffectual struggles to gain the 
mastery over the evils of his own nature. His sinceri
ty and his outward conduct were indeed unimpeacha
ble ; for the gratuitous insinuation, that he was guilty 
of some immoral act in Georgia, which has been re
cently advanced by a biographer of his friend Mr. 
Whitcfield, I will venture to affirm was never pre
viously heard of ; yet he painfully feared that he was 
not inwardly holy : he was not prepared to die. But 
now the prevailing disposition of his heart was that of 
heavenly love, connected with the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding. Long had he accustomed 
himself to fasting and prayer; he had carefully studied 
all the arguments in favour of natural and revealed 
religion ; he had collected the finest devotional com
positions, !»oth in prose and verse, and repeated them 
upon his knees with great seriousness and sincerity ; 
yet after all he felt himself to be the slave of unbelief, 
of the fear which hath torment, and of various inward 
evils. “ But now” says he, “ I always conquered.” 
He had reproved sin, and warned the wicked, from a 
sense of duty ; but now he loved the souls of men 
with a yearning pity, like that of his Saviour. It was 
his intention to bury himself for life in the retirement 
of his college ; but now his heart expanded in univer
sal charity. He saw that Ihere was something in 
Christianity which meets^ the wants of the world ; 
this substantial good he longeai to make known ; and 
he soon began to offer this salvation, in all its magni

tude and freeness, to condemned felons, to -inurt» ef 
every grade ; and many “ rejoiced for theconsoig. 
tioo.”

At first he was weak in faith ; but he was greatly 
strengthened and encouraged by a visit to Hen*!*, 
and his conversation there with several inteiipgj 
members of the Moravian Church, “ who warn * 
Christ before him.” He was happily compelled by 
the force of circumstances to violate that canonical or
der which was a direct infringement upon the liberty 
wherewith Christ had made his people free, by 
preaching this salvation in the open air, in prim» 
houses/in barns, in town-halls, and other nnronsene 
ted places, sanctioned by the example of the Lori sad 
the Apostles. In the same manner he was led to «wy 
the assistance of Preachers on whose heads Episcopal 
hands had never been laid. To make this salvatioa 
known to the widest possible extent was the one holi
ness of his subsequent life. His ministry, his author
ship, his disciplinary arrangements, had all reference 
to this one great end. In recommending this salva
tion he patiently endured opposition and diseeursf»- 
meats of unexampled severity ; for he felt that fra 
object which he had in view immensely outweighed 
every personal Consideration ; and when laid upon the 
bed of death, the Lord whose mercy he had knew 
and preached for more than fifty yeans was still " al ' | 
his salvation, and all bis desire.”

How many persons have been saved by hia iaatt* 
mentality, directly, and indirectly, within*the last alp» i 
tury, the day of the Lord will declare. .Now «B i 
deny that his labours have exerted a powerful iflâa* j 
ence both upon the established Church and the diflhr j 
ent bodies of Dissenters. In the present day HM 
than a million of-people, scattered over the four quar
ters of the globe, have adopted the discipline which 
he recommended to guard and foster the work rf, 
God ; and perhaps five times that number attend I 
ministry which he was a means of providing. “ Be
hold how great a matter a little fire kindleth !” To 
what extent the laboure of this great man will be a 
means of good in future ages, the divine mind oafy 
can foresee. But whatever that good may be, ike 
elements of it all are to lie traced to the change which 
took place in his heart in the little meeting in Aide*»- 
gate-street. Had he not found peade with ^God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, he would never have 
been an itinerant and a field Preacher ; nor would he 
ever have been the means of effecting that revival of 
religion ; the fruits of which are visible in the leogtk 
and breadth of the land among all denominations f 
Christians, and in some of the remotest nation» offre 
earth. Nothing but the love of Christ, shed »bw^ 
in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him, could 
have prompted him to undertake the gigantic labour» 
in which his life was spent ; nor have enabled hi» » 
bear up under the violence and mockery of mobs, aad 
the bitter contumely that was heaped upon him fro» 
the press.

That the Methodist body tenaciously adhere to tboir 
original doctrine of free, present, and conscious #1» 
tion from sin by faith in the Lord Jesus, is matter 0* 
sincere congratulation. Upon the faithful preachinf 
of this doctrine the Lord of the harvest at P**"* ;


