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CHAPTER XXIX.
A BREAK IN THE CLOUDS,

wa

thought w Lhat
furing ti

had never seen her look so well as this
3

}

er had made h
osely than usnal. 5
him as hi~ own grand
been, Nothing |

hild m

g

to go ioto eternity unprepared and un

moment from her side. But as he
turned away and lo: ht of her h

he thought. * Something will un
doubtedly take care of her!”
Maresila went on her w

gpirits. The effort to reas
Daly had reacted upoun herself and all
realization of dauger had left her.

he were nervous, or ruaning out of
anvbody's way. At the axt turn of
sar and horse stand
ing, as if waiting for some one, and

he notic

the road she

1 as she passed that she did

)t know the driver, who was standing

by the roadside whi
nuach
net

le the hor

d the grass, idly plucking at
of the lance like leaves of th
withering flag-lilies. At rapproach
ha averted his face and almost turned
his back upon her.

At this
and struck out over a piece of vividly
colored moorland skirted by black bog
on the side where it swept across to the
mountaing. About half a mile along

the wooden walls of her hospital catch
ing the gieam of the sun, but the in
tervening space between her and them
was lone

not a cabhin, nor a living thing in
sight. So well known was it to Mar
cella that its loneliness did not strike
har was simply an interesting bit
f her daily walk in which the land
scape always took a peculiarly
expression. A little further on there
vas a wide, dark pool of irreguls

clouds kept looki

n 1l antmation to th litud
Just bafore 7 to thi 1 by the
| ed wh path d
| her 1¢ stood still
e
| sh ure larki bek L
| the ik bushes Ihen st
| ; Sii s
wal 1 1 a [t i e thinkil sh
wa Il mor nervou 1
I 1to | 1 § \
| m rious figures i v
| N
1 bu 1 1 1 p L AUoLl i (11 ]
TR nd 1bt tha
fa y had d her no trick
i 1 1 on the 1
1 po \ ( i
ymeutar rh i
f 1
In an instar reme 1
v 1 \ It of hex
g visitor, and ¢

it vd ruined her.

utteced prayer in her
ed standing quit tll

within range of the assassin'’

gun, if assassin this should be, and t

wurn to fly or run about wildly would

only be to provoke his ang
hurry his work. A few secouds |
during which she seemed to have

a century. What was he waiting for ?

Why did he not fire? Her
bacoming active in, ¢

rom the first shock., She looked aud

listened intently, and preseuntly sav
hing hzure stir. It di

movement, and in an instant it flashed

upon her that this was not a person
who could ivjure her, but one who was
in need of her help. Getting to

otn

man half hidden there was lying on

his face in an attitude of mortal pain,

and that the gun she had perceived
sped in his haud, but was

was not g
resting harmlessly against a sturdy
stem of a stunted tree in the thicket,

Making up her mind, from several
3 she had learned to know well,
that this was a case of the fever, she
hurried back to the point of the road
where she had seen a car waiting.

The driver was still standing where
s

she had left him, but stared at her
strangely as she approached. She ex-
plained quickly that a man was lying
ill about fifty yards away and that sho
hoped he would convey him to the hos
pital.

““Tam engaged,” he answered, ‘I
am waiting for my fare, I cannot
leave this spot.”

‘1t will not keep you long,"” she
pleaded. ‘‘ You may still be in time
for your fare.”

He stared at her again still more

p | strangely and gave a look up the road

by which she had come. Then he
stood a few moments irresolute, and
| inally took 1

| began leadi h mgo1
| land where there was no way for a
| only a footpath.

g it over the roug

“The joltin' will ruin my n

mbled, but s he wed her

When t 10 to tl whore

man lay 1 turn n

back wi hrown
pward. He seemed to have

into a stupor. 'l driver, on socing

him, made a curio

exclamation, and

feqared that l-mulu n fright of the fever,

ol X anhn(‘ x(uu, tor God’s -alm

As Father Daly turned back when a is not 8o contag
‘aw perches up the path, and saw her
ing her hand to him, he remarked
within himself that he had never seen
her look so fair aud sweet as on this
paricular morning. 5She wore a very
dark blue dress, many shades darker

than the heather, with something
rimson in her hat, and the old man's
had improved
iths, that Bryan

The idea of davger hovering round
n notice her more
19 was as dear to
ht have
the impossible
alternative of allowing a troubled soul

was in bed and had been attended
Marcella went to look

shriven would have drawn him at that | ¥
for the moment,

felt himselt suddenly sharing her
happy presentiment. *‘She is right,”

;un, which was probably
with no
abatement of her uousually good
ure Father

anywhere to be

ha walked quickly, but not as though H1~- 1.-m1 eF Wert

oint her way left the road

un', w see nui pu'\ y ~mu to die

he |[v!LH hs x-uls Lm rx.
[t

this level strip of land she could sce y
rmu! not Iurmmu.umcmv d with.

The doctor's opinion was a bad one.
Marcella walked up and down outside
the hospital with Father )
t f.‘ 18 caze which powerfully
Thvm was a strained

y in the extreme. 'There was

pathetic

1 edges, into which

AY l am the Hllm’——

y of the bush she saw that the

r evenings lengthening.

even the man who was

ency was dismissed to have some sleep
Marcella took her
as nightwatch,
had undertaken

such a way as not to alarm him,
writing to him from
beside a fever
might she not have to write to him be-

(\nly be on her side ! She wrapped her

physical disorder,

After midnight the patient l‘]\l‘]v 'd
his eyes and began to
cella fell on her knees and hqunml
life or death were to

his horse by the head and | ;

appeared so bewildered that Marcella | | strong man always in attendance, to
| control physically the frenzy of the
patieut which she was powerless to
soothe ; and fled out on the moor in
; the breaking dawn to wrestle with he

. | impatience, to cry aloud to beaven for
ia light to guide her in this cruel

emergency .

out cne gane word?
aith and courage bheen so tried

ide whether b
a heacon

ingly and go out? By pr
alone, end if
why,

and for
not to ot
seemed to

ive everythi

The

g th

bedside

t her exceptional interest in this p
ticular case of the sickness. Seeir

that 1t would be es
to die without
them, Thedoctor told her that she

olish, was wearing
had naver counselled luu acti
1 night-nurse, Henoticed ac
ngth,

li. . r.ﬂ.a»ul 1ences if

I't
\

itherto sac

to catch the fever

{ o ) W ot U 1l\ LS | a.
Father Daly exhorted, command
iarvelled It geemed to him
t M her ow h, 1
0 bime
Vi ie for the lite of

strang

r whom chai

8 to his entreaties she simply
ok her head aud kept her place
re was something working within
v which he failed to see or touch
He began to th lul\ that her extraordin

he felt safer a

where else.

terror coming so quickly upon he
former almost reckless darir

Mo upon her

hat the long

y: & s B
t nxious always, for I
X yves, 1 know, I Kk n
v thinl h 1 m
| G 1 sad plied
1 n I I ]
ay or I 1 y
» M ghe said
X| i ou hour mid
I'hen Iv ere
i a
1 T (
> ol !
1 a
Oh, I Daly, if I d d

aven's sake tell me.
roubling you?’

1iyed back and forward w
her hands pressing each oth
whole body expressed at once her long-
ing to speak and her effort to be silent

and looked him steadily in the face.

it 1

No, I will not tell, solon

Daly.

will be

angel’s wing had across her
rned y to de-
part and leave her alone with her

face, she ¢

marvelling ; while Marcella sat motion-

breathe as the hours went past and the
patient lay wrapped in a life giving
slumber.

some time past, and all the other cases
now in the hospital were convalescent,

The present patient had been put in a

shed by himself, and his nurse was

alone as she watched through that

night by his bed. A small shaded
lamp burned in a corner so that the
light could not reach him, and Marcelia

sat in an arm-chair wrapped in a large

rug, her wide-open eyes fixed on the

window beyond which a star was vis-
ible between the dividing folds of the
curtain. She dared mnot let her
thoughts run before the present mo-
ment ;  all her mind was concentrated
in endurance. When morning came
she stole away and took measures to
endure the continuance of quiet, so
that the long slumber of the sufferer
might not be prematurely broken

then she lay down to rest
close by, appropriated to her own use.

Late in the afternoon he still slept, and

Marcella having recovered her strer '!h I

in a spot

bed as bufore.

1 lv-;.',\n‘\‘ her fingers di
as she plaited the mu
apron she w

a little seated herself, refreshed,

am from the sm

with some

neec

ace was

1 not trex
frills of the
for one of her

It he should die in her bands with
Nover had her

uow, How was she to rewain quiet
ud trustful in  God's Providence
through all the hours that were to
r new-sprung hope
ht, or only a wan
dering fire that would flicker madden

in her prayer she raved,
heaven would have pity en her,
would know all she had wanted to ay,
she ought
sight of sunrise
give her new hope, ard she
went back with cutward calm to take
up her watch again at the stranger’s

I'be people around began to wonder
ar
he surprize in their eyes she tried to
iccount tor it, saying that this was a
-tranger, that noone knew his friends,
cially sad were he
ving some clue to

herself out, \Htl
ARZe 1n

1d would not answer

)W

iropped into her hands, For all

ry acrion was due to pauic, that she
iad got a dead of her home, a fear of
being attacked there, thatin reality
t this bedside thau any-

And yet such sudden unreasoning

g per-
plexed him. \ fear grew within him
tell-

mind
uelly one
n

Her
At last she conquered her agitation

is a hope for his life. Now go, Father
ill come back. You

t n
pale light on her brows, as if an

work. KEntirely baftled, he went home

less at her post, scarcely daring to

The scourge had been abating for
Ll (-]

she had not recognized him, that
wi ]

girls. There was'a strange sweetness
on her downcast eyelids, the after-
gleam of much prayer, the sign of a
faith that can live while waiting upon
hope. So the patient sa
first unclosed his eyes and looked
around him Before she chanced to
Y in and towards him, he shut
iin, and pretended still to sleep

while observing her.
After a while she was conscious

eyvs

he was awake aod watching her,
by no sign ml she betray that she wa
aware of b s0 studied
corners of his narrow eyes
of the expression flitting
unde

ha

g0 pure and st
£0 pure a f

whi head-dress, t
ment of her hands
ith which she adjust
1er work with her fine finger-tips
eful iguare wi
square white apron smoothed acro
breast. Accustomed to be walcl
and suspicious, he saw nothi
picture hefore
the most soothing thoug
he did not know her, could not i
where he was, but when >n~ raised hex
eyes with their peculiar glance, tl
he recognized her,

Not until the next morning did he
admit that he was conscious of wnat
was going on around and in the
meantime he watched, and took note ot
ev hing with the iness of a de
tectl” e.

A Marcella came
ing near with all ti was need
his comfort, bringing him
n he

7ers wher 15 ¢

admired her

and went, he

own hai v.- lv a

ding ti

and hushing eve

und t isturb him, Was
“,|‘.-’H_ usly LWar tl t b
h been placed upon her trial, ti

e was lergoing hi (

amination, ¢

ks 01 ly,
naps to X
reelf aund to conf
of the identity of thi

eneiny v 2
ivered into Iw‘l‘ hands. And
tray herself might frustrate the
efforts she was .n:uu:';; 1d had yet to
make,

She controlled herself to meet with a
sant smile of encouragement thosc
reacherous eyes that bhad so sickened
her with horror when she had fir
them in the witness-box, to
bounties without shuddering
cruel hands that had filled her with
such fear. She tried to forget for the

moment what he was

t seen

nly, t a er 1

to win his gr i'll‘l( er services, t(
touch his congcience, had o1 L
her good \\'111.

Oua the third day of his con
nee he found himselt
estions whict

of his mind had bec trang
ven before | e v I to
ticulate them
\ o1 are very good 1

and I t ) hy !

n wondering [ came to

hera

‘nst set down the vess

rom w he |
I wili i i h (
1 rve |
“You ind 1 1
us on I !
U W u
y found
1 ) o )
uri
0N Wwe l-- -
le his par
country had it ry
badly,"

He watched her narrowly all the
time she was speaking, and whe
had finished he drew a breath of re
lief.

ey ,,.;‘ I am a stre I
said. ‘1 was walkiong this part «
country, for my holiday, 1 ]
ed in Dut as a clerk, and l do
often ¢ holidav., I had got a
shooti )

[ was so busy wit
mind [ tried
afterwa but wh
it nobody could fiad
must have boen stolen, 1 lm;»: it
not a valuable gun.”

“Well, it was worth a good deal r~
me. Still, I am lucky to have got o
with my life. Isuppose thisisthe hos
pital 1 heard about, put up by Mrs,
Kilmartin for the fever. It was a cap
ital idea. Only for it I'd be dead.”
Presently he added: ‘¢ Are you
one of the nurses ?"

o \'(,’HI ”

‘‘You are not the same as the others,
You look like a lady.
“Tam Mrs Kilmartin 4
‘‘Nonsense. You're joking
Catch her putting herself in the way of
infection ! Ladies don't do that when

He turned his head away impatient-
ly, as if anuoyed at being joked with,
and Marc ranged  his pillows
without another word and went and
sat down at a little distance with her

those that hate you,’

came to her for
time with clearness :

1
{
w hér when he

such a feoling,

The police would have

'“1.<,1x..m\

ounce round his

confession
but at least her evidence of his attack
upon herself would go far to prove that
the secret society had really been Kil-
martin’s enemy, and that her husband
was, as he had protested, the victim of
If this was the utmost
could hope to obtain by his arrest now,
how cruel she had been to herself,
needlessly she had aggravated her own
r sufferings in the matter,
ithme. | to watch
dread of his too speedy r(c'\u) and
See san ke (8. tn‘usl\ h‘Llhl‘.H how soon she ought to

)y C p it call on Father Daly to share her secret
and her responsibility, to give her his
countenance and advice,

a plot.

the convalescent was certainly
gaining less strength than might have

work. She was afraid to look up, or
almost to breathe for some time utm
fearful of betraying her
In this first encouater
had got the advantage. He belioved ’

!
v
satisfaction. |

S as

yet

without fear of det
| now encourage |

i She must not for one momeant relax t}
affort t Nt

fo and unsuspected, and !

§ { only too soon be able to rigse up and de-
might remain where he \\.u \'r.-v well M,} i \ s i

Let her

12 of security,

rel:

to hide the t¢

impatienca with which ) Py
him inspired hor, but rather tr
16 and ) lino 3
tod i yointed
) i
herself i n epirit I'he
mea \ ‘

been expected as a result of the abund-
wnt care that had been bestowed upon
Ha did not appear to have got
ud yet he coughed incessantly.
3r, he did not himself
lu'\(' any lnul was qm.‘ satisfied with

§ felt that he should

¢

him
cold :
she knew she | Of

he f his

him which would

intorests of the society to
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The discovery ¢
the hospital, aud
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chance w
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personal minist
under the v
he would die in
While her 1
perplexity anc
with passiona
thoughts were
of a group O
slowly out ol
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up in her. H
returning, an
was it merely
patient, or
die? And ye
at the last he
He was broug
aid again in |
hastily sumino
restored to
broken a blood
but he was u
perhaps weeks
who had foun
upon the way
““You have
self, my
the patient
‘“ Why were )
and bring on
¢ 1 thought
and that it
trouble enoug
going to gi
the matter w
“] am 80
have been i
past. Is it
know it? 1
you have do
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The patier
tes and then
““You are
the truth 7"
¢ Certainl
betore, only
chance. I
the matter ¢
not now live
—though it
When the
over aud he
the patient
‘¢ Look he
all as it o
I'm bound t
to say aga

port
the |

can pick
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doctor, p
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