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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
BY REV. WILLIAM DEMOUY, D. D.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
EFJPHANY

THE SANCTITY O’l MARRIAGE
H — -------------—------- — - wedding In

( ana or Galilee : and the Mother of Jesus
“At that lime theic was 
aria or Ualiloe: ariii t' 

wax there. (Johu it, l.l

The very presence of Jeaua was 
sanctifying ; no one in any sense 
disposed toward grace could be near 
Him and not come under His influ
ence. The attractiveness of Jesus 
brought soul* to Him in all their 
purity ; in fact, it was only the 
pure, and those who, though once 
stained, were repentant, that were 
attracted by Him. The wicked, at the 
time He walked the earth, as today, 
scoffed at Him and approached Him 
only from wicked motives. For this 
reason they neither gained His 
favor nor received His sanctifying 
grace. No one can be an enemy of 
God and receive His divine grace 
while continuing in sin. There 
must be a complete change before 
grace can abide with the sinner ; for 
it expels sin as the sun does dark
ness.

But Christ by His presence did 
not sanctify people only ; for places 
and things were sanctified by Him 
as well. What places are more hal
lowed today than the scenes of 
Christ’s life and passion ? What 
earthly object is more sanctified 
than the cross upon which He died ? 
We see the effoet of the power He 
instilled in things, espeeially in the 
sacraments. In all of them there 
is something material, some visible 
sign which, when placed as ordered 
by Him, is the means of life-giving 
grace flowing into our souls. In the" 
Gospel of this Sunday, the Fathers 
are wont to see an instance of the 
sanctifying presence of Jesus at a 
wedding-feast. By His presence at 
this marriage, the contract received 
a sacredness which He had pro
nounced belongs to it. And it was 
not this marriage alone that He 
sanctified, but all Christian mar
riages.

Marriage was not a sacrament in 
the Old Law. Nay, it even had lost 
its primal sanctity. God permit
ting exceptions to the rule He 
established regarding it, because of 
the wickedness and hardness of 
heart of so many of the people. 
But this lenient permission of God 
in the case of marriage, as in many 
other customs and ceremonies of 
the Old Law, was not to last. When 
the fulness of time would have 
come, marriage would not only be 
made as it was in the beginning, 
but it would receive an additional 
dignity—it would become a sacra
ment. This work Christ was to 
perform, and He clearly -made it 
known that He did so, and indi
cated evidently, that it must be 
monogamie. The husband and wife 
united in lawful marriage were to 
be husband and wife as long as they 
both lived. It was only the death 
of one that could permit another 
marriage of the other. There 
would be times perhaps when they 
would separate—specifically if one 
of the parties were guilty of adult
ery—but neither of the parties 
could enter into a new marriage as 
long as both were alive. Nothing 
but death severs the ties of matri
mony—a union that God has made 
and sanctified—"what God has 
joined together let no man put 
asunder.”

Aias, how much the world has 
separated from this law of God, 
and set up one of its own ! What 
city is without its divorce courts, 
where men and women daily 
attempt to sever the links that God 
has eternally welded? We cannot 
exactly blame these courts for their 
existence ; but we must blame the 
people who have brought it about 
that their presence is required. 
Upon what slight complaints and 
petty grievances of the one and the 
other these sacred ties are pro
nounced broken ! What a mockery 
to have said to take each other for 
better or for worse ! Above all— 
and this is the greatest of all 
divorce evils—what a defiance of 
God’s law, that law that is wise, 
that is eternal ! What a disobedi
ence to His commands !

The principal ends in matrimony 
are mutual help and the procreation 
of children. The possibilities of a 
divorce proceeding destroys them. 
Rather than mutual help, we see 
disgusting egotism ; rather than 
the procreation and education of 
children, we see marriage used for 
tHfc lowest end man and woman can 
propose to themselves, and children 
roaming the world parentless and 
homeless. It has gone to such 
extremes in many cases that not 
even the existence of angelic little 
ones—the rich fruit of a union—will 
hold man and wife together. The 
home is being replaced by a room in 
a hotel or a little quarter in an 
apartment house. And, unfortun
ately, the lesser the homes, the 
greater the crimes ! Would that 
the family hotel were a true word. 
We must not be skeptical of all 
bearing this name, but there is 
poison in the combination. Divorce 
has brought all this about and it 
bids fair to play yet greater havoc 
among people.

Certainly, humanly speaking, 
incompatibility sometimes exists, 
but it is not an instantaneous pro
duction. In almost all cases it 
existed when the marriage vows 
were pronounced ; that it comes 
about afterward is nothing more 
than a manifestation of its presence. 
Mutual help is the parasite to its 
very existence. Where there is 
egotism, there is marriage stripped 
of all its qualities. Marriage

should be of compatibilities and 
not of foolish future expectations. 
Thev who marry their kind, for the 
real ends of marriage, will never 
know there is such a word as com
patibility in the language, at least, 
from experience.

But how is one to know his or her 
kind ! It is to be learned from the 
laws of the Church. Every Cath
olic is acquainted, or should be, 
with the chapter in the Baltimore 
Catechism on matrimony. There 
the wisdom of the Church—greater 
than which no other exists—is set 
before those considering marriage. 
The Church, too, is speaking with 
the experience of almost two thou
sand years * to her credit. The 
Church predicted the only preserva
tion of the home, and the Church 
today is the only preserver of the 
heme. She has seen all the incom
patibles of today, the compatibles 
of yesterday, and she is seeing them 
yet where God's grace is present. 
The Church alone puts before 
people the ends for which they 
marry. Will you doubt that, if 
people married from the proper 
motives and with the rigtg ends in 
view, there would be no divorces ? 
Must you not admit that day after 
day, by the hundreds, couples are 
marrying at an age when a bud that 
would otherwise some day. blossom 
is spoiled forever ? You need not 
call it crime. Call it imprudence if 
you will. But we may ask, who is 
to blame? Alas, in most cases it 
is the parents ! Many of them did 
likewise. What is to be done ? 
What can be done with a perverse 
society ? Nothing, unless God and 
His Church be obeyed.

Catholics, fortunately, as a whole, 
are faithful to the Catholic law. 
But there are many cases where 
even they have followed the path of 
divorce. Of course, where they 
have done so, they have abandoned 
the work of their salvation, and 
defied their mother, the Church. 
Say what they will, their excuses 
are vain. Christ, who made the 
laws of marriage severe and strin
gent, has given to all who come 
under them grace sufficient to 
enable them to obey. In the Old 
Law, it was different. Marriage, 
not being a sacrament, had not the 
grace attached to it that is united 
to it in the New Law.

Customs of countries and of 
peoples can never justify Catholics 
in any divorce proceedings. Such 
customs, since they are contrary to 
God’s eternal law, cannot lawfully 
exist. They are a continual defi
ance of God’s wise, eternal legisla
tion and unless abolished in time 
will bring a disaster that may call 
what will remain of man to a reali
zation of his folly. What God has 
established, man must obey. He is 
not bound to do so physically, but 
his moral obligations are eternal. 
Divorce, if you will ; physically 
speaking you can do so, but Gpd, 
who united you, holds you yet 
bound together, and worst of all, 
will make you render an account 
for your sin, which is one of the 
gravest of tbe grave. But rather 
than fear have for a motive love of 
God’s law and obedience thereto. 
Then you will obtain the grace to 
overcome difficulties even of a mar
ried life that is not the most 
fortunate.

MY RETURN TO THE 
TRUE FOLD

A TRUE STORY OF «INVERSION BY 
MONICA

Being orphaned early in life, I 
was reared by an old fashioned 
grandmother. A strict Methodist. 
At the age of nineteen, I married a 
Catholic. There was some opposi
tion on the part of my people, as we 
were married by the priest. When 
my baby came a year later, the 
question of baptism had been 
settled by my marriage agreement. 
My husband was an indifferent 
Catholic, never attended Mass, and 
never gave any encouragement in 
the matter of religion. The first 
practical Catholic with whom I came 
in contact was an old lady, my 
nearest neighbor. If I happened in, 
while she was saying her Rosary, 
she paid no attention to me, but 
finished her devotions without either 
excuse or embarrassment. Natur
ally this interested me, particularly 
as her life measured up to her pro
fession, and this led me to investi
gate what I had been taught to 
believe was "a priest-ridden system 
of ceremony and superstition.” 
Without telling anyone where I was 
going, I called upon the priest who 
had married us, and stated my 
case ; several months later I was 
baptized. It is not my intention to 
go into detail of my life, but for a, 
period of twenty years I lived a1 
practical Catholic, loving my relig
ion, and practicing its precepts 
under most discouraging conditions. 
Conditions which should have drawn 
me close to the Sacred Heart, but 
which, unfortunately, I allowed to 
deprive me of my Faith, and all else 
that I held dear. I do not wish to 
excuse what follows, by attaching 
blame to another, but eventually, 
after a series of misunderstandings 
and mistakes 1 allowed myself to 
question God’s dealing with me ; 
and after the death of my youngest 
son, and the seeming harshness of 
those to whom I looked for consola
tion and sympathy, I, too, became 
hardened and indifferent and finally 
left the Çhurch.

My children married out of the 
Church, and have substituted the 
Lodge for religion. While not iden
tified with the Church they call 
themselves Protestants. My son is 
MasteV Mason of his Lodge. In

February, 1922# my husband, from 
whom 1 had long been separated, 
sickened and died, suddenly. That 
he should have been given the Sacra
ments, he had so long Ignored, and 
died with thoughts of God, and 
repentance in his heart, duly im
pressed me, although I would not 
admit it, 1 realized that no other 
Church would have bfeen such a 
tender mother to a wayward child.

In my Church relationship, 1 was 
respected and looked up to, taking 
part in its various activities, but 
never quite content, always seeking 
something satisfying and perma
nent. I studied my Bible, but could 
not agree with what others found 
in it. That the Virgin Mother be
came a natural mother, always 
called forth a deep protest in my 
heart. That divorce and re-mar
riage were compatible with Bible 
teaching, or Christian living, was 
absolutely impossible of belief to 
me. As house superintendent of a 
hospital, 1 came in close personal 
contact with followers of many 
creeds—Christian Science, Theoo- 
ophy, Russelism, Mennonites, Ad 
ventists, as well as the evangelistic 
churches, the Episcôpal Church 
which, with a divided Ritual, calls 
itself Catholic—all claiming to be 
riçht and quoting one common 
authority—the Bible. These facts 
set me thinking, and I withdrew 
from church membership in tha( 
City of Confusion, Protestantism.

The only people who died well 
were Cathelic. The most patient 
and resigned were Catholic, and all 
of this made its impression upon 
me. Also the manner in which the 
priests ministered to those pitiful 
cencer cases, which are so offensive 
and hard to care for, which tbe 
Christian workers from the Pro
testant churches rarely viait.

With others I planned, about the 
first of last December, to attend the 
Midnight Mass at Christmas. 
About a week or ten days before 
Christmas I met a priest in a rail
road station, whom I had known 
years ago. Aftei- the greetings 
were over I said, "You know. 
Father, that I am no longera Cath
olic.” He replied, "No, I do not 
know that ; I have heard it, but T 
do not believe it.” He asked me if 
I ever said my Rosary and 1 told 
him that "Presbyterians did not use 
a Rosary, but a Bible.” In an 
instant came the question, "Where 
did you get it ?” 1 never have had 
anything strike me, so forcibly. 
After I rea-hed my room I sat down 
and made a thorough examination 
of my life. The result was a letter 
to the Reverend Father telling him 
all about the events and conditions 
that had hardened my heart. How 
I had often wished for the consola
tion of the Confessional, but had 
lost all belief in the Real Presence 
in the Sacrament of the Altar. I 
admitted that I was unhappy and 
dissatisfied. The answer to that 
letter was a call from Father, com
ing some distance, from another 
town. He talked it all over with 
me. Told me just where I had 
failed and why. Before leaving he 
said he would send me a Rosary. I 
told him 1 would promise to keep it 
but I would not promise to say it.” 
I also told him that if I could again 
believe in the Real Presence I would 
return to the Church, regardless of 
what it might coat me. He prom
ised to remember me in his prayers 
and told me to say from my heart, 
"Lord, open my eyes,” which I did 
frequently.

A few days before Christmas the 
mail brought my Rosary. I imme
diately became possessed with a 
desire to use it. Before night I 
had said the fifteen mysteries and 
have never missed a day since. At 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve I 
said my Rosary on my knees, asking 
for the gift of Faith and before 
Mass was over / knew the truth. I 
wrote the good news to Father and 
under his direction, by prayer and 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, 
made preparation to return to my 
Father’s House—I faced loss of chil
dren, position, friends, and that 
side of it looked dark. On the other 
side was the consciousness of duty, 
of God’s over ruling power, with 
the words of Jesus continually in 
my ears. "He that loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me ; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me, is not 
worthy of me," and also “What 
doth it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and suffer the loss of 
his own soul ?” Oh what exchange 
shall a man give for his soul ?” 
Four of my very intimate friends 
remonstrated with me in no uncer
tain temid, when they learned of 
the anticipated step, but to each I 
made the same reply : “When yi* 
know what you are talking about, I 
will gladly discuss the matter with 
you, but I absolutely refuse to talk 
with people who are not only 
bigoted, but ignorant. If I wish to 
know the character of a person I 
interview his friends, not his ene
mies. When you investigate the 
teachings of the Church from a 
Catholic source, you will understand 
what now stems inexplicable. I 
will gladly help any honest seeker 
of the truth, but 1 will not be in
sulted nor allow the Church to be 
maligned, not even from those I 
love.”

My children protested, my 
daughter less emphatically than my 
sop, who wrote me a heart-rending 
letter, in which he said, “I should 
prefer my infant daughter to re
member her grandmother as a mem
ber of the Salvation Army rather 
than a Catholic," and also, "I would 
rather see you laid away than to 
return to the Catholic Church.” 
My reply was that dearly as I loved 
him and his family, I loved God

more, and must do what I knew to 
be right, and that 1 would never 
again visit his home unless by his 
request. In reply to what his 
"brother Masons would think of 
their Master Mason with a Catholic 
mother," I assured him that one 
thing they would never think or say 
was that his mother was either a 
hypocrite or a coward. My letter 
has never been answered. Being 
human, all yf these things hurt, but 
the compensation has exceeded all 
seeming loss.

On the first anniversary of my 
husband’s burial 1 was received into 
the Catholic Church, and a heart at 
peace is a priceless possession. Of 
my friends, one has remained loyal. 
When I have time off duty I visit 
Our Lord in the Tabernacle. On 
several occasions when she has 
wished me to spend my afternoon 
with her, 1 have explained that 
after my visit I would meet her. 
She asked me if she could go with 
me, and, of course, I gladly con
sented. I have never -risked her to 
go with me, never mentioned the 
subject of religion to her, but I 
stormed Heaven with prayers for 
her conversion. A few weeks ago 
she came to me asking what I 
meant by the " Real Presence,” 
which I most gladly explained , she 
admitted that from the first she 
had been conscious of an atmosphere 
in the Catholic Church never met 
with elsewhere ; she also said she 
was very much " upset ’’ and attrib
uted her unrest to my prayers. At 
her request I gave her Father 
Scott's book, “ God and Myself.” 
and the “ Question Box,” following 
them up with " Rebuilding a Lost 
Faith ” She then decided she 
would like to be instructed for bap
tism. I gjadly introduced her to 
one of God’s priests, a saintly msn 
who I knew would be able to help 
her, and when this is before your 
eyes on the printed page she will 
have been baptized, and. I shall 
have had the great joy of being her 
sponsor. She insists that my atti
tude and example have been the 
cause of her conversion. It seems 
very wonderful that God should 
have chosen one so unworthy and 
proves what He can do with old 
rusty instruments once they are 
yielded to his Will. I have written 
this in obedience to the request of 
the Vicar-General of the Diocese 
where 1 belong. His tender sym
pathy and understanding as well as 
his priestly ministry made my home 
coming easier. If God uses it to 
help another discouraged one—to 
lead a prodigal home, or to warn 
the careless Catholic, and bring to 
him renewed faith and c^votion, I 
shall feel well repaid for the effort 
it has cost me. May the dear 
Sacred Heart use it for His glory 
and for the glory of the Holy and 
Apostolic Church.

WORTH REPEATING

Nearly a century ago when Arch
bishop John Hughes of New York 
lost his fight at Albany for State 
help for parochial schools, he re
turned to his people and told them 
to build a school near every church. 
And now the new Archbishop of 
Baltimore reiterates the words of 
advice ; he even goes further in his 
insistence on the necessity of 
schools.

"Where there is a doubt,” said 
the new Archbishop, directly 
addressing his priests, “as to which 
we will erect—a stately chutch or a 
capacious school—let us have no 
hesitation in making our choice ; 
the school.

"The battles of the past were 
fought on the fields of dogma. Out 
of the fray came the Church with 
the teaching of Jesus Christ, pure 
as it was in the catacumbal days. 
The field has been left to her. The 
battles of the future will he fought 
on the fields of education.

“I need not tell you that if we of 
the Faith are to save our children 
to their religion, if we are to instill 
into their young lives moral princi
ples that will stand them in good 
stead in life's fight, if we are to 
make them worthy of their citizen
ship in the Church of God and in 
this republic, then we must see to it 
that close to the church stands a 
Catholic school.”—jThe Monitor.

IN THE COMING YEAR
SUPPOSE WE TRY TO BE MORE 

CONSIDERATE TOWARD 
OTHERS

Standing in the doorway of the 
New Year we wonder, as we look 
into the future, what it has in store 
for us. Perhaps it is well that we 
can only wonder. It is in kindness 
to us that Providence hides what 
the future holds. Yet we are after 
all not entirely in the dark. We 
know that 1924 will be very much 
what we make it. If we firmly 
resolve in our own hearts and pur
pose in our minds that we will do 
our best to make the year happy 
for ourselves and for others, we 
can go far. If our lives are in 
accord with God’s law we will harm 
none, deal honestly with all, be kind 
and considerate of others, lighten 
their burdens, cheer and encourage 
them in trials—then, the New Year 
will be filled with blessings for us 
that come as virtue’s own reward.

It is not impossible for most of us 
to advance in virtue during the 
coming year. We can overcome 
many faults of character that are a 
source of much unhappiness. We 
can, for instance, cultivate a cheer
ful disposition, and strive always to 
avoid a grouch. We can be more 
considerate of our neighbors, more
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willing to do others a good turn, 
less prone to transgress the laws of 
God. It ir not ..ecessary to make 
many resolutions. To attempt 
quietly to correct the little mis
takes will count as well. It will be 
a real charity so to consider them.

It will be a charity, too, that 
begins at home. Suppose we try 
treating others there with more 
consideration. Suppose children 
try to show themselves worthy of 
all the care and cost that their par
ents have lavished on them. Sup
pose those who are "united in 
matrimony” try to bear one 
another’s shortcomings more pa

tiently. Suppose the husband try 
to show a little more consideration 
for his helpmate in life. Suppose 
the wife try to be romewhat more 
affectionate toward her husband. 
Couldn’t we be a trifle less selfish or 
impatient in our dealings with others 
in the family circle? Couldn’t we 
we make life less burdensome and 
more joyous for others. It seems 
that we could. Suppose we try it, 
but try earnestly.

Here is the secret of the season : 
in seeking the happiness of others 
we will find happiness ourselves, 
and surely then it will be for us a 
happy New Year.—The Echo.

As an aid to 
Cooking

V.

If you have never used Bovril in this way— 
just try a spoonful or two in the preparation of 
stews, hashes, or gravies. Bovril puts the 
goodness in, you'll find.

Hell you buy a Sherlock-Manning 

your judgment is backed by the 
approval of thousands.

Canada s biggest piano value used by 
foremost musicians everywhere.

Sherlock-Manning
* 20^ Centun/'Piano -

'^KeJ^ano wor/Ay ofj^our 9/ome

/

SHERLOCK-MANNING PIANO CO.
LONDON CANADA

Wonderful Egyptian Remedy 1 Samaria ’ ’ Prescription 
for drunkenness, which 

science has proved is a disease and not a habit and must be treated as such. 
Prohibition legislation does not help the unfortunates. ‘Samaria’’ may be 
given in Tea, Coffee, or any liquid food. Send stamp for trial treatment.

SAMARIA REMEDY CO.
DEPT. 21 M2 MUTUAL STREET, TORONTO, ONT.

GORDON MILLS

Louis Sandy
HABIT MATERIALS 

and VEILINGS
Specially Produced for the Uee el
Religions CommanlHes

Black, White, and Coloured 
Serges and Cloths, Veilings 

Cashmeres, Etc.
Stocked in a large variety of widths 
and qualities. Samples forwarded 
on application.

LOUIS SANDY
Gordon Mills

STAFFORD, ENGLAND
TelegramR—I/oulaandl, Stafford 

PHONE No. 104

Mixke Your Will Today
BAX Legal Will Form contains full 
instructions and specimen Will for your 
guidance, and so simple a child could 
understand it Don’t delay this import
ant duty. Bax are sold bv all stationers, 
36 cents, or mailed 3 for $1,M), Bax 
Will Form Co., 163College St, Toronto.
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T. C. Sullivan, Chatham, Ont.
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Hotel Wolverine
DETROIT

Newest and Most Modem
500 Rooms 500 Baths 

Rates $2.50 Up

W?)
Sore
^Jhrodt

It aches and throbs with pain. The 
tonsils are so swollen that it hurts 
to swallow. And the chest feels 
as tight as a drum".

If you follow these simple directions, you 
2v.ILfcC, bcttcr—very much better—in a 
short while. Get a fettle of

Make a gargle of 1 part Absorbine Jr. to 
9 parts of water and use three or four 
tomes a day. Also bathe the outside of 
the throat with full strength Absorbine Jr. 
Absorbine Jr. is simply inveluabVe for those 
■Ubjrvt to attack, of tore throat and 

$1.25 a bottle
at most druggist, or sent postpaid by 

W. F. YOUNG INC. 102
Lyman Building - - Montreal

*Tt)is amount l)is been (siv^y’Aw&y 
FRfEaJso hundreds of Merchandise Prizes 

$200.011 more IN CASH will be 
vivèi) A why as follows

1st Prize. $50.00 in Cash 
2nd Prize. $40.00 inCash 
3rd Prize, $35.00 inCash 
4th Prize, $25.00 inCash 

’ 5th to 9th Prizes—Each $ 1 0.00 
TOGETHER WITH MANY MERCHANDISE PRIZES

?

Solve this puzzle and win a CASH 
P R I Z K, There are 6 faces in the picture 
besides the two Campers, Can you find 
them? If so mark each one with an X, cul 
out the picture, and write on a separate piece 
of paper these words, “I have found all the faces 
and marked them" and mailsameto us with you* 
name and address. In case of ties, handwriting 
and neatness will be considered factors. If correct 
we will advise you by rrturrt mail of a simple 
condition to fulfill. Don’t send any money. You 
can be a prize winner without spending one cent 
of your money. Send your reply direct to.
GOOD HOPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

275 CRAIG STREET WEST.
MONTREAL, ' - - - CANADA

Her Irish 
Heritage

By Annie M P. Smithson
“‘Her Irish Heritage* is a very creditable 

piece of work. The characters arc well con
ceived, and the narrative develops easily and 
naturally. The story wilt be acceptable to a 
large oircle." Irish Times, Dublin.

Price $1.50
Postpaid
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