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’ ‘“""”m DIGNITY AND HAPPINEMS OF OBED
IESCE.,

Children. obey jour parents in all tbings: for |

124kus (s pleasing 0 the Lord. —(Colossiacl la. 30

Brethren, there are many new things
found out nowadays ; but there are also
some old ones and good zm‘:g‘bemg for-

ten. Among otber th we are
::: to forge. the bappiness of cbed
jence. Of course | do not mean obed-
jence to the Charch ; perhajs there
pever was an age when Catholics rested
80 eontent in the gentls restraint of oor
boly mother the Charch, Batl rafer
to the practice of obedience one o an-
other, done alter the pattern of our
Lord Jesus Carist. The loveliness of
this virtoe is best secn lo the bosom of
the Christian family. Aflection, in
deed, is the oond of the faxnily, bat the
fraiz of aflection is obedience. There
is pothing more pleasing to God thao
the son who is always at the service of
his father and mother. Few families
are without at least one such son. He
is often the ome of whom at first the
least was expected ; of poor natoral
talents, of delicate health, of irascible
temper, or oue whose earlier years were
wayward. Bot all the time he was
observant, though no one, not even
bimself, gave hin credit for it. Year
by year the spectacle of father's and
mother’'s aflection and sacrifice pene
trated him, till he became deeply
attached to them. lHow much this
reverent love for his parents had to do
with his religious state as a boy and a
young man ! It may be true that
searcely any boy ever grows up to be a
man and is never a liarto his father and
mother, or a pilferer of cake and fruit
and pennies about the house jut the
good boy drops all this at First Com-
munion or when he goes to learn a
trade, and he becomes Lonest and trutn
ful in little things as well as great. |
One ol the happicst days for him be- |
tween the cradle and the grave is when |
be runs and puts the first dollar be has |
earned into his motoer’s hands. Toat
good son lets all his brothers go away
from home to seek their fortunes ; he
stays with the old folks, comforts their
old age, closes their eyes in death, and
with mach love and many tears folloss
them with his prayers beyond the
grave. The others were, perhaps, good
ehildren, but be is the hero of the
family.

Then there is the good daughter, who
in childhood is the sunshine of the
family, snd in a maturer years every:
body’s other self. How many parents,
too poor to hire a servant, have liviog
riches in an industrious daughter !
How often do parents find one at least
of the girls who from very infancy is
the joy of the whole family ; who seems
to have received in baptism such a ful-
ness of the Holy Spirit thot charity,
joy, peace, patience, long suflering,
kindness, and piety are the common
qualities of her character | The faith
also fluds an apostle in such women.
An intelligent woman, though perhaps
unable to argue skilfully, can establish
the truths of religion by methods, all

her own, A friendly jest, good natured
silence, a patient return of loving

servicess for ill-treatment, the spectacle
of her good life, not an hour of which
lacks a virtue—all this in_one instinct
with religion is an uranswerable argn
ment and oiten irresistible. How did
it happen, people sometimes ask con-
cerning this or that person, that she
did not marry ? Sne had good enough
looks, excellent sense, a bright mind,
aflectionate disposition, and saw plenty
of company. Why did she not marry ?
My brethren, the day of judgment will
tell us that it was because God had set
her apart that she might be for her
widowed mother or her shiftless, un-
happy brothers and sisters the pot of
meal that should no: waste and the
cruse of oil tha% #hould not diminish.
Brethren, I know of no order of nuns
more pleasing in God's sight than the
devout women who live a dependent,
obscure, hard life in the world, and are
old maids for the love of God,

Fivally, you may say that such sons
and daughters are hard to find. I
answer that there
approach the standard
considering, and more, perh
you fancy who actually attain to
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TALKS ON RELIGION

CONTRITIO

A firm purpose of amendment
“ resolution to avold not
also the dangerous
This s true
S)me people lmay be easily moved
tears by a touching sermon, or by &
special occasion, but have for
gotter all their tender feelings by the
time their emotions have passed away

occaslc A L8
the test of contriti

they
y

Others are not =« easily touched
Their imagication nd feelicgs are
slow to move, and they easily lmagine
they have not a real sorrow for sin,
because they have not the same sensa
tion of grief as some uthsr people,

whereas in reality they may be much
better disposed,
It is a great blessing to have a heart

easily tooched by spiritual things—a
heart which has not become hard or |
cold, and which does confine its

not
sepsibilities to earthly atfections. '‘He
will give water to my head, and a foun
tain of tears to my eyes,”’ says the
prophet Jeremiah. In the same way it
ought to be our desire to feel and to
grieve as we should for our sins,

We should not forget that the test
of the value of an emotion is the act
it leads to. Oar Lord says, ‘* By their
frrits you shall know them.” It is
well to know that a purpose of amend-
ment does not merely mean saying that
we are going to do better. Many have
sald the solemn words: *‘[I firmly
promise with tke assistance of Thy
Grace never more to offend Thee and
to earefully avoid the occasions of sin.”’
As experience shows, they did not
mean much, as judged by the fruits of
the harvest.

The amendment of life does not mean
¢ gometime or another,’”’ but to begin
at once, \ firm purpose does not
mean, ** [ will be good if I can do so
without any trouble or self-sacrifice.’y

alt is quite clear that [we can never be

good azd do our duty without scme
sacrifice, and if we do not mean to make
a sacrifice, we do pot really mean
amendument. The real purposed of
amendment includes not only the eund,
bas the means. [f a man means to go
to a place, be really means to take the
road that leads there, He does not for-
get the distance, or the trouble or the
expense to accomplish the journey. It
you say : *‘ I am grieved for this sin
and | mean to avoid it,”” and in your
beart you do not intend to give up
certain company, or places, or habits
which may lead you to a repetition of
the sin, you certainly are not in earnest
or sincere,

When persons know that amendment
of lile and keepicg out of sin mean the
irequent and regular reception of the
sacraments and also reasonabdle dili-
gence in prayer, prayer and the sacra-
ments should be so used. [a cases of
venial sin, for instance, there ls great |
danger of confessing ttem without any
real purpose of amendment, hence a
repetition of them week after week with |
very little improvemen:. This condi-
tion gives good reason for doubting the
sincerity of the purpose of amendment
the penitent has been making.

The mere fact, however, that we fall |
back into sin, does not prove that our |
promises were nct sincere, because our
weak and angeable, and
even our hest resolutions may break |
down., Still we bave reason for dis
quiet if we do not observe any sign ofan |
effort to better our lives. Io worldly
aflairs, people may not ace mplish their
purpose completely, but there is gener-
ally something to show if they bave |
been in earnest, and certainly this |
should be the case in spiritual things,
otherwise you might fulfil the declar-
ation of the Psalmist: * They loved |
Him with their mouth and their tongue,
and lied to Him,"” (Psalms Ixxvii, 36 )
‘ Cursed be he that doth the work of
the Lord deceitfully.”” (Jer. xlviii, 10.) |
TH’M who are iD earnest and ma%e vse |
of the necessary means will certainly be
victors in the long ron, and by God's
grace their good intention will receive
the crown in spite of human frailty.
*“ A contrite and humble heart, O Lord, |
Trou wilt not despise, Create a clean |
heart in me, O God, and renew the
right spirit.”” (Psalms i, 12.)—Catho
lic Universe.
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A COLONY OF IRISH WRITERS.

LELIGHTFUL COTERIE IN THE DUELIN
SUBRURE OF RATHGAR,
Elizabeth Angela Henry, Dublin, Ireland

The Irish muse was never more alive
than today. Bat it theme is non-poli-
tical, hence silence of press and public
speaker as to the work of the men acd
women whose pens embellish present
day literature. Because the bright
galaxy cf writers of today write as they
chose, extremists will have npothing of
them. The young Irish writers of
Mangan's day were called upon w
raise the spirits of a croshed pation,
but time has changed the painfol phase
of the Irish guestion ; Ireiand is on the
eve of coming into her own ; her zons
and daughters must learn of her beauty,
her grice, if they wounld appreciate
their birthright to the Isle of Scholars
and Saicts.

On any Sunday evening, not too
early, you will meet many of Ireland’s
most brilliant writers and successful
artists at the handsome home of George
Russell—A. K. Russell as he is known
in the book world, They are all inter
esting personalities, Toe host is tall,
over six feet ; loose jointed and spare
of form and with eyes of singular sweet-
ness, The eyes are about all you see
of his face. A mane of soft chestnut
brown falls down over the forehead and
he wears a long eurling, brown beard.
When Mr, Russell reads you a selecion
from his pet author and close friend,
Standish O'Grady, you hear a voice
whose mellow tones keep company with
the kindly eyes gleaming through a pair
of old-fashioned spectacles. Glancing
about you see that the walls of thedraw-
ing room are hung not only with the work
of Mr. Russell's brush, but that of his
brother artists in Dublin who, when
they see fit, hang theirs also, for the
house of the artist-poet is Liberty Hall.

There you, tco, will meet the dram-
atist, Yeats, whose latest play *‘ Kath
leen ni Houlihan ' made such a hit in
New York. Mr. Yeats, pale, dark and
long, black hair falling over a{
collar tied with a flaring black ribbon
how, makes a picturesque figure in
the Russell drawing room, a fact of
which the gifted dramatist seems fully

Padraic Colum is also present
on the threshold of fame. You
him any day in Sackville street

OO

CArrying a stouter than himself
wnd swinging along with the buoyant
vir of twentieth century Ireland. One
of y young dramatist's plays was

produced at the recent Gaelic Festival
»d hearty applanse from an
which represented the best
people of Ireland, Slight of figure,
and with a shock of copper brown hair
shading a pale face with large dreamy
eyes, | would have heen woelully disap
pointed it he, bearing the name of
Patrick and Columbkill, did not have
more of the rich Irish accent than the
majority of those I met within the hos
pitable Russell residence. But I was
not ; his wvoice had the rich Gaelic
cadence that makes music in the heart
of the world.

“Come and T will show
Gonne's Dublin house,”” said my host.
The house was just * round the corner,
for most of Dublin's literary folk live
in Rathgar, a charming suburb. The
home of the Irish Joan of Are is one of
a row of red brick cottages whose
windows and doors are openings in a
seresn of Irish ivy. It was dusk, and
as we enterod we stumbled over a baby
carriage standing in the hall. To the
right is the dining-room furnished in
bog oak. Its walls are covered with a
dull, brown paper with unique mural
decorations by Mr, Russell. Above
doors and windows and perched on
available corners are water-color draw-
ings of lovely women who only live in
song and story, or an artist's imagina-
tion : tall, golden rushes and graceful
lilies spring from the wainscott, while
baautiful things of the sea stray here
and there over the walls., Standing on

and receive

audience

you Maude

the mantel shelf in the cosy sitting:

Bouncing Babies

are Ne<t/é's Pood babies. No upset
stomacis 00 bowel troubles—po

hot weather gickness —cume to
balies Lrought cp on

Nestle’s Food

Sample (encngh for eight meals)
sent free 1 zuy mother,
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room was a photograph of Mrs, Mac
Bride and her baby boy ; Seagon, she
calls her young Ireland. Toe heasti
fal advocare of ““Ireland for the Irish 7
bas not lost hes hold upon the aflee

| tlons of those who followed her in the
| past : ! ]
| which nzs come into her life and eniv

they deplore the unhappiness
alrously stand by Maude Gonne Mac
Bride and her ** doaty "' boy.

Bat the day is past when lrelard
will bid Godspeed to the man or woman
who elects to go abroad as a political
lecturer. Gentle and simple, they de-
clare they have been humiliated too
lorg by the begzing which has been
practiced in the vame of Ireland ; that

| this is £o: a bankrapt eountry, millions

lying fallow in the Irish backs. That
it is cot entirely due %o the imperial

| government that Ireland is being de

populated in the agricultaral districts :
the drainage goes on equally in raral
Fogland where farmers are anable to
compete with exports from Manitoba or
Australia, but Ecglacd has manufac
toring towns where the impoverished
agricultoralist may seek redress, while

| 'eland has no indastries to Il the |
breach,
Again, many do oot hesitate in say-
ingthat the Irish Nationalists as a ‘ody
| are a failure, that the country would

long ago have been granted the new |
concessions it has cbiained from
| British Parliament without a special

| representation, and that the thousands

of pounds contributed apnunally to keep
a distirctly Nationalist party at Loo-
don might be more profitably speat in
Ireland and have these pationalists re
main here and give their time and at-
tention to the amelioration of deplor
atle conditions which do not require an
act of Parliament to remedy. Also,
that the National party as a whole are
only feeble imitators of the policy of
Parnell. Faces are turned towards the
Gaelic League as the factor which will
awake Ireland from the lethargy caused
by emigration. ** The brightest boy of
the family is set apart for the Church,”
said a student of the Irish problem,
‘ the next ablest are sent to America
and the feeblest, owing to his very in-
ability, mentally and physically, is
given the farm and, as he may not
marry until late in life, having to sup-
port his parents, still another impedi-
ment is added to Ireland’s sad struggle.”

Dublin's literary colony is celebrat
ing the appearance of a charming book
of verse by Ella Young. The girl-poet
has a pleasant country home, Billy-
roan Lodge, at Rathfarnbam, I visited
her yesterday afternoon in answer to
an invitation which said *‘ the goose-
berries are at their best and the apples
are ripa.,” After a mile or two by
tramear and the same distance on foot
along a road banked on either side
with high stone walls covered with ivy,
I arrived at Ballyroan Lodge, a white,
low, rambling house on a hill, and with
great wide windows and doors iocnumer
able., La®mn opened into lawn ; vines
and flowers were everywhaere and crowd-
inz against each other were tall
pine trees, the highest clump
forming a superb, dark green arch
that led into an orchard where
grew delicions gooseberries and lus-
cious apples. To the right were
the Dublin mountains, foot hills of the
Wicklows, and where the lawn sloped
down ran a clear stream, gurgliog

{ happily as it dodged drooping branches
{ and rocky corners.

Later, as we sat
drinking tea out of dainty Belleek, I
learned that one of the poet's s
a slender, willowy girl with
face and still more charming r
was a member of the Irish D
Company which played at St.
during the World's Fair.

Bat patriotic as is the young actress
her ambition is to play, some day, a
leading part in a Shakespsarian
drama, Before leaving I was s
costume made after the style of
worn by the wives and mothers
Irish chieftains.

those

neck, and flowing angel sleeves. The
hem of this tunic-like robe was em
broidered in pale lavendar, to corre-

spond with a soft shawl drapery which

nung gracefully from the neck.
Two nieces of Gerald Griffin are
members of [reland’s literary
The older, Geraldine Griflin,
Gaslic fluently and is deeply
Catholie.—Catholic Universe,

——

Gentleness and meekness, says Surin,
were the graces our Lord most desired
and
certainly whether we look at the edi-
fication of others, or the sanctification
of ourselves, or at the 'glory our lives
may give to God, we shall perceive
that nothing can rank in importance
before gentleness of manner and sweet-

that we should copy in Himself ;

ness of demeanor when with others,
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after her distinguished kinsman, speaks
and
actively concerned in everything Irish-
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SAD AND POWERFUL LESSON IN |
VERY PLAIN FIGURES

There is still force in the old saying
that figures do pot lie. Delsuting
venkers and embeszling emploj«s give |
it a severe jult occasionally, but its |
truth remains. By way of demonstrat- |
iog a fact there is bardly aaytiing of |
eqaal eflcet, They are tbe sarest way |
to cocviction. |

We notice that the Young Men's
Christian Association of 11 e East hul
been oceupyiog itsell with them in a |
direction which may te of profiv for |
serions Catbholie consideration. Tni:[
oranch of tbe cigevization ondertoock
recently to gather some statistics on
the subject of mixed marriages. Just |
uow, or why, it shoald bave ioterested |
iiself in such a subject dues not appear, |
Bat its findiog in the premises is a
freitfnl soarce of thought.

According to its fizures, only fifty
per cent. of the joung, in families
where both fatbers acd wothers attend |
d.flerent churches, are church members. |
Wnere the fathers sca mothers were |
Protestants of some degomination, |
|s xty-eight per cent of tbe yoarg men |
are churca members, the remzinhyg
thirty-t®wo per cent, not neing members |
of any depowination. Whnereone of the |
parects was a Catbolie, sixty six per |
| cent. belocg to some chureh, whiie toe |

remaining thirty-four per cent. ars not |
| members of any church, |

Here we have a sad and powerful |
lesson in very plain figures. It is a|
copelusive proof in concrete form of |
what the Church teaches and the Cath- |
olic press constantly decries agﬂna!.li

namely, the baceful inflaence of mixed
marriage. Thaink of it, thirty-four per |
cent of the young men, cne of whose
| parents is a Catholic, are members of
| oo church whatever. Sixty-six per“
| cent. of them belong to some church |
| according to these statistics. But
church? There is nothing :w'
show that it is the church of the Cath. |
olic parent. |
| And yet there are many well-mean- |
|
|

| what

ing Catholics who profess to see no |
danger to their faith in mixed mar
riages. Thney assure themselves of
| success where such a great percentage
| bas failed. They are wiser without
‘i thought on the gnestion than those who
| have given it long and serious study.
They are even wiser than the Church
herself and refuse to heed her warning
voice. In the face of theabove figures,
from an outside source, is tLcre not
ample reason for her rigid opposition
to such marriages. And should the
figures not set fear in the heart of our
young Catholic people contemplating
such unions ?

Bat the figures furnish a lesson to
all professing Christians as well. Fcr
if fifty per cent. of the young men only
are church members in families where
both fathers and mothers are members
of different Protestant churches, it
proves conclosively that marriage be-
tween persons .f different sects is de-
stroying Christian belief. Therelore
iz should be opposed even by all pro-
fessing Christians,—Church Progress.

Answer peaceable things with mild-
ness, says the Wise Man, and let there
be no acid feeling in thy soul, and thou
shalt be as the obedient son of the
Most High, and He shall have mercy
on thee more than a mother. Now it
is quite wotorious that joy is of al
things the one which most belps us in
sustaining this equable sweetness to-
wards o.hers.
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