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CANADA AT THE LIEGE EXPOSITION.

(From an Occasiogal Correspondent.)

After leaving Italy and gpenfling a few days in Ger-
many we came into Belgium, thatjinteresting country whose
inhabitants have been a trading nhtion since the days, long
ago, when the Flemings barteréd tHeir products of hides, furs,
and wool with Britain, To-ddy the trade of Belgium with
the United Kingdom amounty td some forty millions of
pounds. Although the area of Belgium is only 11,372 square
miles, say half the size of New |Brunswick, its population
is greater than that of all Cannda.! The land is in the hands
of small holders and nearly every-square foot of good soil
is cultivated. -Small as the “cquntry 1s, its people are
ambitious, and a few years aga;spme of its leading citizens
determined that Belgium sh‘)}'xld Bave a World’s Fair.

In order to accomplish this jobject a joint stock com-
pany‘\\ns organized and with the assistance of \Government
aid the International*Univegisal Exposition was opened in
Liege, in May last in commigmo tion of'the 75th anniver-
sary of Belgium’s national independence. Liege is an
important manufacturjng cit¥, haking a population nearly as
great as Toronto. The Exfmsigiﬁn is really a good ‘one,
instructive as well as interesting. The French exhibits are
very large and varied. Germ hy, too, and Belgium have
extensive exhibits, as might be expected. But to my sur-
prise neithér the United Statq’_' nor Great Britain makes a
display worthy of their names,;. On the other hand Canada,
Africa, and Algiers nccup_v'scbarato buildings, and exhibit
an extensive variety of prnduct_fa. Japan and China, too, are
well represented. { B

The building occupied By iCanadian merchandise stands
out baldly and is very atttnciivc. Its central tower is 120
feet high, and the hall itself s 180 by 105 feet. What is
shown therein is worthy of a imation, and the visitor cannot
fail to be impressed that our§ is a great and vast country.

There are numerous illustratjons of the scenic beauty of
Canada, its fertile prairies, its boundless wealth of mines,
forest and fisheries, its abunfant fruits. Sixteen large oil
paintings of farms and farm ‘buildings at various periods
during a series of ten years jshow the stages of progress
made by immigrant settlérs. | These pictures are framed in
orass and grain, and withl thg'aid of hidden lamps of elec-

tric light, they appear to hage the sun shining on them

Beneath these pictures ong caji learn rthe name of the owner,
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may learn also the quantity of grain raised

ete., etc. One
showing enormous

in the country for a period of years,
Around the interior of the upper part of the
devoted to raw and canned fruits,
These are displayed

increases.
building is a wide gallery
cereals, honey, maple syrup, etc., €ic
in a very artistic way and make one feel that Cinada must

be a fine country to live in when omne can have such a great

variety of rich food.
The mineral section, too, has an extensive and well
There are to be seen pyramids of irom,

arranged display.
lead. antimony, cobalt,

nickel, copper, mica, coal, plumbago,
etc., and around these are printed in large letters
nickel in the world "—" Furnishes
produced in the world "—
a

“ Canada,

the largest producer of
8z per cent. of the corundum
“ Mineral production $63,343,165.” One may also learn
great deal about the fur-bearing animals of the country.
Specimens of these have been stuffed and arranged in
are also displayed in a

family groups. Some of our fish
statement in large

preserved state, and with them is the
letters: “ Canada’s fisheries, the largest in the world—The
value of fish caught in 1903 reached the magnificent sum of

$23,101,878.”" A fine display of woods in their natural state

is made: also dressed and polished Ca
large forests of pulp-wood, and

nadian woods. Atten-

tion is besides called to our
figures are given showing the vast quantities.
cf pulp are shown. Among other facts stated are: “ Edmon-
ten, the capital of Alberta, is 435 miles farther south than
St. Petersburg, Russia.” This gives the foreigner some idea
of the climate in our most northerly agricultural district.

Specimens

In view of the facts T have stated, you will not be sur-
prised to hear that the Canada building is one of the chief
points of attraction at the Liege Exhibition, and that as
many as 40,000 persons have passed through it in a single
day. All these were freely supplied with abundant literature,
well printed, in different languages Nothing of that sort
was given away elsewhere, so far as we saw, neither were
there any samples distributed as is done at our fairs.
Although the Chief Commissioner, W. Hutchinson, was
absent in London while we were there, our party did not
lack attention. His assistants, Messrs. Brodie and Girardot,
zbly discharged his duties The former has had five years’
experience in connection with other large fairs. This fair,
in a word, serves the purpose of a high-class emigration
bureau for Canada. Visitors can obtain every sort of

information wvaluable to intending colonists—choice of
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The Sterling BanK is now occupying prov

isional quarters and an office staff is engaged in completing the pro-

cesss of organization. | The following constitute the proposed Board of Directors:

HON. S ( WOOD, Ex-Tyeasurer of Ontario, Vice-President of WM. DINEEN, ES€Q.

. of the W. & D. Dineen Company, Furriers,
Toronto ; Vice-President of the Sovereign Life Insurance Co.
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Ontario

1
J. C. EATON, ESQ. Vice-President of the T. Eaton Company,

imited, Toronto and Wjonipeg.

fe Insurance Ccmpany
H. WILBERFORCE AI&\'INS, B.A., M.D.,, M\R.C.S,,

Sun and Hastings Saving and Loan Company.

Treasurer of the Mu!i(;l Courcil for Ontario, Director of The
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GEO. B. WOODS, ESQ.,|Managing Director of the Continental
I

Province of Ontario, President of the London Mutual Fire In-

resident of the Reliance Loan and Savings
Ccmpany. .

DAVID DEXTER, ESQ., President and Managing Director of
The Federal Life Assurance Company of Canada.

SIDNEY JONES, E£Q., President of Jones Brcs. & Company,
Limited, Manufacturers, Toronto

ENG., G. T. SOMERS, ESQ., of G T. Somers & Ccmpany, Bankers;

President of the Ontario Securities Campany Limited.
'

BANKERS AND AGENTS: The Bank of British North Amenca. ~
SOLICITORS : Messrs. Rowell,

Reid, Wilkie, Wood & Gibson, Toronto.

| @ AUTHORIZED CAPITAL $1,000,000 " s,

Of which amount there ‘an been placed on sale
TERMS— Payable $45#cwn and $10
i

Correspor

5.000 shares at $125 per tkare, being balf the authcrized capital, with provision for a

reserve fund
per meoth for the ten following monihs. ** Tke Sterling will pay 8 per cent. on all amounts

| paid in advance on acccunt f subscripticns e
jence tolicited cn All Matiers Pertainirg to Investments. Ac dress  ommunicaticns to

Provisional $écretary. Sterling Bank, Manning Chambers, Toronto.
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