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vagance of the proposed measure is lex absurd than the method 
by which it is to lie accomplished. No such proceeding* can 
bo adopted except by the sanction of the respective Governor* 
acting in the name ot that Imperial Crown which the malcon­
tents desire to in*ult. Of course Australia, like any other de­
pendency, may rebel, and Victoria may choose Mr. MCulloch 
to direct its disloval action : but, within the limits of his ollice 
as one of Sir. C. Darling's Ministers, he has no right or power to 
communicate on any subject with any other Government. If 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland were, on Ins own motion, to pro­
pose to the Prime Minister of Belgium the common discontinu­
ance of intercourse with Holland, be would not be guilty of a 
more outrageous anomaly than Mr. M'Cullorli and lus unknown 
colleagues.—Suturday Utriete

jponit Jffcms.
The Canada papers say the Imperial officers deputed lu ex­

amine the Canadian and the American Iroutier, and to report 
on a system of defence, have reported that Canada can be 
effectively defended by a moderate force, against aggression, 
and have also devised a scheme of defence, which lias been 
approved by the military authorities at home, and is about to be 
carried out a« far as permanent works are required. This 
scheme is based upon the theory that no campaign in Canada 
can be continued during the winter, and includes the construc­
tion of entrenched camps and other works at vital points 
huliivient to arrest the progress of an invader, and compel him 
to resort to tedious siege operations by regular approaches.-».

Tiik City Kirk Department.—The utmost unanimity and 
harmony characterized the annual meeting of the Board of 
Fire Wards, held at Engine Hall on Wednesday evening last. 
Samuel R. Caldwell. Ksq., and James Duggan. E*q., were re­
elected to till their former positions, as Chairman and Secretary, 
respectively. The usual Committees were appointed lor the 
current year, and a special committee was named lor the pur*

rose ot co-operating with the City Council in the matter of a 
frying House and a new alarm bell. A communication troiu 
parties in Windsor. Hants County, was read during the evening. 

This is in connection with a proposition to procure a lire engine 
for that place. The Fire Wards are of course the best judges in 
th'* matter of selling one hand engine out of the Department : 
but we venture to think that considerable discretion should be 
used in connection therewith. It is the opinion ot many persons 
that, uotwithstan ling the augmented supply of water in this 
city for lire purposes, the Department cannot «pare any one of 
our present hand-engine*, under existing circumstances. No 
doubt one of the hand-engines ought to be stationed at or near 
Freshwater Bridge, and a second in the upper part of Spring 
Garden Road. The locating of a him! engine in the vicinity 
of the Wellington Barracks, near Isleville. was doubtless a 
step in the right direction. Halifax is rapidly extending in the 
three directions ju-t named : and it is just" precisely at the 
points named, two of them at least, where the existing supply 
of water i« least efficient lor lire purposes : ■.<> that it is indis- 

ensable that the fullest measures of protection possible should 
e afforded to property situated as above.— Reporter.

We learn that Admiral Hope will not leave for the West 
Indies until after the arrival of the next mail from England. 
We have also heard it stated that the gallant Admiral would re­
main at this port all the winter. Imt we believe, in this instance, 
the general wish of the public is “father to the thought."—Co/.

Another attempt is to be made to place a steamer on the 
Quebec all I North Shore route. The Quebec A rirt sax s :

“ The splendid side-wheel steamer Osprey, ("apt. Patterson, 
will leave tlii* port for Halifax. N. S.. calling at the usual inter­
mediate stopping places, on or about the ! Ith iu.st. The Osprey 
is quite new, xvilh excellent accommodation* for freight and 
passenger*, and will prove an excellent substitute for the Aca­
dia. which was fourni too expensive a boat to keep on the line. 
She was built to ply on the lakes, ami is a staunch and tho­
rough sea-going vessel in every respect. Il is the intention of 
her owners to place.her permanently on the route between 
Quebec and the lower ports next season."—V if ton Standard.

Gymnasium.—We are glad to learn that the premises, lately 
occupied by Mr. Coombs, in Granville Street, are to be titled 
up a* a gymnasium, which will lie under the direction of Mr. 
I.iechti. an excellent amateur gymnast, and a very worthy 
gentleman.—Journal.

Telegraphic Extension.—During the past season new 
lines of Telegraph were erected Irom Pictou to Port Hood, and 
from thence to River Inhabitant—a distance of one hun­
dred and thirty miles, which are now in excellent working 
order, and have been pronounced by competent judges to be 
among the most substantial and best constructed lines ol Tele­
graph on this continent. The construction was superintended 
by our old friend Joyce, w ho was assisted by Mr. Alexander 
Cunningham.—Importer.

Turning tiiekirst son ok the Pictou Railway .—About 
12 o’clock, when all the preliminary arrangements had been 
completed, the lion. Provincial Secretary announced in a brief 
address the nature of the ceremony about to be performed.

After the soil ax as turned by Mrs. Scott, wile of James Scott, 
Superintendent of the Albion Mines, and wheeled aw ax in a 
handsome barrow, by Mrs. Me Donald, wile ol the Chief Cumin- 

| issioner of Railways. Mr. Mvdonald took the stand and made a 
speech that was full of empty promises. Dr. Tupper followed,

! nod in course of his observations, spoke of the projected confed­
eration. of the unanimity of feeling which pervaded the several 
meetings of the conference, and of the glorious fut ire that is in 
store for us when we lieeomne a part of that great British nation 

■ that is going to be built upon this side of the Atlantic.
After the close ol the lion. Provincial Secretary's address, 

Donald Fraser. Esq.. M P. P.. introduced the lion. Attorney 
General, who briefly addressed the multitude. His remarks re­
ferred principally to the advantages to be derived from the intro- 

; duetion of railways into a country.
Alter a few remarks from James Eraser. Esq.. M. P P„ the 

Artillery Company tired a paring salute ami the meeting disp­
ersed.—f'hronule

Sr Andrew's Day.—Wednnsday, the anniversary of the pat­
ron Saint of Old Scotland, was duly observed by the Scotchmen 
and their descendants in this city- Religious service was held 
in the various Scottish places of worship. The members of the 
Caledonia Club dined together at Wallace's in thu evening—(ho 
attendance was numerous, and good mu tired conviviality reigned 
supreme. The dinner was served up ill Wallace's usual good 
style, and xve need scarcely sax that it received ample justice 
trout the participators. The memorx ol the bards of Old Scot­
land wmi d ily h i i ire I. a 11 alter the cloth h i I b • vi removed 
toast* were proposed and drunk atl infinitum until a la c hour, 
when the merry revellers separated ami proceeded to their res­
pective domiciles.—Recorder

Summary of tht Îrlryraphir Brus of the Work.
Latest advices from the rebel General Hood estimate his 

army at 3.1.000 men which was marching on Pulaski, Tennessee 
lie intended to operate in Middle and East Tennessee and 
Kentucky. Breekenridge and Forrest are also demonstrating 
ill Tennessee in connection with Hood. All reports shexv a 
very active campaign progressing in the southwest.

The Federal forces m that region are said to ho strong aud 
fullx prepared to drive back the enemy

Rebel pickets around Richmond are forbidden to exchange 
newspapers with Federal pickets.

The Richmond Enquirer ol tlsl calls frantically for Soldier* 
to proceed South to head oil Sherman, and demands vigorous 
enforcement ol conscription and repeal of all exemptions.

By arrival of vessels with exchanged Union prisoners from 
Savannah, at Fortress Monroe, papers trout the former place to 
the 23rd., are received. They are tilled with reports concern­
ing Sherman's expedition which is announced as one of burn­
ing and devastation. Among the places reported captured and 
mrtially burned are Macon, Milledgeville. Montivello. Hills- 
•oro' and Canton. In the latter place Governor Brown's resi­

dence was burned, railroads and telegraph between Savannah 
and Macon and between Gordon and Milledgeville reported

Beauregard lias issued an appeal to Georgians to rally and 
drive back the Vandal invaders, and says he will be with them 
soon. Georgia Members of Confederate congress at Richmond 
also make an appeal to the same died.

As nothing official lias been heard from Sherman, we cannot 
tell hoxv much credit is to be given to these reports ; evidently 
he is causing a tremendous panic. t

Steamers for Europe (filth inst). take about one million 
and a half in geld. During last night, (23th icst.,)fires were set 
in nee,iy. all the hotels in New York, also in Barnum's Museum 
Great panic was created and many robberies committed during 
the confusion, in each case the lire was extinguished without 
serious damage. Phosphorus was used—being placed in the 
bods of the several hotels.

A despatch from Louisville reports a strong rebel force in the 
vicinity of Columbia, and it was thought that u battle was fought 
there yesterday.

In Louisiana active military movements are reported.
Ten regiments of negro troops are being organized by the 

rebel Goxeru of the Stale
General Buckner is reported at Alexandria with ten thousand 

rebel troops.
A Federal expedition to Lafourche district has defeated a 

Rebel force, destroyed their camps and captured a number of

In consequence of the incendiary fires in New York, General 
Dix ha* issued a special order that parties arrested shall bo 
immediately tried before a military court, and if convicted they 
will be executed without the delay of a single day

A is also been discovered to set lire to the public
buildings in AVashington.4
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