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The season continues to drag 
along in a most trying and dis
piriting manner. The summer, 
if the weather we have experi
enced can be dignified by such 
a name, has been a deplorable 
one. The absence of sunshine 
and the frequency, rather than 
the volume of rain, have com
bined to delay harvest. I know 
personally of cases where hay 
was cut during the third week 
in June and it is still in the 
fields. As regards harvest pros
pects, I will let some farmers 
speak for themselves. Writing 
from East Yorkshire, a well 
known sheep breeder says:

“The season has been a most dis
appointing one on account of the lit
tle sun and warm weather we have 
had. Harvest is general now and the 
crops are bulky. Straw will be plen
tiful, Lut I am afraid the yield and 
sample will not be as good as it 
ought to be. Wheat has come most 
slowly to harvest and will have to 
be cut greener than is usually the 
case. Barley has ripened much quick
er this season, oats are a heavy crop 
but very much laid in most places 
Cattle and sheep have fed well lately 
and lambs are doing much better. 
Prices have been rather lower lately, 
but 1 expect some improvement 
shortly."

So much for the northern part 
of the country, and I cannot do 
•better to show readers how gen
eral this weather has been than 
to relate: what a Cornish farmer 
—right at the other end of Eng
land—says about prospects:

“The harvest is from two to three 
weeks later than last year, and fine, 
settled weather is needed to finish off. 
There is a bountiful supply of straw 
with all crops, and both oats and 
barley seem to be well kernclcd. The 
latter is rather badly stained owing 
to so much rain a few weeks back. 
Wheat is rather a poor crop with re
gard to grain. Many fields arc but 
little I letter than chicken corn. Some 
of the late planted crops, however, 
will provide a fair sample. Harvest
ing the crops this season will cost 
farmers a lot of extra expense, as 
many of the fields are badly laid and 
tossed about. There is a good supply 
of grass everywhere, and cattle and 
sheep are looking well. The hav crop 
has been good in this neighborhood, 
and it has generally been saved in 
good condition."

This is a sad state of affairs, 
and there does not seem anv 
probability of the weather im
proving.

BUTTER AND CHEESE PRICES 
AND PROSPECTS.

Messrs. Weddel & Co., in issu
ing their annual review of the 
trade in colonial dairy produce, 
provide us with a very good 
“tip” as to the probable trend

of prices during the coming win
ter, and their remarks should 
not be allowed to fall upon deaf 
ears. So far as climatic and 
other conditions prevail there is 
every indication of large sup
plies of butter during the com
ing winter. In the butter ex
porting countries of the North
ern Hemisphere the supply of 
foddcr is much larger than last 
year, so that it is reasonable to 
expect an increase in the milk
ing herds, especially in those 
countries which carry on winter 
dairying and supply British 
markets with butter, such as 
Denmark, Russia, Sweden, Hol
land and France. In Siberia at 
present the hot, dry weather is 
adversely affecting the make, 
but it is not enough to cause a 
serious falling oil in winter but
ter. Canada is exporting consid
erably less than last year, but 
as receipts from you were only 
2,000 tons during the last three 
months of 1906, and none at all 
from January to July, the de
ficiency will not be much felt.

In the United Kingdom, con
clude Messrs. Weddel, the .most 
favorable circumstances exist 
for an increase in the milking 
herds and the consequent aug
mentation in the make of ’ but
ter this winter. On the other 
hand trade is everywhere so 
prosperous that the consump
tive demand is certain to be 
well maintained.

Turning to the outlook for 
cheese, it appears that there are

no indications at present of any 
great shortage in the make of 
cheese. The Canadian season is 
late and consequently the pro
duction to date not equal to 
last year, but even if there 
should be a deficiency it will be 
made up by the very large in
crease in the United Kingdom 
and Europe.

To sum up, considerably low
er prices are to be expected for 
both butter and cheese than 
have prevailed for the past 
twelve months.

ARE THE BEST MILKERS PEDI
GREE COWS ?

Nowadays great attention is 
paid to the increase of milk by 
breeding and although it is ad
mitted that this may be accom
plished, we are frequently met 
with the information from one 
or another that the best milkers 
in a herd and frequently the 
winners in competitions are 
cross bred,or to use a more ex
act term are not pedigree. Pur
suing the question further down, 
on cross-examination we gener
ally found out that the animals 
although not pedigree were pure
ly bred.

Where is the difference? 
Simply in the fact that one lot 
have not been registered, whilst 
the pedigree ones have all been 
entered. A great point arises 
here. The owner of a first class 
herd of milking COWS, when ask
ed if they were pedigree cows, 
replied: “No, but I have used
pedigree bulls for generations, 
in fact in some cases for a peri
od of 40 years.” When this lias

An excellent specimen of the Shropshire ram Hr was a winner at ;thej leading 
English shows this season.


