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TOPICS OF AN OLD-
TIMER

The Late Col. Henry Goodwin, a Dis-
tinguished Irish Catholic Military-
man, who Resided in Toronto and
was well Beioved by all who knew

Him — A Political Convention ia Michael's
Toronto Before Confederation—Dr. {honors

J. K Foran, of Ottawa, Lectupes ''o'cstants
on McGee Before the Empire Club |
The Buffalo Convention for Direet.-;d.-o
ing Irish Immigration, held in|
February, 1856 — The Movement

led by T. D. McGee, before he came
to Canada Himself.

One of the men I knew here in early
days and who was greally respected
was an Irish Catholic military man
nam~d Colonel llt‘nl\ Goodwin He
was personally a fine looking gentle
man, tall and handsome with a mili
tary bearing. He was considered the
milita father of many a man ol

Tvrone,

warlike tastes in Toronto

the County

WwWa

a native ol where

he was born on the second day ol
June, 1795, and was brought up on
a farm. When he was quite a voung
man he was stirred with the military
ardor of the times, took the shill
ing”’ and joined an expedition to
Flanders He was at the battle of
Waterloo, where he was twice wound
ed He received his discharge on the
reduction of the armv and returned
home for a short time. He again en
listed in the King's Light Infantry
and was soon made head drill in
structor. In 1837 he was discharged
with a pension which he drew until
the time of his death in Toronto
During three vears he was in France

he acquired great proficiency in fene

ing, gymnastics, and sword exercise
He was awarded the highest prize for
sword and gvmnastic exercise in every

countrv he had visited—in France
Spain, Italy, England and Ireland
In 1850 he emigrated to
and first took up his residence in
Quebec, where he opened a school in
instruction and scon acquired a pa

(Canada

tron ir. Ladv Elgin, the wife of the
Governor General, who employed him
to give instruction to her children in
calisthenics, genecal deportment and
riding Lord Llgin urged Dr. Ry

son, the Superintendent of Fducation

to engage nim as a teact

in Toronto,

er of gvmnastics, fencing and deport
e From 1853 until 1877 he taug
in the Normal and Model Schools. He

ulso taught i
[ Bishop
School. Mrs

M Nixon's

the Upper
Strachan’s L¢
.\a-\t]ln' |

Ladies’ S

adie

hool and

private familie He  proved a
valuai man to the military e
pal of Canada West. He drilled
all independent corps organized
before the embodiment of the per
manent militia, officers and men, ai
tillery cavalry and infantry He

assi) '-ll (.nI (;l'lll:‘l' ')t'nlxn} 1o ol

gani the Toronto Field Batterv and
remained with 1t as adjutan and
drill instructor five vears, when the

Tenth Roy
("ol. Denison

2nd ar Queen’s Own and

als had to be formed

the ommandant, would not forn
them unless Goodwin would become
adjutant and drill instructor The
dutie of this position he discharged
with so much skill and courtesy that
the officers would not allow him to
leave the battalion, but passed a un
animi vote that he was till to
rema member Col. Goodwin was
al rekeeper for the Militia Store
Department and rom 1856 until
187 not a cent worth of the stor

unde hi charge had been lost ot

\

C'olonel was TWICe arried
and had two families By his first
wife, who died in 1835, he had five
childre He married hi econd wil
in 1837 By her he had eleven chil
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