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BRITISH FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE.

Ill announcing the opening of its 18991900 session, 
the British Fire Prevention Committee says:

The British Fire Prevention Committee, under 
whose auspices these tests are conducted, was found­
ed after the Cripplegate lire of November, 1897, and 
was fully incorporated early this year. It counts a 
membership of some five hundred architects, 
vcyors, engineers, municipal officers and others direct­
ly or indirectly interested in fire prevention, among 
whom are practically all the leading members of the 
professions named.

Three of the primary objects of the Committee 
defined as follows:—

To direct attention to the urgent need for increased 
protection of life and property from fire by the ailop 
lion of preventive measures.

To use its influence in every direction towards 
minimizing the possibilities and dangers of fire.

To undertake such independent investigations and 
tests of materials, methods and appliances as may be 
considered advisable.

It is with the idea of meeting these objects that a 
testing station has been established.

The purpose of the tests is to obtain reliable data 
as to the exact fire resistance of the various materials, 
systems of construction, or appliances used iu build 
ing practice. Such data have not as yet been avail 
able, owing to the fact that nearly all investigations 
of tins description have been carried out by indivi 
dual makers or inventors with specific commercial 
objects in view. The few independent tests made in 
the United States have so far only been of minor im 
portance. The present tests will be of an entirely in 
dependent character, arranged on scientific lines, but 
with full consideration for the practical purpose in 
view. Absolute reliability will be assured, records be 
ing mostly taken automatically, or by photography, 
and the temperatures being easily regulated by the 
application of gas. All reports on tests solely state 
the bare facts and occurences, with tables, diagrams 
and illustrations, and on no account will reports in­
clude expressions of opinion or any expressions that 
might be read as comparisons or criticisms.

The actual tests are attended by the members of the 
Council and the members of the Committee in 
lion, care being taken that the attendance is always 
thoroughly representative of the technical professions 
primarily interested in the specific object under inves­
tigation. As to the testing station, it comprises two 
houses standing in their own grounds near Regent’s 
l’ark, and backing on to the Regent's Canal, 
principal building is used for committee rooms and 
laboratory purposes, whilst the gardens arc utilized 
for the principal so-called "full size" tests. These 
generally carried on in brick chambers specially 
ed for the purpose. The fuel primarily takes the 
form of gas, and the principal recording instruments 
are electrical pyrometers with photographic records, 
the ordinary photograph camera and the smelting

*

globule. As to the finaicial aspect of the station, the 
establishment expenses have been met by a special 
subscription which will also cover the expenses of 
conducting tests of general technical interest. Tests 
with patented materials, makers’ systems, etc., etc., 
arc, however, subject to a scale of charges, but these 
charges are so figured as to only just cover the ac­
tual cost. The services of the members conducting 
or attending tests arc given gratuitously. In the 
first six months’ work at the testing station no less 

an 27 official tests were undertaken, and the results 
were embodied in 20 reports. Of these 27 tests there 
were 5 with floors, 2 with ceilings, 4 with partitions, 7 
with doors, 8 with glazing and 1 with treated wood.
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FIRE LOSSES IN CANADA FOR OCTOBER, 180». 
(ESTIMATED).

tleuea
Low.

Ism ram ■L«k ATH'M. I>f%< mrtioN.Datr.

1 Brantford ..........
2 l‘ont y pool..........
} Beem.tviVe .......
3 Quebec.................
3 Montreal •••••##
^Sunderland.........
4 Hfsting*...........
4 Tp. Brovk..........
4 Woodstovk.........
4 Nvw NVvstminis

Farm Property..
I «welling............
School..................
Store....................
Carpenter's Shop 
Farm I’ioja*rty.. 
Farm Property..
Outbuilding*___
Livery Stable...,

$'.st0
#500
J.oon
J.ooo

75®
5.000

700
1,000

*5°
1,200

(kjo

Convent...............
Conflagration__
Store tSf 1 >'ling
Dwelling............
Stable*.................
Oatbuilding........
Farm Projarty.
Stable*............... .
Conflagration.... 
Planing Mill....
Storehou*e..........
Ht tel...................

ter........
53,ooo

13.000
30,000

2,000
1.500
2.500

6 Sussex, N.B.
8 St. Charles.

10 Coll
11 Toronto................
11 Winning............
12 fluidulph...........
13 St. Catherines...
16 Ridgt town........
19 Winning............

i«> Valle) lit ! I..........
20 Memphn magvg
25 Brantford..........
27/rhrre Rivers..,. 
28 I .earning! on.... 
2*) Woodstovk..........
30 Port Dalhomie..
31 Kingston............
31 Montreal.............

2,500
800

2,500
3,000

15,000 
11,000

9,000
75,10°

500

42,000 
6,000 

11,000 
14,000 
9.000 
5,000

Store.................
Bridge..............
F.va]N>rating

Factory
Dwelling........... .
Stores <5r D'lingt
store....................
Hotel....................

1,500 ....
2,000
5,000
4,000

2.500
7.500 
6,uoo

25,000

in»-ss° f 75.750

$66,510 $3'",15

$399,060 $210,900

Add 20 per cent, tor unreported losses 
and losses under $ 1................................ .

Totals.......................... .............
r<4a

Summary for Correspondin'. Months of 1899 Compared 
with 1898.

1899. 1898.

Tout Ixmw. Iimuruncelxw. Total Loan.

The
For January.. 

“ February. 
“ March...
“ April......
■M.y.........
“ June.......
" Jeiy........
“ August 
“ Septemurr 
** October..

$ 1 ,«1,140 
1,120,910 

347,040 
418,3m 
990,140 
427,080
5*9.400
182,840
*»7,7Jo
399.0*0

$ 621,080 
*»5,5*° 
«2440 
356,7*0
578.160 
287,120 
364480 
190,800
476.160 
210,900

$ 434,»8o 
9*o. *40
55*.

301,160
531,3*0
39»,76o
165/180
101,720

<"-0

411,960
340440
459480
460.9*'
578,400

3,377,1*0
615,000

arc
erect «43 It3'4.

315.960
1,154,480

293,160

Totale.,.. $7.157.870 S3.734.480 <8,087,8801 S4.n4.mo

——— -


