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FIRE INSURANCE PROSPECTS. anil the .dividend and lax payments of January and 
February to be met, company managers mav well 
feel anxious.

-<>

Snnc Timely Comments.
( >ne feature which will unnecessarily complicate tin- 

situation and annoy, without any accruing advantage, 
mav he expected in the complaints of hoards of dim- 
tors, home offices, superior officers, etc. No 
derwriter can keep rates up and hold the fire loss in 
reasonaMe limits, and it is exasperating to managers 
to be criticised in bail seasons by those who fad to 
express any approval when profit- arc made, evident! v 
ascribing them to “good times." It has happened 
more than once that companies have lost the service- 
of valuable men and have seriously handicapped their 

of a chances hv bringing aliout the resignations of abb 
underw riters because they could not perform miracles.

It would appear to company managers at times as 
though the positiveness and quantity of adverse critic 
ism were in inverse ratio to the critic’s knowledge of 
the actual eonditi n of affairs About March or April 
will develop in some offices situations of the kind 

l ew companies fail to show a loss now on ?'*,ve to the great detriment of the best
,i. ,v « . . interest* of the stock holders, hire insurance is to al,m '*;< •inderwniing ,Tera„ons so that with the llul(Tia, rxt(.nt a speculative venture, and must not be 
!o>S1' l^vemher. January and l ebruary to face, , expected to .always yield nothing hut profit

Manx managers of lire companies doing busiiu**- in
< anada \xill heartily endorse the very sensible and 
tmielx comments of the "( ommvrciai Bulletin" (New 
Yorkl. «ni the prospects of underwriters for the prv 
“i nt x ear Keverse.R must be endured by directors of
< x et x i orp. iration xxith some degree of e.|uanimit v, 
and tluiM* xxbo are not |nassessed of |iativncv and

one mi

4 < >111111011 sense slunild not be allowetl to xvu|»x |K>si 
h-hi*, xx lien tliex i an di“turb the even ten r

file "Bulletin"i unipanx “ operation-
It i“ xi rx apparent to all xxlio xxatch the course of

“a x “ :

vxent“ in lire tindetxxrititig that this xvinter will he a 
bard one for the tire insurance tympanic*. Rat"
haxe fallen, xxhile ln>th losses and expense* have in 
creased

Premiums • li tige.) per rent. 
»f Kink» lakfii.

tir«»s A in* *uiit 
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Fire Insurance in Canada, i8<>8.

1 “'.hi 1895. 1-94. 1-91. 1892. 1H9I. I “90. 1MS9 1888. 1**7. 1886. 1**5. 18*4.1897.1-98.

69.50 66.87 72.47 72.4*. 7it .lit 
.9 5o 69.12 67.76 76.57 66.1». 
61.72 71.11 68.84 74.40 7.4.8»

71.79 61.07 
112.00 56.29 
61.26 62.(»s

56.64 65.14 69 97 65.24 56.10 
48.15 5! ON 64.62 68.01 56.62 
48.19 52.84 72.41 .>8.44 57.46

55.22 65.30
64.29 
50 17

69.01. 
61.50 
64 12

< •natlisn . 

A met i< in..
79.' 2
«I 05

«I II 59 11 68.69 75 65| 68 64 50 09 55.57 66.40 66.62 56.56 61.4861.95 68.2.*74 17 64.41Toi.l* ... .

I lie gr.I-- amount of policies, new and renewed.
taken during the year by tire c*snpanics was $f>»i. Tile average rate of premium charged <in each $i,
K.i.iiHii, which i- greater by $iy.4<iJ..fMo than the .......... . ri-ks takitt in 18148 is $12,57.1 as against $12.
amount taken in 18*47 I he premium- charged there 512. which was the corresponding rale in 18*47. The

am*united in 18*48 to $8,51*4,12,17»*. being $25*4. indiviilual rates for the different companies will In
S*/mi2 greater than the amount charged the previous f,mini in the annexed table, and will be seen to vary
>car I lie rate of premiums (1,2571 al,,l *l|v ra,<" °» a good ileal, as might naturally be expected, con
lo-s ((15.1.41 di* not differ to any material extent from sidering the varieties of the business done by the
that of 18147 11,251 and <151*4 respectively). The loss companies.
rate 1- only <175 per cent, greater than the average The losses incurred (approximate) during the year, 
loss rate (tii .til for the past thirlv years, the year compared with the amount of risk current (taking
t$77 l|<,,nk' excluded. for this the mean of the amounts in force at the begin

1 he rate jier cent of premiums charged upon ri-k- mug and end of the year), have been at the average
taken is shown in the following talile: - rate of $(1.20 per $1,000 current risk. The core-

I lie increa-e in the amounts taken in 18148 as com , ponding rates for 1882, 1883. 1884. 1885, 188(1, 1887, 
pared with 18*17, among Canadian Companies, i- 1888. 188*4. 18*40, 18141, 18*42, 1893, 18*44, 18*45. l8*|f'

\mong llrilislt companic- there i- an and 18*17 were $5.(18, $5.5(1, $5.37, $4.54, $5 48. $570.

1‘kkmivms anii Losses ciimeakkii with risks.

on

“'.1.7.17 ‘I'M
increa-e of $10.1437.833, and among American com ; $4 7". $4-IV. $4 *4, $5.33, $5.(11, $<>.17, $5.50, $5 75. 
panics there 1- an increase of $2.78(1,584 $5.15 and $5.38 respectively.
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