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COMPENSATION FOR WORKMEN INJURED IN
ACCIDENTS.

The Labour Accidents Commission appointed by
the Government of the Province of Quebec is now
sitting in Montreal. A deputation trom the Mont-
real branch of the Canadian Manufacturers
appeared before them on the sth inst, and sub-
mitted the following suggestions :

1.—Compensation for accidents should be made
oblhigatory upon all emnloyees of lahour.

2.—Said compensation should be fixed with re-
ference to earnings of victim at time of accident

3.—Thres years' earmings should constitute the
utmost compensation for death or total disability,
provided always that the total sum does not ex-
ceed $2,500

4.—Compensation for temporary disability to run
for not more than 52 weeks at 50 pe. of current
wages, and in case of non-recovery the employer
may by the payment of a lump sum (which with the
payments already made shall not exceed the amount
stated in clause 3 namely $2,500) cancel all obliga-
tion.

We would also respectfully urge further clauses
as follows : —

5.—Stated allowance to be given for loss of
limbs and permanent disability of a minor charac-
ter; the compensation awarded for such injunes to
be computed in preportion to the indemnity dus for
loss of Life as based on the scale of indemnities n
use by Accident Insurance Compani=s

0. That employers shall not be held responsib'e
for any acadent to an employee which has been
caused by

a)—Sad employee being under the influence of
hquor or drugs

(6)—~By known bodily infirmity such as epilepsy,
etc

)~ By the employee’s cwn crimimal or wilful act

7.~ That prov.sien be made to <ecure to the vic
tim or to the victim’s famuly the co ppensation du»
them from an acaident, and thus prevent the amount
from bang ceized for any debt incurred prior to
s accident

8 —~That provision be made so that the com-
pensation due an ijured employee shall rank for
payment as wages dus, in ocase of the employer
becoming insolvent

We would respectfully urge that the law be so
prepared that tae compensation to be paid under
the Act can be determined without the intervention
of a legal practitioner, and that the compensation
when paid shall constitute a final discharge of all
hability on the part of the employer; and that on
the passing of the propesed Act all claims for com-
pensation for acaidents sustained whilst in the em
ployment of any person shall be settled or ad-
jud cated under at.

A representative of THE CHRONICLE in d.scuss-
ing the above with a promiment Accident Under-
writer 1n this city asked him the following ques-
tions :

1) Should the cuggestions cfiersd by the repre
santatives of the C. M. A be adepted how would
it affect employers of labour in ths Province as
compared with emp'oyers of labovr in Ontano
Answer: At present the ratss charged by accident
companies 1in Ontarios are on the same basis as
those prc\mlmg m this Province, while in British
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Columbia, where an act exists similar to that pro-
posed for this Province, but not so severe, the
difference in rates is very marked, owing to the
very much greater risk assumed under the Act by
the Accident Companies. It is, therefore obvious,
under the proposed change, the discrimination
would be very marked to the disadvantage of
employers of labour in the Province of Quebec
For instance, a building contractor in this Province
employing masons and carpenters, at present pays
a rate of $1.50 per cent. for certain hmits of lia-
bility whereas in British Columbia the rate is $2.72
per cent. An ron founder doing shop work, n
this Province pays a rate of .42 cents per cent. and
in British Columbia $1.44 per cent.  Steel erection
contractors in this Province pay a rate of $4.72
per cent. and in British Columbia $7.00 per cent.

The members of the Labour Commission are
Messrs. Globensky, K.C, C. B. Gordon and F
Marois.
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FIRE AT DOMINION PARK, MONTREAL.

On the 6th mstant, a disastrous fire occurred at
Domimon Park, Montreal, and within three hours
the whole eastern stretch of buildings together with
the line of side show buildings on the north side
were destroyed, with the Scenic railway. All the
consumed buildings were of lumber.

There is a water system at the park, which is
preserved for use only when the park i1s open in
summer. The river St. Lawrence 1s close by but
as there was no means of getting water from it,
tugs from the harbour had to be requisitioned
These arrived about twenty minutes after the call
was sent 1n and 1t was largely owing to their assist-
ance that all buildings in the Park were not con-
sumed. The following companies are interested :
German American.... $4,250 Losdon Mutual....o . .oo. $4,200
Western.oovvavevannn 4,600 Connectictt..os....eee. 4,200
N. Y. Underwriters... 4,250 Montmagny..... o ssaven, ADD
Northern...u . K500 Missisquor & Rouville... 1,500
Norwich Unio 5000 Sterling.eeesivecacnsess 1,500
Mount Royal... oo 3,000 Stan<tead & Sherbrooke. 1,000
Law Union & Crown. 2,000 la Fonciere ....ovoeeee 1,600
North America.., 2,500 Canada Mutual, -
Moutreal Canada.,.... 5,000 Gua dmn...... .
Richmond & Drummond 4,230 Sovereign ....o..oiiveee 4,000
AetiB.eivesvasnneense 1,000 Standard & Muatual...... 5,000
OUAWA . ovve vasenees 3,000 Anglo American........ 3,500
P’hoe ix of London.... 8,500 Fquity... ...... eee 2,500
Queen..oe. Lloyds of England.
Empire City ...
North River ...ovvee.. 1,750
Manitob®,ooeeeconeens 420 Nustall Jouns sennee coee 1,000
UnioBeeesserasocnases 6,000 Lloyds..oossioesoonesss 12,000

Totwlve veees $170,000
Insurance loss about, $80,000.
I

ONLY TWO FIRES that were at all serious occurred
in Mcntreal during October, according to the
monthly report of the city fire alarm department.
As one of these was the fire ‘hat destroyed the
Cote St. Paul Roman Cathol.: church, the only
serious fire within the city limits was the one by
which damage to the extent of $35.000 was done
in  the Customs Examiming Warchcuse.  The
month's record of alarms was as follows :
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