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no advan age.m»!y situated for shipment'. The utli. 
arc in the centre of Canada, in close proximity 
i'limatahle deposits of silver, gold, copper and lea 
Nova Scotia. Ixing the oldest in point of work 1 

ill give its ligures precedence; the Sydney o 
mines have hi en ojieratcd since 17**1. It was n 
however, until 1847 that systematic n’.ih ng was t 
gun. though in 17*16. four Halifax merchants in 
authorized to dig 3.0x1 chaldrons of coal, for win 
privilege they paid £41x1. and undertook to send li 
die output to Halifax, at the rate of one husliel an 1 
a half for a shilling. In 1784. the Governor fix. 
the price of coal at 11 shillings and 6 pence per to 
The following shows the output of Nova Scotia co 
for a series of years, front 1847 to 1899.

STATISTICS Of CAMADAS COAL TRADE.

Coal, which is now the m >st valuable, as it is also 
the must interesting of natural products, has risen into 
importance as fuel within a comparatively recent 
(icriitd. Whatever sinciting of metallic ores, or forg­
ing <>f metals, was done in early times, was effected 
hv wood. Traces of charcoal hearths and furnaces 
operated by the Romans have liven found in England 
and F.nrope Although they knew where coal ex 
isted, they ignored it as fuel. For iloniestic ptirjKisC' 
and the lighter processes of metal workers coal wax 
used in England and Scotland in the thirteenth ecu 
turx ; !»nt it was not until early in the seventeenth 
dial it was utilized for smelting iron. In 17<»i. there 
were »!,<»*> tons of pig iron smelted in English for­
ests, front charcoal, none of these furnaces now cx
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11,491
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1119,317 
119.47- 
1*3,099 
174.2*1 
267,*00 
393 .Ml 
471,105

Veer. Tuns.
7*5,914 
011,7011 
972,951 
093,511 

1,280,0511 
2.267.91 
2,493,454 
2,563.x*. 
3,I48.S22

1*27I St. 1832The 11'C of coal was known to the early navigators 
of thr 0I11 wrld, and one wrier sjieak- of n«l living 
seen at 1 ape Breton about die time when Jacques 
t artier saw die coast Had its power hern realized. 
Nova Scotia would have been much earlier developed 
It was not, however, until 1713 that England -iw 
successful effort» to «melt iron with coal, after at 
tempts extending over a century had failed. The 
first iron «melting furnace was the foundation of 
England's supremacy in manufacturing, for she draws 
foen her coal mines the |mwer to operate the incal 
lulahlv rich industries upon which her commercial 
and maritime strength are fwiitt.

The marvellous strides made by Eng'and after tin 
coal minc« began to In- frevlv worked for iron -inch 
mg .mil the pixu esse* of iron matiufac tiring inspire 
most sanguine hope- that the wealth of t anada wid 
he also enormously enlarged when a> was the case 
in England, her vast stores of iron ore are converted 
into merchandise h\ the medium of her deposits of 
coal 111 the ven nature of things, a country wholly 
agricultural cannot have large aggregations of peop'e. 
nor can it liecome as attractive for «ett'ement. or is 
wealthy as one where great manufactures are car­
ried "it which require and develop capital, and re 
quire and develop every larietv of human labour 
and talent Agriculture i« a splendid attxiliari ser­
vice, In* alone it is not equal to the task of building 
up a great nation.

To her expanding win at fields < anada l.»ik« w lli 
just pride and lui|h-, hut. with girater reas<*i f'.r .«an 
gume anticipations she may view her thousands of 
am-, of coal fields, and «4 other tiiincra'* wli ch ban 
in them "the promise and tin (otency" of national 
development that will hr .1 marked feature of the 
coining crnturi Ij-t year the mineral output of 
• anada was valued at $48.438.447, over 41 per rent 
of which was coal Our nation’s chief coal depos t« 
are unique hi location, being placed on the extreme 
wr-li-m and ea-terti shores, respectively, of the f'ac 
fir and \il.mtic >.<ran« No others in the world are
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The effect of the national tariff enacted in 1870 
■irik tigli exhibited in almvc returns. The area 
the Nova Scotia coal fields is <>35 square miles, ai 
the «rams run from 45 to fin feet, or from three 1 
five tune- what is considered a thick seam in Gri 
Britain These mines are s»» near the water and th 
Sydney piers so commodious that vessels carryim. 
over 4,<xjo tolls have taken on their cargo and sails I 
away within -ix hours of the time of arrival. The\ 
ate l,<xai miles nearer Eumiie than the American coa 
fields, the pn ducts of which have a long haul In 
' lilway before reaching the «va. In the fill tire the 
w hi 11 coal will ban to be sent a> ross to Europe, th 
as iron ore is near at hand, the prospects are ven 
bright for an enormous development of the mineral 
resource* and manufacturing o|iportunities of No\ . 
Scotia The British Columbia coal mines have ben 
Nova Scotia mines will have a great advantage, aim 
worked for over ho years. The Nanaimo basin 
4'xi square miles; the Comox, 600 to 7m square mill - 
tjuecn c harlot te Island, a bout the same, and thei 
are other coal hearing arias which raise the tola 
stent of the wc-tcm coal fields to 13,700 «quart 

miles The British Columbia output in past thre 
cars. and. in preceding yea’s, was as be'ow

Bril tel. i-..lsml.U
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1,263,44' 
1,019.390 
1.130.277

1*9* I Ml 257,056 
90,788 
11,200

I lie pr.uluition of coal in Manitoba and the Te 
ritoric- la-t tear was . nil 134.41 si th ni ne- being 
in an earlx stage of development. In tin North 
V\. st and the Rockv Mountains district, it is c- 
timated that tin coal area will prove to cover from 
14.0 SI to tfi.ixxi square miles. In the 'alter district
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