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nels. Why not submit (his question to
the people? 1f they were suve the 1 o-
ple would say “Yas,"” give them the op-
portunity to say (1« ‘Yes,” and the
committee would b .. a mandate ‘o dis
cuss. If negotiations wer: to be stop*
ped, were it not better to s.wp then be
fore it was too late; if they were to be
carried on, ‘vere it not better to carry
ttem on backed by the mandate of the
people.

Dr. Barclay then moved his amend-

ment to the amendment: “That pres-
byteries, i and i
be asked to fully ider and

As it was, this could not be done. He
3 bt

PP S ittee’s report
down to the people because it was not
yet complete.

The Rev. K. C. McLeod, Ponoka,
Alta., said the matter ought to be dis-
posed of by the Assembly. ‘‘Many min-
isters,” he adaed, “will, I know, take
this matter to their congregations with
a personal bias, and we all know how
thoy infl their gregati 80
the voice that will come back to us will
not be the voice of the people, but the
voice of prejudiced ministers. 1 there-
fore counsel delay, and that matters be
left alone until they create an atmos
phere which will carry us along to a

ful auck

:::ok judgment upon this whole ahtl-
on,"”
acceptable to Dr. Patrick and the
mover of tie amendment.

Dr. C. W. Gordon seconded Dr. Bar-
clay’s motion.

Kev, John Mackay here withdrew his
amendment.

Dr. T. Wardlaw Taylor, of New West-

minster, said he believed it was the duty
of every man who thought it impossible
1o secure union to stand back and leave
others to do whai they could, giving
them untrammelled liberty and await-
ing to see what they would gain—or
lose.

Dr. Somerville, of Toronto, said there
were 300,000 people coming into Canada
this year, and these numbers would
grow every year. It was obvious that
the churches should be in a position
to work amongst them without the over-
lapping and rivalry that existed in
many places in the west. It was ab-
surd that, with the scarcity of men and
money, there should be two ministers
of rival churches labori t com-

and hoped that this would be -

Dr. Campbell, of Victoria, B.C., de-
clared that the Assembly, instead of
criticizing the committee, should thank
it for the work it had so well done. If
there were to be any union it must
be brought about by the people. Ile
regarded it as most unfortunate that
there should be so much disagreement

t e delegates while di i
this mati + of union, and counselled
deliberate action, as it would be a cal-
amity if they were to make a formal
union with other churches, and leave a
large part of their own people out of it,
to continue the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, as had happened in Scotland.

Principal Patrick Closes the Debate.

Principal Patrick closed the discus-
sion with a masterly speech. He said
he wanted to effect a union with every
Protestant church from the Atlantic to
the Pacif, believing that Canada’s re-
ligious destines could omly be worked
out by a union of the churches. The

munities of less than thirty families.

Dr. Duval, Winnipeg, urged the con-
sideration of the question in a little
more Christian spirit than some of the
speakers had shown. The Assembly
must avoid the mistake of forcing this
union.

Principal Maclaren, Toronto, said the
matter must not be untiuly hastened.
He did not think tley could wisely rusf
into a union with other denominations
which they highly esteemed and loved
at the expense of disunion among them-
selves. (Applause.)

The Rev. J. Knox Wright, of Van
couver, said the question at issue was
really whether they should send to
presbyteries, and tions
a document asking for their suggestions
for the perfection of it. It meant ask-
ing congregations, sessions and presby-
teries to give suggestions upon a cer-
tain thing concerning which their con-
sent had never been asked and upon
which they had never given judgment,

time forargument had notyet arrived,
k the ittee was still prepar-
ing its case, and it should not be dis-
cussed on #s merits until it was com-
plete. As sensible men, they must see
that to submit a fragmentary report to
the people would be injudicious. When
they appealed to the people it must be
in orderly and constitutional style,
when they could place all the facts be-
fore them. The committee welcomed
all the criticism levelled at it, even
though some of it was ungenerous and
unjust. Three proposals had been
made. One by the committee, and two
amendments. To the first amendment
he was absolutely . To under-
stand it properly it must be intenpret-
ed in the light of the speeches in its
support. (Applause.) It maised the
primary issue of whether or mnot this
church shall continue to prosecute ne-
gotiations with the Methodist and Con
gregational churches, That was not
the language used—much more definite
language was employed three years
ago. But its meaning was the same—
practically meaning the discharge of

as to whether it should go through
The only consistent thing they could
do as a representative and not an auto-
cratic body was to send it to the presby-
teries and congregations to find out
if they were in favor of continuing the
negotiations for union, and if so, to
give suggestions for improvements as
to the basis of union. ,
The Rev. Duncan Campbell, of Kam-
loops, B.C., spoke on the mbjoot’ (pm

this ittee. It was here explained
that the amendment had been with-
drawn, but the moderator said he had
not understood that. In any case the
sanotion of the assembly must be gi-

ven. This was accorded, and so Dr.
Barclay’s amendment stood alone.
Principal Patrick said he thought its

heartily in of union

as himself. (Applause.) “Therefore, he
did not wish the matter put before the
bly in such a way as to mi

the point of view of a
ary, and_he said too much importance
had been made of the rivalry and over-
lapping of the different churches in
the home mission field. “The mem-
bership of the church,” he added, “is
spending more money in tobacco than
in home mission wo We should be
able to send men out on this work two
by two, for the greatest hardship on
these men is the solitariness. If there
is any crowding, it is in the theolggi
colleges and not in the missions.”

people themselves. Then, in two years
hence, 1 committee ecculd report to
the assembly that its labors were com-
pleted and that the basis of an hon
orable and satisfactory union had been
accon ed. Then they coubd aslh
the assembly to appro.e of it and refer
it to the presbyteric and congregations
for their approval. In conclusion, Dr.
Patrick said he hoped some means
could be devised of reconciling the mo-
tion and second amendment, so that a
unanimous vote cotld be arrived at.
He hoped all would vote for what they
considered was wisest and best in the
interests, mot merely of their common
Presbyterianism, but of their common
Canadian Christianity. (Applause.)

The vote was then taken on Dr, Bar-
clay’s amendment when it was defeat
ed by 124 to 60.

The main motion to adopt the com
mittee’s report was accepted by 137 to
11 votes.

Sabbath Observance,

On resuming in the afternoon, after
some routine business was settled, Mr.
J. A. Patterson, K.C., Toronto, then ad-
dressed the meeting on Subbath ob-
servance, which ke characterized as one
of the most important questions of the
day

The laws of Sabba'll observance, he
said, are cousistent with liberty, in that
they are the laws for the welfare of hu
manity, for the protection of hone, for
the harmonization of capital and labor.
They are the laws of national self-preser-
vation. Unless the civil laws on the sub-
ject rested on the Book of books, they
stood on a poor foundation. When the
history of modern miracles is written,
the story of our Lord’s Day Act will
be written first as the greatest. We had
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and others who
were not Presbyterians, the man with
the dinner pail, and the man of books,
all helped us to pass this great act.
They must not think they had done all
they could, but must gather themselves
together for greater effort. Civil law
had now made people idle; the churches
must now come in and say that ‘Now
you are ldle, come in and worship the
Lord" He read the recommendations
of the committee as follows: ‘That the
Asserbly commend the work of the
Tord's Day Alliance, expresses its ap
preciution of the work done by the sec
retaries of the Alliance to preserve the
Sabbtth as a sacred heritage, and urges
cn pastors and people the necessity of
advantaging the interests of Sabbath
observance, and presses for a special
Sunday for the advocacy of Sabbath ob
servance.,” The teport was received and
ts recoramendations adopted.

Sabbath School Work,

The report on Sabbath Schools was
presented by the Rev. T, C. Robertson,
general segretary, in t"e absence of the
vonvener, the Rev. Dr. J. Neil, Toronto.
He expressed regret that Dr. Neil was
not present, hecause, first, the convener
had looked forward to this meeting
on account of the <ncouraging nature
of the report on Sunday school work,
and, secondly, because, after serving
eight years as convener, he felt he must
retire, and he desired to give his clos-

sent the judgment of that body before
the Presbyterian church and the people
of Oanada. As to the proposed union
itself, the very first question it raised
was on what terms it was to be accom-
plished. No one could say whether it
was desirable or not until they knew
that. But it was undesirable that the

any lack of imity in this
and assembly on the point especially af-
ter three assemblies had endorsed the

The Rev, J. A. Corine, Oak Lake,

Man., said if they had an abundance of
men and money they could send men
into the home mission field two by two.

ipl. They did not wish to fin-
y commit the assembly at this stage,
that the committee should be able
fortify itself with all the advice and
it could collect from the

sges

mg stat t per: Dr. Neil had
rendered very good work to the church
as convener of the Sabbath school com-
mittee, and the speaker asked leave to
acknowledge the great kindness and
helpfulness he had showu to him per
sonally as general secretary during the
past two years. Mr. Robertson spoke
of the value of the Sunday school as
an agency to introdnce family worship
in the homes, and then referred with
satisfuction to the facts that the increase
in the Sabbath schools in 1906 was 1,000
over any peecediug year, and that over
seven d in the Sabbath school
were reported as having come into full
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