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Meeting of the General Assembly's
Sabbath School Committee.

The Gencral Assembly’s Cabbath
School Committee met in Central
Church, Toronto, on April Gth. Thae
committee appointed to investigate the
caarge that the receipts from iast Chil-
dren’s Day had not been applicd as di-
rected by the Assembly reported ‘hat in
their opinion the Convener was justified
in deducting from the gross amount the
actual cost of issuing the programmes.
Their finding will appear in full in the
roport to Assembly. It was adopted
unanimously by the committee. The
committee in charge of a preparation of
a Young Children’s Catochism reported
progress and promised to have a com-
plete draft ready by the meeting of As-
gembly. The Convener presented the
financial statements as they will appear
in the report to Assembly. The guar-
anteed liahility has been discharged,
and the deficit on current expenses is
only $22. The receipts from Childrer’s
Day and other donations were $4,
193.46, as compared with $3,698.43 last
year, an increase of mearly £500. A
long discussion took plaec in regard to
Higher Religious Instructic . In at-
tempting to comply with the recommen-
dation of Assembly to make the scheme
self-supporting the course was made to
extend over three years, and other modi-
fications were introdnced. The experi-
ence of this year has convinced the com-
mittee that any attempt to comply with
the recommendetion referred to will not
succeed. The scheme must be support-
ed by the voluntary contributions of
those who approve of it. The Children’s
Day contributions were originally soli-
cited chiefly for this work and were li-
beral beyond its requirements before
any Lesson Helps were published. Tt
was therefore resolved to recommend to
the Assembly that the expenses of the
scheme be made a first charge upon the
receipts from Children’s Day. The total
amount required does not exceed $400
or $500. Tt was also resolved, in view
of misunderstandings, that medals,
prizes, and diplomas be issued for the
examination last January on the same
basis as heretofore. It was recommend-
ed that in future the giving of medals
be discontinued.

The contract for the publication of
olass and school registers having expired,
a committee was appointed to revise the
forms and report to the meeting in June
with a view of issuing a revised set next
summer. Ry

A committee was appointed to pre-
pare a programme for next Children’s
Day. The Convener then annonneed, in
the following terms, his intention of re-
tiring from the committee:

“T shall respectfully request the Gen-
eral Assombly to permit me to retire
from the Convenership for the following
reasons: !
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“1, The Assembly has taken out of the
control of the committee a very imvort-
ant part of the work committed to ite
oversight, namely, the publication of the
Lesson Helps. This it has done without
assigning any reason and in the face of
the earnest remonstrance of the commit-
tee. T cannot but agree with the view ex-
pressed by tie committee in the ‘Ad-
dendum’ to its report last year, and re-
gard this action as a reflection upon the
competency of the committee to manage
its own affairs, and must decline to con-
tinue to preside over it. I should have
taken this ~ourse two years ago had T
not felt in duty bound to remain at my
post until 41l the deficit was paid. T emn
now at liberty to follow the dictates of
honor and self-respect.

“9. Tn appointing a special o mmittee
to superintend the publication of the
Tesson Helps the Assembly has acted
unconstitutionally. Preshyteries, in re
porting on the remits sent down to them
in 1896, vetoed, by a large majority,
the proposal to appoint a Board of Sah-
bath School Publication. The commit-
tee referred to is such a Board and its
existence is a contravention of the Bar-
rier Act.

“3, T have been informed, on authority
which T must accept, that T am personal-
1y unacceptable to some in the Assem-
bly, and that much of the opposition to
the work of the committee arises from
the fact that T have the honor of direet-
ing it. This revelation comes to me as a
very unpleasant surprise. Judging from
the exceedingly flattering resolutions of
appreciation annually passed when the
committee’s report was presented, T
should never have suspeeted the exist-
ence of such a feeling. T am entirely
wnable to charge myself with having
given any just eanse for it. But secing
that it exists, and is able in some degree
to express itself in the decisions of the
Assembly, regard for the intereets of the
8. 8. work, as well as other obvious rea-
sons, require that T shall give place to
some one who shall he fortnnate enaneh
to nossess the zood-will of the hrethren.”

The committee then adionrned to
meet in Central Church, Tamilton. on
the second Thureday of Tune at 9
o’clock a.m.

What About the Entire Psalter?
FEditor Dominion Preshyterian:—

Sir: When what is called “The Pres-
hetarian Ranl af Praten” spmn ant wa
were most distinetlv told that the whole
Pealter also would be issued by the Gen-
eral Assembly for nee in tha service of
nraice in our Chnreh.  TWa wers not to
be limited to a kind of “Poss Palter.”
ae it mav be termed. We are a mood
Aeal older to-dav than wa wers thon,
But as regards the promise fnet stated,
we now—to expresa it in Fihernian Tan-
guace—hear nothine hut nerfect silence.

‘A goodly number in the Preshyterian
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Church in Oanada would like to know
when thai promise is to be fulfilled.
They belong to those of the 1. 0. O. F.
(Independent Order of Old Fogies), who
believe that the whole Psalior was given
to the Church to be used by her in her
praises “till He come.” I am not
ashamed to say that I am one of them.
True, the whole Psalter is not under the
ban of the General Assembly, but it has
not the “approval and cemmendation”
of that body as what is called “The
Preshvterian Book of Praise” has.  See
the title page of the lattor.

When is the entire Psalter to be “ap-
proved and commended” b, the Gen-
eral Assemb'y as “A Presbyterian Book
of Praise?” is therefore a question to *
which we would like very well to hear
an answer,

T. FENWICK.

Woodbridge, Ont. '
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A Good Suggestion.

Editor Dominion Presbyterian:—

Deas Sir: In view of the fact that in
several cities teaching elders have form-
ed themselves into ministerial associa-
tions, and have been a marked success,
1 venture to suggest the estab'ishment
of similar organizations for the benefit
of ruling elders. 1t has long seemed to
me it would be an immense advantage
in carrying on the responsible work of
oversight, if, at stated periods—say once
a month—the ruling elders in a ety or
district met together for prayer, an ex-
change of views, consultation and en-
couragement. Besides, by some such
method, we would be more in touch
with each other and would receive valu-
able hints of which many of us are now
ignorant. As it is, each congregation
has procedure confined to itself, where-
as, by coming together, plans could be
disenssed and, in many cases, adopted
to our mutual advantage.

There need be no elaborate constitu-
tion or binding rules, but simply the
election of a President and Secretary,
the former holding office for three
months and the latter for a year, while
the meetings could be held once a
month in the respective vestries in turn.

I give the idea for what it is worth.
Perhaps some of my brethren will favor
us with their views through the columns
of your valuable paper.  Yours truly,

‘An Elder.

Ottawa, 23rd April, 1899,

Life is a bvilding. Tt rises slowly,
v by day, through the years. Every
new lesson we learn lays a block on the
edifice which is rising silently within .us.
Every experience, every touch of ano-
\jher life on ours, every influence that
impresses us, every book we read, every
lconversation we have, every act of onr
commonest days, adds something to the
invisible building—J. R. Milller.




