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learned one, it was fit and natural that to them should be
confined the missionary work of the Church; but in our time,
when learning and books are the equal inheritance of the laity
as well, there is a definite lesponsibility that goes along with
them. Who can speak to one immersed in business with such
directness and efficacy as some companion wlio, from practical
experience, has touched tlie core of the same temptations? Not
long ago, you will remember, there was a proposition looking
to the admission, under certain restrictions, of laymen in the
Church of England, to its pulpits. I confess, for one, I can not
but feel tliat the dangers of such a plan, if dangers there are,

would be far more than counter-balanced by its advantages. But
if this should be otherwise, there is no layman among us who
may not wisely remember that it does not need a pulpit in which
to serve Christ and His Church. The Church calls for many
varieties of service from her loyal laity, some of which are
directly in the line of their secular training. To relieve the
clergy of anxiety for the financial administration of their
parishes

;
to give personal lielp to the due order and decent

maintenance of the Church's services ; to visit the destitute,
and gather in the stragglers and instruct the ignorant—all
these are tasks which are within the reach of the most modest
and letiring. And sufter me to say that it will not be until we
have elicited such a spirit of co-operation that the vast arrears
of the Church's work can at all be overtaken. That conception
of the Church which regards the clergy as called to do her work,
and the laity as called to sit and watch them do it, is not more
false than it is impotent. Above all this passive theory of the
Christian life, which makes the individual disciple a sponge to
absorb sermons and services and pastoral visits, an ecclesiastical
leech, crying " give, give " and yielding nothing back—this is a
theory which means, to the soul tliat acquiesces in it, only
spiritual dyspepsia or paralysis. It is an open question
whether there is not too nmch preaching and ministering, in
view of the meagi-e outcome of answering endeavor and
activity. To be continually listening to arguments and
exhortations which lead to no fruitage of Christian activity


