
JO THE DIALECTIC CHARACTEA_Of ENGLISH.

I i

ttrfv^''^"' """"S^- '"^ °« °™ language

English style—was little cared for ZhT
wrote in Latin; and even TTal t the tim'S

eentmy, and after the appearance of our eredramatic literature-it was thought the right tulto compose in latin. Milton thought"!

S

lTw»lW ^'"'>?^'='''=tory t» Oliver Cromwell;ana Waller goes so far as to say

:

, Poete that lasting marble seek
Must carve in Latin or in Greek.

And, hke the tide, out work o'erflows.

This merely dialectic character, then our Ianguage has never been able to thro; off It is stin'm style, m vocabulary, and above all. in its note

n„ta«on-but thre. ThCtr^'-are^tZZthe Norman-French, and the Latin. Of these threethe Engish notation is the worst; theTo™^'IV»^ IS very bad; while the La'tin nota^^n^s

But the whole of our language, as it is written

eroflhTch"^'^
* bWd palimpsest a™1i:

111 \f^ « ^confused and demoralised by

over with dialectic notations-for the lan_.uaaegrew simultaneously from ditterent centres,"with


