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They have a confidc-nt Lope that he will not pervert, or
diftoit the lawi they rely on his impartiality in the inftnic-

tions he (hall give you, and that on this day he will con-
firnn us in the good opinion we entertained of him, when
he came among us, tiutt he will cftablifh the iharadter (he
bronj^hr. with him) of an able and an iipiight Judge and
lea'c bcliiiid clarum et venerabile nomen civibks,

B' t gentlemen, though great is their dependence and con-
fidence in the Honorable Judge, their greatcll confolation is

in vou. Since this profccution muft: take place, they pre-
fer ft jury indifferently chofen to any one judge, or ?ny thre»
judges on earth ; bec<iufe twelve men feleited out of the bo-
dy of the people are found to be the beft inve(lig..tors of
truth; for, not being appointed till the hour of tn..l, they
cannot be influenced, they are fuperior to furprife anu fufpi-

cion; the defendants view you as men without pre idice,

without prepolTeflion, and have full aflurance that you will

judge candidly and impartially between them and the pro-

fecutor.

They deem it necefTary to enlarge on the nature of ju ies,

fo as to bring to your recolleftion, what is the power, as

well as the duty, of a juror.

Lord Mansfield made many attempts to deprive Juries of
the power with which the law inverts them, (namely to jui 5c
of the law as well as of the fad,) by perverting the lawTn
his charges, by menacing the juries, by fending tliem bac.:,

by refufing their verdids, and by other vexatious means.

In all cafes of libels, in his charges to the juries, he or-
dered and enjoined them not to confider the point of law,
for that was not their province; all that they were to de-
liberate upon was the fad of printing and piiblifhing ; and
if they were fatisfied in that point, their bufinefs was done,
they were to return a verdi5f of libel.

It is to be hoped that we Ihall never be infulted with fjch a
dodrine in this country, for it is the moft mifchievous that
ever was preached j it is to be hoped that neither this, nor
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