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In these words the inspired Prophet points
out those causes which had proved so pernici-
ous to the inter;,al prosperity of the Israelites
anJ wluch had so often rendered them an easy
prey to t.'.eir ruthless and ambitious neighbours.
By listening to the suggestions of envy, by tak-
m;; a pleasure in vexing each other, they be-
came divided, and consequently weak, and by
iliis means were often reduced to a state of bon-
aage under a foreign yoke. Instead of keep-
ing in view that they were brethern sprung from
a cammon source

; and that however much they
might differ in matters of snuill importance, still

that tliey were equally interested in maintauiing
I that con:?titution, by which alone their sfrengih
as a nation could bepreser^•cd

j they gave \xay
those passions and those feelin
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