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Orkney town, sliowiiij,' pretty, regular cones fromlike tlic ends of liouses to tl'.c >.trcct of itn

points of view timt liiili' the (•lonj,'ation.

I will (IfS(Til)e tile .;iv:it river Valleys ii) iinotlier iiliice. Tlie viilleys of tlio niountdiu
streiinis, u-^ a rule, are Oiurow, niiiny of tlicni ]h-\\v^ ;,'orjjes. 'I'heir heds often lire V-sliaped for
\rtun distances, iind their exiKuisioiis ended l.y liliiil's i.rojectinf,' into the stream. A conniion
feature is a caHon or rni'ky ol'struetioii near tlieir mmitlis, aKove wliicli there are Ion;,' stretches
of canoe navi;,'ati(in, almost invarialily, linwevcr, ended liv falls or rapids that make porta^'PS
necessary. Overllowed Imltom lands yiildiiij,' coarse wild hay are not unfre(juent in the valleys
of these streams. Small dry prairies occur in some of tliem. 'riirouj,di the counti'y near tlio

railway line, ijiTat craiks or lissui'es in tlie mountains are here and there seen. I'^a^^le Pass
(partly in Yale and partly in Kooteiiay District) is one of tliese, and the expectancy tlint this
crack stretched eastward thence throu;.;!! the Selkirks, lieyond the I'cyion explored hy Mr.
Molierly, CK.. in ISG."), eiialiled Major lloi^'ers to tind the pass or depression for the railway
route, witli which liis name will he associated.

'I'lu- lakes in ^'eni'ral ar<' the familiar llridsh t'nlnmhian mountain lalses, I'linnin;,' north
and south, and very Ion,;,' in proportion to their width, closely hordered Ky steep hillsides, with
.scanty soil, and with swamp -rass jiatehes at; the mouths of the lai',i,'er streams tliat entiT them.

The ahovementioned northerly and southerly trend of the Itockies, and the general though
irregular iiarallelism of the Selkii'ks give necessarily a corresponding chni'acter and course to
the valleys anil rivers. The surface is coi'rugatcd, pressed togethei- like the nari'ower part of a
fan. Instead of opening westerly towards the .sea, the valleys are shut off liy .several mountain
ranges. Tlu- open part of the Kootenay horseshoe is to the south, where, as ahove said, tlu!

great a.xial ranges separate' somewh.at. The natiu'al facilities of intercourse are therefore
greater in a north and south direetion than from east to west. It was a full knowledge of the
almost insurmountalile harriers to trallic pi'cseuted hy the north and south ranges of tins north-
western region of America that caused tlreat Jiritain to insist so eai'nestly, during the negocia-
tions ended liy the Oregon Treaty of ISKI, upon extending her territorial rights soutli so as to
share at least in tlie lienetits of the Coluud)ia waterway—the single channel througli whidi the
waters of the whole interior, for a length of SOO miles'north and soutli, iind an outlet to the
ocean. The Canadian I'aeilic railway, cut ting across the vast ribs of our land, redresses the
jiractical failure of JJritish dijilomaey in IS 1(5, and corrects nature.

I was surprised to Iind so many jiasses in Kooien.ay. Yale District mav he (Mitered at
O.soyoos, hut elsewhere (the Sk.agit valley heing unavailahle) everything for Y'ale District has
had to go round the overh.inging Muli' at Yale, wliero the gorge grudges a twelve-foot road.
ICootenay, though mountainous, is a country of passes. It is approo >(! by passes, valleys or
waterways from almost e\i>ry direction, and tlierc^ are many passes, ;.,;', througli its interior
ranges.

From the west you can strike its chief waterway in a navigable part, from Shuswap Lake
either rin .Sey"mom\ by a high trail, or th'ough the easy Eagle Pass, and from Okanagan by
the valleys of the Nacht-ee oos or the Whaicli-shan strenm.s. Tiu-ee large watercourses open
the southern froiitier. The Kocky ^lnuntains on the cast have half a dozen gatewav-s. To
the north, the large Canoe l^iver valley leads whither you will.

Internally there is a low, rugged cut from tlic \vest('rn arm of Kootenay Lake to tlio

Columbia River—the scene of the much discussed local railway. Passes lead from the Upper
Arrow liake along the Xacille-why-i'ct and Koos-koonaxe to Trout Lake, which also may bo
easily reaeluMl from the north-eastern arm of Upper Arrow Lake. JNb'uiy a miner has gone
frf>m Trout Lake down the L:ir(lo into Kootenav Lake.

Yon can go up licaver Creek (on left bank of the Columliia above Fort Shepherd) and
strike the headwaters of the well known Forty-nine Creek which ilows north into tlio left l)ank
of the Lower Kootenay.

The so-called "Purcell Piang(^" is pierced by the Coat P»iver and Mooyie valleys, and by
an Indian trail from Kooten.'iy Lake to tlu' headwaters of St. .Mary's Itiver. There are trails
also from the north end of Kootenay L;ik(> or from tlu> neighbourhood of T'pper Kootenay Lake,
which lead over high divides to the UpjU'C Kootenay and Ujiper Columbia j'ivers. Tlio
supposed snow-peak region to the north has disclosed a route for the railway across the Selkirks.

Soun^ of tliese linos of internal comniuuieation, it is true, are Indian or, at the best, pack,
trails; still the above shows that the country is not the impenetrable region, naturally, which
many have supposed it to be. With the exception of Vancouver Island, Kootenay is in fact,
naturally, tliO most acoessiule regiou i.i the pro\iiice. J5ul wc have b(;eu fumbling about and
hftve not put the key into the lock, In trying, in past times, to reach and open Kootenay, wq
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