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beginning at page 38, and, being an official report to his superior officer, there eau

be no just reason to discrodit it.

Disastrous as was St. Clair's defýat, it would bave been still more so, but for

the'Indiatis baving indulged in theïr usual love of plunder. Brant in his account of

the battle, after stating tbat St. Clair had partially succooded in cheeking the

Indians, says, that those who formed the centre getting into the middle of the

camp attacked the body under St. Clair, who gave way leaving their cannon and

camp in possession of the Indians.' Before 8 o'clock the engagement in the camp

was over and a few Indians pursued who did à great deal of mise4ief but the

greatest part took to plundering the cainp." (Q. 58-1 p. 227.) Among the plander

Was a lai-go collection of letters from the United States War Office, addressed to St.

Clair and other officers, bosides private correspondence. Copies of the 'most iiûpor-

tant of those were sent by MeKee to bead quarters. A sufficiently full ab8tract of

the captured correspondence is given in the calendar forming part of this report to

malté it serviceable.
The defeat caused dismay in the frontier settlements and great disappointment

-ates. . St. Clair, the agitation in Lhe'public mind wafi
throughout the St According to

iiierffled by bitter calumnies, gross misreprosentations and vile faisehoods, spread

abr'oad to every région by means of the publie prints, and every species of miscon.-

duct was attributed tu me." (Sti Clair's Narrative introduction p. vii). A writer,
friendly in words at least, to St. Clair, says that tËe army was cortainly taken by,
Surprise (Inlay's Western Territory, 1797 p. 286)ý This assertion, which appears tù

Ïbave been gi"n from rumouralone, was indignantly denied -by St. Clair, who throws the

whole bi aime on the War Office which, he contends, had by vacillation and delay beati

the roal.canse of the de feat. The captured correspondence to, be found in Q. 58 1

and additional documents in other volumes, throw great light ùpon the real state of.
theéa@e and may be consulted with advantage by those who désire to invebtigatýB

the imatter more fülly than can be done with the holp of St. Clair's Narrative alone.,

In the course d the correepondence, a letter from the United States War OffIce

wlaims St. Clair not to, incur -týsk of a war with Great Britaîn. The words oÉ thé
jetter wili show thé motivés whieb led to thié order

We mue by ûIl means a-roïd involving the United States with Great Brîtaî»îý
üntil évents arise of the quality and magnitude as te, impress the people ôfthe United
Stûtéàý and the worid at large of the rank i»justice and uùfaiméss of thoir procedtre,
But a war with that Mwer in the prcaont etate of affairs would "tard oâr power,
growth and happines boyond a)rnoet the ý0w6r Of calculation.

The Britjab,. (;ove rument had imaliwhile been making efforts to bring abÉ>nt:a

"ce between the United St and the 144ians, but offera Of inlefflation lwèiô:

steadllyrofniýedby theformer. lýhetobeoftbe letter8froin the administration: of

the Cnjted States left nodoubt on, tàe minà of the Governors, of the. British Pro.
-9 exigt»d. G'Ovùi'nor Clarke, writi4g Governor Si cac'

vinces thet a hoetile foelin ta

on the 218t'of Jaàuà1-ý, 1793, imforrùed-liim th" it was:: the eariae8t

demre of H18 xqety and hie MWeters to avoid warand that Canxdaî 8hould calti.

a good nadersianding with her neïghbours, and addo. Wé should be pailieu-

larly eautious not to, famish the groundsof quarrel, that YGU,.8#ëM: to, think and 1

6groe, IV ý Knox, in hîý iriýstruetions to Çreneral.:St GWÈ, hm iii vie'w as the mont

opular of anythey oWd desïre." The Mt"pta M macilistion w«e conaistently


