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that it is but ii small proportion of thciii wlio can lay claim tf»

such ft reputation. Many men, who i^rd now successful inini.s-

ters of the Gospel ^ have proven themselves to bo utterly

incapablcjsf transjicting temporal business': some there aro

among us whT)8c faili;ro8 Have been signal, and yet it s(»

happens that theseJjiaYO the mpst'to say and do In the nianagc

ment of the financial affiairsf of tlie church, A It is bur candid

opinion that if our laymen'had more cont(roll^in,bur church

finances they would bd in a more healthy condition than they

now are; for it is 'a fact, that many of the laymen of the

church are the best financiers the country affords. Thfen

tfgain, if the laymen had a representtCtion, and a voice in the

management of the church, the^ would be more ready to

respond, to,'her calls for pecuniary afd, As it is, the confer^

ence lays certain amounts on the cireuita, to be raised by ".

them for connectiohal purposes. The. members de. not think *

themselves properly assessed, rtnd as they had no hand in the '.'.

assessment, by representation or otherwise, they do not feel ;

so strongly bound to assiil in making lip the amount. In

proof of the correctness of this position, we would just refer to

the fact, that denominations having laymen extensively con-

nected with the ministers in the management of their finances,

raise the most money for the support of their various institu'

tioBLS. Should any person doubt the correctness of this asser-

tion, we just invite them to examine the statistics of denomi-

nations having a mixture of lay element, and take those .

statistics as their guide in formingJheir conclusions. We are

sometimes met with the objectiony that ihe introduction o|

laymen into our conferences, will have a tendency /to lower

the ii^tellectual status of that assembly, We do/ not for a

moment contend that as a w|iole the laity are equal to the;

;

ministry in intellect and educatioir; for the ministry is taken ;

from the higher class inteltectuully, and receiv^ an education v
quite superior to the average of the laity. ,Bu^ while we are r

free to admit the superiority of the minist^ to the average of"*

::!

the masses, we at the same" time claim many men in the lait)
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