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What the soldier might teach the Churches is

tha her is only one thing that really counts, and

that ' acter. In the army it is the only chance

of di tion a man has, and nowhere is it so quickly

grasped. The soldier is less concerned with whether

a man's beliefs are "true" than with whether he

truly believes them. He has no respect for the

sacerdotal character as such; what interests him

is not the priest but the man. He is not interested

in religion as a science but he has some respect for

it as an art. If a padre is a good fellow and sincere

the soldier will accept him as such, but he will not

tolerate the attitude of a man who assumes that he

and his alone possess the keys of heaven and hell.

It is only when the priest secularizes himself that

he can command a sympathetic hearing. The

Church will have to renounce all its woridly prestige.
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