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meinbcrs aiiytliinK more tlum an interest as

a historical i)ers()naoe. K(hvii» Hootli, on tlie

other hand, is a real memory to many n»emhers.

Most of them mnst have seen him aet ;
many

of then» knew him personally and have eome

•••der the i.iHnenee of the ditlident yet kindly

•ome of the orcatest fij-nre on the Ameri-

can staoe during the last eentnry. Indeed, the

hi<.hest achievements of the American stage

are centred in his name.

Moreover, the acts of fonnding the Players'

and of presenting the house to the club were

done in such a simple, wholly unostentatious

way as to show the lovable simplicity of the

man in his private relations. Furthermore, he

had attained such dignity in his art that the

elu' while in nc wise lacking in good feUow-

ship, partakes in a large measure of his own

dignity.

Small wonder that of the two annual fes-

tivals celebrated by the Players' one is - found-
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