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great conflict. Pacifists and pro-Germans found a
common refuge under its red banner. In the New
York mayoralty elections in 1917 these Socialists
cast nearly one-fourth of the votes, and in the Wis-
consm senatorial election in 1918 Victor Berger
their standard-bearer, swept Milwaukee, carried
seven counties, and polled over one hundred thou-
sand votes. On the other hand, a Jarge number of
American Socialists, under the leadership of Wil-
ham English Walling and John Spargo. vigorously
espoused the national cause and subordinated their
economic and political theories to their loyalty.
The Socialists have repeatedly attempted to

make oflicial inroads upon organized labor. They
have the sympathy of the I. W. W., the remnant of
the Knights of Labor, and the more radical trades
unions, but from the American Federation of La-
bor they have met only rebuff. A numl,er of state
federations, especially in the Middle West, not a
few city centrals, and some sixteen national unions
have officially approved of the Socialist programme,
but the Federation has consistently refused such
an endorsement.

The political tactics assumed by the Federation
discountenance a distinct labor party movement,
as long as the old parties are willing to subserve the


