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gn regularly somewhat like ni in 'opinion'; it is formed by pressing

the upper middle surface of the tongue against the roof of the

mouth, the tip being at the same time thrust against the back
surface of the lower front teeth— Symbol [p.]: agneau (ajio),

digne [diji], campagne [kapap], gagner [gajie], accompagner
[akapajie], magnifique [majiifik], ihgae [re:p].

Exception: gn = [g]+[n] in some learned words: cognition
[kagnisja], etc.

h when heard at all, which occurs only in hiatus, has a sound
much weaker than h in 'hat' — Symbol (h): aha! [a(h)a].

Note. — The letter h is known as h mute (A muet) when it gives rise to

elision and liaison (cf. A^, O, below), e.g. Hlomme [1 am), les hommes [lei

om], and h aspirate (.h aspiri) when it does not, e.g. le h^ros [la ero], les h£ros

Pe ero]. The learner should regard h as absolutely silent.

j always has the same sound as g (2), above— Symbol [sj: je [ja],

jeu (30], jour (3Uir]; so also je (e being regarded as silent); Jean
(351.

k,ck always like k in 'take'— Symbol [k]: kilogramme [kilogram],

bifteck [biftek].

Note. — k is a rare letter in French.

I regularly like 1 in 'law,' fully voiced, but with the tongue ad-

vanced as for [d] — Symbol [1]: la [la], cale [kal], aller [ale],

'able [tabl], oncle [5:kl], ils [il], village [vilais], fil [fil].

Notes. — 1. The sound of I is frequently doubled when written double
in initial syllable: illegal [illegal], illustre [illystrj; and by some in words like

intelligent.

2. The 1 is silent in fils [lis].

II the letters 11 after i (not initial), and 11 or ill after other vowels,
il(l) have the same sound as that described for 1 as a semi-vowel

(cf. L, above)—Symbol [j]: fillc [fi:jl, billet [bije], briller [brije],

BoleU [sole!]], feuillc [focij], fautouil [fotoerj], dcureuil [ekyroeij],

bataille [bataij], travail [travaij], travailler [travaje].

Note. — This sound of 1 is called I mouilU.

Exceptions: mille [mil], millior [milje], miUion [milj5], ville
[vil], village [vila:3], tranquille [trakil], etc.

m regularly like m in 'maim,' fully voiced— Symbol [m]: mAme
[mEim], mot [mo], dame [dam], plume [plym], mon [m5],

homme [om], femme [fam].

Exceptions :m is silent in automne [otan], condamner [kSdane],


