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00 miles i the Minister of
i iles in a year was $840, as calculated by ]
tﬁ?;hegrygs ﬁm&m In Quebec the a\lr’e;age ?’tfhepera t:e?fd:- 3%;1% rb{ozsﬁ
Provineial Transport Company was $573, m%ea r i P
ile. An average for all Canada was stated to 8-5 per c:a
;:lilz in taxes b:g;e)rovincial authorities, being for Quebec 11 3f4 tll)xer “o?o r“tl.gaxfng
Ontario 8-6. It was strenuously urged by rep(;eﬁlt;?t;;;s ?urt h:r n;twmpts >
i i as excessive an
?::treasem%?burdenbh“ t:v?\:'llgnn;: be producti:g of ilzzcreased h{:\l'lex:tvl:; t:l:e tviv:;xlg
activity which had justified itseli and whi
onulbyiimeinmsn eﬁcigt and satisfactory manner, and that the mototr co:oh
gvas now paying more than its proper share of the cost of highway construction
and maintenance. : @ et
th, it would
in the case of the motor truck next to be dealt with, it ul

appe2a1. t’llx‘:ﬂggr;n is room for stricter regulation and for increased ﬁaxa:mnt,‘_ in
the case of the motor coach there is little prospect that either by further 1:;.lxa. ion
or increased regulation will the railroads ben_el?t. Ité ‘;lﬁayhl;:' :ht:t as u; N :h %?c:
of the common carrier truck, communities will even yf Al mmmn 3 Sheloe

between steam railway services and highway servxc?s, or 4 A
i i transportation, but these
traffic offering will net support both these types of tra aa0m, bigs Shes
instances i f motor coach services will be limited. If such do arise,
and itei?dl:ci?;l cl:ysetl?e proper provincial authorities that the railway is entitled
to give the service, this decision will be made effective, not by ncreasing taxatxgn
ongéhe motor coach nor through increased restrictions and regulations, but t.hy
direct refusal to issue the necessary permit for highway operations in the
g fore to be ity to recommend addi
t seem therefore any necessity ¢ -
ﬁona2l2 taxa 'Hx:ir:ndm l;:glﬁattix:)n of motor coach operations in the interest of the

steam railways of Canada.

V. THE MOTOR TRUCK

i ; ¢
tor truck has become an important factor in the tramsport o

oodg3 a.m'ghiz i?::onoeded that a great deal of traffic moving in less than ca.r{:md

ots, that is, package freight and express, has passed from the railway to these
vehicles. There has been a rapid increage in registrations which has gonehon,
though at a slightly reduced rate in the years of business depression. These
figures (given in round numbers) will indicate the rate of growth and the mag-

nitude of this agency of transport.
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is only in recent years that there has been any attempt to classify
t.heeez‘i'('.rtlxtt;l:;3 gzo}t')rding to tge nature of their operations and even now, the
rovinces of Canada have not adopted any uniform scheme of classification.
gome are content to register them according to weight, length of wheel base, or
horse-power, and to disregard the purpose to which they are put. Where @hgée
is classification according to use, the scheme generally favoured is to divide
them into classes as folows:—

i . : ; L oo d
1. The common carrier truck—engaged in hauling for hire for the public an
plying over a definite route and generally between fixed termini.

2. Contract carrier trucks—engaged in hauling for hire the goods of one
person or firm at any one time or on any one trip and not confined as a rule to a
fixed route.
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3. General and commercial t&&—ﬁﬁgﬂy owned and engaged in con-
- veying the owners’ goods.

25. In 1931 the Ontario figures were:—
Contmon ' cuvrier tebialaia | . (1. v 1, e szl o vai. Lizd s hvian i 2,554

ntract carrier trucks including farm products carriers, ............ ... .. .. 1,119
3,673
All others (general and cOmMMEreial). . u.v . vvrsueinrnsensrneennnsennnenns. 59,873

26. There were also 9,673 trailers, many of them small and 80 per cent
recorded as of less than one ton gross capacity, bringing the total of all trucks
and trailers to 71,834 and showing a percentage of 94-48 as privately owned
and operated as against 5-52 per cent operated as common carriers. The cor-
responding percentages in other provinces show an even higher proportion of
privately owned and operated trucks. Manitoba had 169 operating as common
carriers of goods and 39 as common carriers of milk and cream. ' In Saskatche-
wan there were only 110 common carriers and in British Columbia 226, the
percentages of the total truck registrations being much less than in Ontario. A
table follows showing truck registrations in all provinces in 1930 and 1931 and
it is interesting to note that with certain exceptions there is an increase even
under lowered business activity in the latter year.

A4

. Public Freight All Motor Trucks
Province Vehicles

1930 1931 1930 1931
British Columbia.................................... 184 226 16,820 16,799
PIDIRRO . Bl L o von ot 3 Tae b e eiione onleh o sl b e eI e 15,068 15,0384
Saskatchewan..................................0" 29 110 18,077 15, 568
L R O 140 210 9,730 9,520
IRRED - Bhb's 5 4y 00 400 3r9568's wpviote n w o s eee bt ommioet e s an 1,185 3,673 67,676 68,433
ebec...... A . 4,680 5,218 27,820 28,384
it e T IR I TS SO UUR NS AIRT S R E. RIEEE - oxy o I s 3,990 3,948
oe Edward Island..............cooeneeeeiinnnni)oonnnnnn ool 739 802
IO POBBINC s (0 5y oino 00 mennsssisnsronnnonsiye sl to e iu O, 008 LPAEST 6,489 6,761

*

year.

VI. EFFECT OF. TRUCK OPERATIONS ON RAILWAY REVENUES

27. Freight earnings by the steam railways show a general increase from
1923 to 1929, the figures being $288,992,220 in 1923 and $331,679,458 (Canadian
lines only) in 1929, and during thiz‘;)eriod there was a great increase in truck
registrations and in tonnage hahdled by trucks. The gains in railway freight
revenues were due to great business activity resulting in an increase in long
haul traffic with which trucks do not compete to any appreciable extent in
Canada.

28. The Joint Committee of the Railways in their report estimate that if
the increase in freight carried on steam railways had continued in the same
ratio as in the ten-year period from 1915 to 1925 there would have been
95,000,000 tons of freight on the railways in 1929 more than were actually car-
ried by them. The failure to gain this increase cannot however be entirely
charged to trucks. The committee’s estimate is that not more than 5,000,000
tons of freight were conveyed by trucks over rural highways in that year, and
it is only truck operations beyond urban and suburban areas that can be
regarded as competitive with railways.

‘
¥
. 4
Kl
A



