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~Interviewing the man, who is " too husy * ta tallc;and doesnt waat ta anyway.

THE NEWSPAPER REPORTI
The Work on His Beat and How He Goes About It

B y W. A. CLARKE
£ TDON'T sec how youi reporters manage to xnany of his competitors, and gets the proud
''I be always on band when soxnething's hap- tion of being "a good digger."

j pening," is a remark that bas been made to
probably nearly every reporter who has G ENERALLY speaklug, thse work of a r

been in newspaper work for more *ban a short time. on bis beat consists in reporting meetit
The answer is that reporters are by no mens "ai- other events and in interviewing. Reportinï
ways on hand when sometbing's happening." By ings is conisidered flot particuIarly difficuit, bt
keeping track of ail annouincements of important are nerve-racking exceptions, as, for examýp1E
meetings and other events a city editor can have his there's "a fight" at tbe meetings. At many in
reporters "on the job" in a good percefltage afin-f a reporter hasn't time to tale notes and wi
stances wben news is available, but much of thse account later. In such circumstances be mus
new- is obtained at second-hand. The reflorter who -riinhiio' ronv " whirh met-ini th2t he tili.t w

hlm what happened. As in so many other cases con'

Tr(1 cerning reporting, hie must flot be easily put off-
or put out-but must do his utniost to get the gaac

report that is expected of hini.

INTERVIEWING runs ail the way f rom very easý
to very difficuit. Some people are sa eager t(

talk that the probiema is how ta keep them ta thl
<paint and get away frani themn in time ta write th(
interview. Others positively have "nothing ta say,'
and the reporter must not take "No !"'for an answel
till bie feels sure that no, other reporter could gel
the interview,

It is in interviewing that much of a reporter:
skill is brought ta bear. A contractor natural)
doesn't. want to talk if on a job of his there ha:
been an accident injuring a man or more, but il
some cases he will talk if be is reminded that h<
would want ta find in the paper full details of ai
accident happenihg an somne other contractor's job
Other people will yield ta such an appeal as '
want ta get a correct accaunt of this, and you ani
the persan that can give it." The reporter mus
try ta overcame a great variety of obstacles an(
objections. In. a legitimate sense hie must be "

good j allier," and he must be a good actar.
many cases he must get people ta forget for th'
time that he is a reporter, and one great belp t(
that is ta flot whip out a pad or book ta take notes.

The good reporter studies how and where variaul
types of. men can be best approached, and, haviný
gained an audience, bie must quickly size Up boyR o hold bis nian and get bimi to talk. Somne peopil

"fl"for tlattery, but otleers want ta be talked t(R in a straightforward, businesslike way.
Interviewing the big busy man usuaiiy mean:

that a reporter must -think of bis f eet," make '
mental note, as the interview proceeds, of wbat h(
can use, keep the înterviewed one ta the point, anc
interview him. s0 rapidly and earnestly that thi

eut-taik wiil flot be chopped off by a polite intimatior
rp ta-tat the interview is over. If a reporter tries t(

interview a mani of importance be is usuaily sur(
of a storv. for even the refusai ta talk is a new:
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