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Madame AibaiTHE greatest of ail sîngers born in Canada,
and the greatest oratorio diva of the Vic-
torian period, was Madame Albani. In ber
oid age the great Canadiani prima donna,

as the wife of Mn. Ernest Gye, sings only now
and then, and teaches a few pupils-because she has
spent ber large fortune as bounitifully as her once
gioriaus voice. A cold newspaper item a few days
ago announced that owing to dte rather straitened
circuimstances of Madame Albani, a fund for ber
benefit wilI be started in Montreal and Quebec.

Well, Montreal bas ber grand opera stars now-
but flot forgetini of Madame Albani. ln fact one
reai estate firm there bas named a new boom town
"Albani." Canada bas hecome a musical land since
Albani went abroad. But we may be niuch more
musical than we are now before we give to the
world another such an artist as "La jeunesse de
Chambly." Montreal sent out Edmund Burke. cele-
brated banitone, in grand opera, and Donaldla the
eminent protege of Lord Stratbcona. Ontario sent
Edward Johnson, near-famouis tenon, niow in Italy;
Winnipeg-or was it Toronto ?-ately took ]eave
of Pency Holiinsbead, wbo seems destined to miake
bis mark as a rival of great tenons now living.
Calgary bas the bonour of giving to the world
Kathleen Parlow, wbose playing is known ahl over
Europe. But Albani was famouis in the great con-
cert halls of England and the opera bouses of
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Europe before any of tbese people were born. She
was a great figure in American oratorio and opera
before there was any Metropolitan Opera House
or Boston Symphony Orchestra. And she sang
again and again in almost every city and large
towni of ber native land, even aiter the deatb of
her friend, Qtieen Victoria. England hias neyer
grown weary of Albani, who goes down to history
witb Patti andI jenny Lind as one of the greatest
singers of ail time.

Albani was born in the village of Cbambly, bard-by Montreal, in 1852. Her first teacher was ber
own father, Mionsieur Lajeuinesse, a thorougbi savant
botb on instruments and the voice. To Montreai
the singer returned in 1883 with the critical world
::in bonds at her wheels," as the phrase goes. Hercompatriotes," as she loves to, cail tbem, welcomed
their "La jeunesse" with an ardour, a tenderness,
wbich more than amply atoned for any former
miisg-ivings about her success.

"On our arrivai at Montreal station," so run the
mnemoirs, "we found it so packed that we actually
had to figbt our way througb the cbeering crowd,
wbo scemed reluctant to let us move on. A large

he Chambly GI
number of the members of the snow shoe clubs
had corne to meet us 'and tbey lined the streets,
lighted torches in hand, as, in four-hotse carniages
and preceded by a band, we went in slow procession
to Windsor Hotel. Befçire the hotel so dense a
crowd had assembled that 1 had to be carried over
the heads of the people into the building."

The next day, Albani was welcomed, officially,
ait an overwhelming reception at the City Hall. "I
was placed on the Mayor's throne amidst deafening
cheers," she writes, "anid remained on the dais stand-
ing for more than two hours and shaking hands with
more than two thousand people. The aiternoon was
like a hioliday, shops- were closed, crowds were in
the streets, and we were cheered aIl the way back
as we returned from the Hotel de Ville to our
hotel."

To the diva's singîng ait that tinie the tenderest
tribute is Drumnmond's, which he puts in the habi-
tant mouth of onie "Antoine":

"I 'member wan tam 1 be sleepîn' jus' onder sonne
beeg pine tree

An' song of de robin wak' me, but robin, he don't
see me,

Dere's not'ing for scanin' dat bird dere, he's feel
ail alone on de wonl',

Wall! Ma-dam she mus' lissen Iak dat, too, w'en
she was de Chambly girl!"
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do. Great and perilous events awaken that di
mination. An invasion of Canada hy an ar
force would kindie a bot flame of resentmen
every Canadian sou-l. It would stir emotions
deadened by wheat, and real estate and bank CI
ings. With public feeling at such a pitch, passio
verse asserting the universal determination tc
f ree would be as welcome in French as in Eng
Only war, it stems, can stir that feeling.
flot mereiy a successfui war. Military disaste
more likely to awaken it. In the Spanish-Amer
affair the Americans w>ere so sure of victory
the mien sang "There'll be a Hot Time in the
Town To-night"-an expressive composition,
doubt, but bardiy serions enough for a natii
anthem. Cronxwell's Ironsides and Vater Fr
Prulssian veterans went into action singing
psalms by King David. Out of such serious, d
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