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Laurier, Grey, Chamberlain

L ORD GREY'S statement in the TIime.s, that Sir
Wilfrid Laurier was a good, loyal Britisher
was a sore blow te somne Cqnservative poli-

ticians, They seeined to recognize~ instinctively that
if the insidious charge, which has been m'ade se
often, could not be made again, political resuits
miight be different., Most surprising of al was the
attack on Lord Grey~ by the Tor'onto News, Sir
John Willison's paper. The News thought that
Lord Grey, as an ex-governor-general, was not
free te express sucb an opinion. 0f course history
and precedlent are against the News on this subject.
Perhaps the editorial was written without Sir John
Willison's knowledge; at least one would like te
give himi the benefit of the doubt.

Te furtber add te the discomnfituire of the Tory
politicians-1 exempt aIl ordinary Cenîservatives-
Mr. Austen Chamberlain comnes eut in that ultra-
Tory, Centralist organ known as the National Re-
view, and states that he helds a simnilar belief. He
expressly refers te the services of Sir Wilfrid and
bis colleagues "te imiperial unity and particularly
te imiperial preferenice." This declaration will raîse
Mlr. Chamiberlaili in the minds of mnost Canadians
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sigu, but it is bard t. keep a residence and a busi-
ness office on a merchant vessel.

So it is with aIl Germans, Americans, Frenchmen
or others who settle in the British Dominions. They
have no flag. South Africa is using an ensign with
the jack in «the corner and the Vieurkleur in the
field. Australia- is *doing. the saine, with .the
Southern Cross in the field. New Zealand bas a
similar flag with stars in the field. Canada bas
been uising the Canadian ceat of armis in the field.
Buit the Secretary of -State for the Colonies says'
that noue of these flags rniay be used on lai-d. There-
fore the foreign-born in the British Dominions have
ne0 flag.

If these mien go abroad'and are taken prisoner
by any foreign government, they have no govern-
muent to appeal te. They are.net British subj ects
except wben they are at home, and hence cannet
appeal te, the Union jack. They have renounced
their allegiance to the land of their birth and thus
cannet appeal to that flag. Canada bas no flag
which foreign countries or even the United King-
dom recognizes, and therefore tbey.cannot look to
Canada for protection.

Sir joseph Pope, in bis recent pamphlet on "Týhe
Flag of Canada," thinks we sbould be proud that
the fiag of the United Kingdomn is the only flag
we eau fly, but our f oreign-born citizens cari hardly
lye expected~ tc> agfee witb him. Se long as the
Union jack~ fails te pretect a certain number of
Our citizens wben they travel abroad, se long will
it be an unsatisfactory emblemn of our supposed
nationality.
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million hundred-weight. In 1909 this had fallen
to seven million hundred-weight, due to Cartýdian
competition and to the expansion of domestic grind-
ing in England itself. Jn that year Canada sent
two million hundred-weight as against the United
States' seven. Canada bas since made steady pro-
gress and last year nearly caught the famous mil-
lers of the United States. Their exports were
4,212,604 cwt., and ours 4,003,877 cwt. In the
language of the late Mr. Tarte, "Wait tili yen see,
us next year."

A Terrific JanuaryAS pointed out last week, January, '1912, was
a wonderful month, but January, 1913, had
beaten ît. As the full figures corne out, it

is seen that last week's language was too mild. Fýor
example, Montreal's bank clearings were $207,000,-
000 in January, 1912, and $348,000,000 in January,
1913. It looks like a bad year for pessimists.

The Liglat is DawningTHAT the annual election of aldermen, county
councillors and other municipal legislators is
out-of-date is gradually forcing itself upon

the public mi. Tfhe Carleton county council had
a tallk with Mr. McElroy, M.P.P., the other day
and advised him that they thougbt the annual elec-
tion was a relic. Mr. McElroy admitted that he
could not see why the term should flot be two, years
instead of one, when members of parliament were
elected f.or four or five years.

London bas adopted the two-year termn for alder-
men and controllers, and a number of other cities
are considering- it. Montreal elects its controllers
for four years. St. John and Letbbridge elect their
mayor for two years and their commissioners for
four. The yearly terni in the larger cities must go.
It is wasteful of humnan effort and deadly in its
effect upon civic programmes. It prevents con-
tinuity in civic policy and thorouighness in civic
administration.

W~l ~
Non-partiaanahip

C URIOUS how somne of us favour non-partisan-
ship in regard to semre national issues and
flot in others. The Ottawa Free Press says,

"Unider no circumistances must the Bank Act be
made a political mneasure." There might be trouble
for the banks and financial complications for the
country if this were done, thinks the Frec Press.
And yet this saine journal was absolutely opposed
to non-partisaiiship on the naval question, when
the memorial on this subject was sent to the poli-
tical leaders last November. The banks are "deli-
cate and sensitive things» and muist be saved from
political squabbles, but the naval policy of the Do-
mninion is not important enough te be siilarly
treated. What a wonderfully logical mind the. Free
Press must have!

Now that the "emergency" argumient has been
fl- n(irv llçpciurt to seek a non-


