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United States Soldiers laYlng track la the. spruée foresta of Washington

uistance in the Spring of 1917 was for a regiment of
restry engineers to work in the French fôrests to supply
inber and other wood products for the British army.
was this request that led to the organization of the lOth
igineers (afterwards incorporated with the 20th),
ough the needs of the American army made it un-
isaible to give the British the promised aid until 1918.
similar request was also made by the French for about
)00 men, because they lacked the personnel and equip-
ent te meet their current neede for wood products.

The A merican trooDS were at first izreatly embarrassed

troops and 8,500 service troope were engaged i this work.
Fuel operations also were conducted at the front by
quartermaster troops. Thirty officers from the 20Z
Engineers were Ioaned to the quartermaster corps to aid
in this work.

The early estimates of the needs of the American
army in France called for about 25 million feet of sawn
and round material each month, ini addition to fuel." At
the time of the armistice, the needs were estimatediat
nearly 75 million feet a month. To meet these needs and
for roossible Lyreater requirements, additional companies

was signe
sawmills i
ment.
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