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forth, as arms in solemn benediction,

one’s soul is refreshed and strengthened

to go back and take up life’s work with

renewed vigor, as Mrs. Browning tells
g o

us: “Every bush is a fire, but only he

who sees takes off his shoes.”
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Books for Children
By MRS. J. McDONALD

FROM the Ethel Branch comes a paper
on this subject, which contains
many suggestions of value.

The books we read have a wonderful
power in moulding our character for
good or evil. .While reading we are
usually unconscious of any influence up-
on our minds, but after we have mas-
tered the book the thought will work out
in our daily lives. We cannot say how
much the sense of honor, the courage,
the energy and the broader outlook upon
life is due to the inspiration of our
reading; while on the other hand we
cannot tell how much the dwarfed
mind, the gloomy outlook on life and
the lowered morals are due to the read-
ing of a bad book. For these reasons
the choice of reading material for our
children is a matter of great importance.
_ Gibbon says. “My early love of read-
ing I would not exchange for the trea-
sures of India.”

Joseph Cook says: “When a boy has
once acquired a keen interest in bio-
graphical and historical reading he can-
not thereafter be wholly vulgar in his
taste for literature.”

Beecher says: “Books are the win-
dows through which the soul looks out.”
A thome without books is like a noom
without windows. No man has a right
to bring up his children without sur-
rounding them with books, if he has
the means to buy them. It is is a wrong
to his family; he cheats them. Children
learn to read by being in the presence
of books.

Parsons says: “If you teach a child
to economize time and fill him with a
love of good books, you ensure him an
education far beyond anything he can
get in the university, an education that
will cease only with his life.”

Ruskin says: “And I would urge upon
every young man, as the beginning of
due and wise provision for his house-
hold, to obtain as soon as he can, by
the severest economy, @ restricted, ser-
viceablle and steadily—however slowly—
increasing series of books for use
through life, making his little library, of
all the furniture in this room, the most
studied and deccorative piece, and one
of the earliest and strictest lessons to
the children of the thouse being how to
turn the pages of their own books light-
ly and carefully with no chance of tear-
ing, or dog’s ears.”

The cultivation of the child’s taste
for good reading should begin early in
life Tt is a sad thing to see children de-
prived of books. It is worse to see them
supplied with literature injurious to
their moral or intellectual growth. Be-
fore the children learn to read much
may be done to prepare the way for
good literature The (love of stories in
some form or other is a characteristic
of childhood. In all lands and in all
conditions of life the mother’s words,
“Once upon a time” open up to the
young child a vague retrospect of the
past. Fairy stories are types of certain
feeling which pertain to the early years
of life. 'They are most effective when
they are told nather than read. “Chost
stories” are objectionable, as they foster
a dread of the unseen. On the other
hand to cut off “Jack and the Bean
Stalk, “Red Riding Hood,” “T'he Three
Bears,” “Jack the Giant Killer,” “Cin-
derella” from a child’s life is to pro-
claim him to be stupid after he grows
up.

It is scarcely necessary to be remind-
ed that the stories of the Bible can
never be surpassed, either from an intel-
lectual or from a moral aspect. The
history of Adam and Eve, of Cain and
Abel, of Abraham amd Isaac, and of
Jacob, the lives of Joseph, Moses, Dav-
id and Daniel will ever have their in-
terest for children.

‘Aesop’s fables are very popular among
children. Many of them are valuable in
consequence of their teaching of moral
principles. For instance, the evil of
greediness is shown in the fable of “T'he
Dog and the Shadow,” of lying, in the
fable of the boy who cried “Wolf,” and
of improvidence in the case of the man
who killed “The goose that laid the
golden eggs.” As the young reader ad-
vances in knowledge, stronger food
should be furnished. “Grimm’s Fairy
Tales” and “Household Stories,” and
the delightful “Wonder Stories” of
Hans Andersen should form part of

every child’s library Other books that
will be read with interest are: “The
Fairy Land of Science,” Charles Kings-
ley’s “Water Babies,” “The Arabian
Nights’ FEntertainments,” Hawthorne’s
“Wonder Book” and “Tanglewood
Tales.” 'The stories of Indian life,
“Swiss Family Robinson,” “Gulliver’s
Travels,” “Robin Hood” and “Robinson
Crusoe.” Later the romances of Scott
and odhers will have place, also Bun-
yan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” Lamb'’s
“Tales From Shakespeare” and books
of stories from history.

Stories of real men of adventure like
Livingstone, etc., “Books wof Golden
Deeds,” by Charlotte Yonge, would
shape the taste away from cheap novels,
and detective stories. “Servants of the
King,” by Robert E. Speer, contains
eleven stories of lives of Christian mis-
sionaries, written especially for young
people. Chapman’s “Book on Birds,”
“Aidventures of Nils,” by Selma Lager-
lof is full of Swedish folklore and one
of the best new books for children.

Hamilton W. Mabie’s selections of
tooks are good; his “Heroes and Hero-
ines” are books which boys and girls are
very fond of. “Pecps Into Other Lands”
is a good series. Girls especially should
be given more stories of the world’s
famous women that their ideals may not
be shaped altogether by stories of men.
Too often the mistake is made of fos-
tering a relish for nothing other than
the novel. Many novels are far from
being desirable food for children. Books
about places anid people of far-off lands
will implant a love for geography and
works of travel. Cultivate a taste for
poetry, history, biography and science. It
is a mistake to suppose that children
should be kept in dgnorance of these
fields until they become fit to enter a
High School.
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Hints on Flower Culture

ISS CLARA RUTHVEN of
Everett Branch makes the
lowing remarks regarding

seasonable subject:

The long bright days of March are
with us again, and we will very soon
have to make preparations for our
spring gardening. And what a pleasure
the average housewife finds in making
the various small changes to brighten
up her home in honor of spring’s com-
ing. Soon there will be the gardens to
make, the flower beds to arrange, vines
to set by the porch, and seeds to plant
of the flowers we like the very best. T
think it is best to plant your flower seeds
in a hotbed early in the spring, or if
these are not convenient, plant in shal-
low boxes in the house, and set in win-
dows where there is plenty of sunshine.

I generally plant the seeds about the
last of March. In doing this you have
bloom much earlier, and can see much
more flor your labor. Select good loamy
soil, not having it heavy, as when it is
watered frequently it makes it soggy. I
generally mix some of the soil in the
woods (decayed leaves, etc.) with rich
garden soil, thus making the soil light,
and it does not harden. Water \l‘igzht‘l.y
every day. (I would say here that it is
advisable to have these boxes ready in
the fall, as it saves time in the spring),
and perhaps you cannot always get the
eanth just when you need it.

Do not sow the seeds too thickly. Tt
is better to sow the seeds sparingly, as
the little plants grow more sturdy and
strong. When these are an inch or two
high they can be transplanted into the
garden. It has been remarked that
flowers started in the house should not
be set out in the garden till corn-plant-
ing time. However, care should be
taken not to set them out too early,
not till all danger of frost is over, and
the nights are warm. As a rule, people
rush out at the beginning of a rain to
set out their plants. If a few cloudy or
rainy days succeed, this will be all right,
but if the shower be immediately fol-
lowed by a hot sun, it is all wrong.

Hence the most successful transplant-
ers do not depend on rainy days, but
set out their plants even on a warm,
bright evening. In the first place, the
beds should be made a few days, at
least, ahead, so the soil may have had
time to settle. Now then very carefully
take out just a few plants, so few that
you are absolutely certain they will not
have time to wilt before you get them
in the ground again. Disturb the roots
just as little as possible during the mov-
ing process.

Have holes made quite large enough:
to receive the roots without ‘danger of
overcrowding, and pour in a little water.
Next set the plants very gently (remem-
ber that the young rootlets are very
tender and delicate) and work in the
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You Won'’t Believe
It.

There’s no use felling you over
and over again that the

DE LAVAL
CREAM SEPARATOR

will actually save you one hun-
dred per cent per year on your
investment.

TRY IT FREE
Then you'll believe it

And looking back—won’t you be
sorry.
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The De Laval Separator Co.

173-177 Willlams St.
MONTREAL

VANCOUVER— WINNIPEG Send for Catalog.

Caghs

e R

I.—..-—T&— o || e || e ‘?—;;——I‘—_—
§

e, 1) =
A T eewT ||
D (b)) AN S p——) )y

\,

'ﬁr e ‘ | | i e
C)==—=G===1) () = () et () e {2) @I) Heal FGIIGO
Service Guaranteed

3 Peerless Wire Fence is built to give
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l},\_l.‘ vent rust and securely held at each intersection
J by the Peerless Lock combined with fence experience
compose the Peerless Fence.

PEERLESS WIRE FENCE

That is the kind you should use on your farm and save expense and worry.
Peerless Poultry fencing and Farm
wr"e for our ca'alog TOday Gates are unequaled. ng'.l‘ry them.
Agencies almost everywhere. A 14 ted in d territory.

Banwell Hoxie Wire Fence Co., Ltd., Dept, Winnipeg, Man., Hamiiton, Ont.

—)

Breakfast

An early breakfast without
etting up early! That’s
Inter joy without Winter
worry or work. Such a thing
1s possible in the home where
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Being ready-cooked and '
@
-

forms the daily breakfast.

ready-to-serve one does not need to wait for kitchen
fires or slow servants for a warm, nourishing, strength-
ening breakfast.

Simply heat the biscuit a few moments to restore crispness,
then pour hot milk over it and salt or sweeten to suit the
taste. Deliciously wholesome with stewed prunes, baked
apples, sliced bananas, canned peaches or other canned fruits,
At your grocer’s.

Made of Choicest Selected Canadian Wheat
A Canadian Food for Canadians
Made by
The Canadian Shredded Wheat Company, Limited
Niagara Falls, Ontario
Torento Office: 49 Wellington Street East

Every Advertiser in this issue is Guaranteed by the Publishers.



