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Ieeis that honou1r calls bim te the side of Agramante, while
love'ondly de.mands tbat lie shall embrace the cause of
the Sicarios Charles. Ruggiero has littie to, bind him to

tao king, by wbase family bis awn father bad
ln reosVrýhhOUlY wronged ; and tefact thet hie had received

~rlaOt the hand of Agramante alone restreins M
4M 6,5 Vlng bis service. The misfortunes of bis master,

e v ive the aid affection ;,gi n again lie tears
the el b n is own fair prospects ta throw himself into
d -Iljgh hopeless struggle ;nor is it till efter the

04ac f Charlemagne. It is notewortby not only in this
bur t Uwitb the other knigbts throughout the wbole

y bat Private considerations cniulyyield tath
clof OlourRugieo ptsaway the cup of happineïsfrlkhelips, *With the piteous appeal to Bradamente.

11 vi domando per mio onor sol questo
Tutto poi vo'stro édi mia vita il resto.

(~5kbut thia for MY honour' a . or, an. all. the res
lu~Y life isti rdmnt salterstheailam flo') rdmnt qnt slow to respand inl

1IIbh e spirit. She hid in ber beert the words that
hi h bll kept him ateber aide, and sent biui away onPeeserrand ta h Saracen camp.

Ai 0001. Chi gli mnanca (V un momnento
Non l'tI( in cento anni sattisfar n(ý in cento.

Or. Fur., r. .,x.cvii., r. 9.
t(lÎe *ho but for one instant feuls et bonour's caîl cen
mor.)k amlend in a bundred yeara, noer yet a hundred

~then finlal scenles in tbeir story are a fitting ending ta
8"det of COIthp. Ruggiero returna ta France, after

Poiekito Agramante, ta find that the father of bis
~~8dbride is endeevouring ta betrothbert en

hi8 oeof 0reece. In true knightly feshion be hurries ta

BUgra ""1" kigO ta settie bis dlaim with the sword. Hoe
inete kingdomû of Greece at war witb tbe kingdom of

l ~~Ruggiero fighta in disguise on the aide of tbe
Ge h and after many deeds of valour is taken by tbe4%io trough treechery, thrown into prison andi con-
l tav desth. Leon, ignorant o! the fact that the
~Ptv5 a bs rva is filled witb admiration o! bis courage

h'ul bravery' and, at getpersonel riak, generously sets
il b M0ean deil, -Bradamante, wba knows notbing

t 0 vr' enture, entreats Cbarlemagne ta allow
,e rte lista againat bier rival suitora. She

coteo become the bride of any knigbt wba cen aven-
fie 9iil combat, feeling sure that Ruggiero will

a t tO acce t ber cballenge. The king consents,
j 11 o ho e treats Ruggiero ta appear eit the

the on ~f i lace, for Leon himaelf is little skilled
o! a rma. Buggiero feels campelled ta consent,.4oua 88a O! gratitude and from tbe oatb he bad

uose bis arma, if desired, on the prince's bebalf.
%teata<ear Leon's ermaur, and ta face Bredemante

SI.&e1 eo Principle of action in this case sgems perbaps
~of k -~t , but it was strictly in accordance witb tbe
'P%, 'gthJ bonaur. With a sinking beart, Ruggiero

-%hn a h lista on the appainted day, clad in no
ill& ' adrma1nur, and weering only a sword wbase edge

P4,, eioaY' blunted, thet it migbt neither cut nonr

04, VelI nig de'w ai figbting for lave and liberty,
i"'- '~Y 0f perate et ber lover's delay, figbts witbd. Ief d fespair, while Ruggiera only seeka ta defend

drdLiml.perries ber blaws. Bredamante fails
deIai , ait the close af the day is adjudged as

tlV%I, t)b u en. Sbe appeals ta th~e king for a fresbaIIl * .t11, tbe meantime Leon bas discovered his
I and 'd generously resigne bis cleimt ta tbe

Gu1 ~iell. IIle is perbeps urged to this stop hy the%Ins% s that he is no fit mate for so high-spirited andi
'f4 & Q''' Thus the lavera' tborny patb is at lest

~, &r0 ~ O themarnage procession.
*a8 a, abrewd abserver a! men andi women, nd
0iwie f bis fancy, ini spite o! the encbanted atm os-

It. ~rounds tbem, impresa us with a strong sonse
140 is . do flot attempt ta put tbem in tbe clasa of

%Z4 of th or mythical creetures. Tbe men andi
e" t ru 'randoa purioso " ive anti fight, anti love and

týO" as those O! aur own day ; anti tbraugh tbe.14i îIf 1 alrylaud we cen trace tbe stir and warking o!
to r if' 8e nse of reality renders mare viviti the
Ot 1 lted Ofchivaînic times, and partly eccounts

"'' tae ta Ariosto's jutigment an matters
th Y#te afe a tian * writer o! tbe sixteenth
4ýtth eoaesthat be bati seen e treaty for peace fal

0(h, the On.1e of the parties feileti ta finti e prece.
M4s~ lision Of certain formalities in tbe pagea

411 ut th troo". Ariosta was an enthuaiastic
ýIthaeoa Chvli mode o! warfare, anti seema ta

%ut th. e ruode sort of firearms, deacribeti in the'dd "'a aWhf l indefensible anti satanic tievice. It
%04 u ýrom tbe description of tbe macbine, and ita

bOt " 'bat ita use wes attendeti witb cansiderable
0fý"4 tofrend and foe, anti other motives perbaps

~'gi% tt Otage pey caused Orlando ta canaign tbe
8"" t th sawith tbe wortis
MalCavlie pe teAcclo più non istea

NicvlerPt d'essore ardito
rIO i o ibuono val, mai più si vanti

ai Pete valer, qui giù rimanti,
fe .det, a abominoso ordigno,

or labb0 nel tartareo fondo
Qh er uan d1 elzebù maligno,

1 u""er te disegno il mondo,
OOi dlfer 0, Onde uscisti, ti rassigno.

'ce lo gitto in profondo.
-Or'. Fur., r. ix., v. 90. 91.
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(IlTbat true knigbt may neyer bereefter owe bis valour
ta tby aid, or cowerd dare by tby help ta boast himself
ebove the brave, lie tbou beneatb tbe waters, O, accursed,
O, abominable design, in low est depths of bell wert tbou
fremed by tbe maliciaus banda of Beëlzebub, wha tbougbt
by thee ta desalate the world1 Back ta the bell whence
thon didat came I send tbee." Tbus be spake, and cat it
in tbe deptbs of tbe sea.) Andi in anotber passage, af ter
describing tbe resurrection of tbis same infernal macbine,
by tbe unhellowed art af a wizard, and its subsequent
adoption throughout Europe, he bunsts forth

Corne trovasti. O scellerata e brutta
Invenzion, mai loco in man core
Per te la militar gloria ý' distrutta
Per te il inestier deli 'arme ý* senza onore
Per te ý- il valore e la virtîr ridutta,
Che spesso p)ar del buono il rio migliore
Non pimi la gagliardia, non più lardire
Per te puo ini camopo al paragon venire.

Chw- s'io v'ho detto, il detto mio non erra,
Che ben fu il pur erudele, e il pin di quanti
Mai furo al mondo ingegni empii e maligni
Ch 'immagino si abbominoso ordîgni
E credero che Dio, perchZé vendetta
NKe sia in interno, nel prof ondo chimda
Del cieco abisso quella maladetta
Anima, appresso ai oaladetto Ginda.

Or. Fur., r.xi., î%. 25-27.

(110w, O curseti and vile invention cauldst thou ever
finti a home in the human breest ' Tbrougb tbee the glory
of battle is deatroyed, the noble art of war is sborn of its
honour. Valour and tiaring are made o! none eflect, for
ofttimea thraugh tbee the cowerd is mare mighty than the
valiant men. Courage and manly virtue no langer dare
stand before tbee in the fieldi. . . . If thus I speak,
aurely my words are true ; moat cruel, most deedly a! al
impiaus anti unballowed minda, that ever the wonld bas
seen, was the mind which deaigneti this abominable
machine. Yea, I believe that Gad, wbase jndgments are
eternal, fer in the depths a! the profaund abysa, bas locked
that guilty saul, bard by accnrsed Judas.) Ariosto's
farnliarity with Latin, French and Spanish litereture
appears constantly in bis awn writings, wbere classical
and mythical allusions abound aide by aide witb the mare
recent romantic legentis o! feutiel Europe. This ana-
chronism, however, did nat shock the teste a! Ariasto's day,
any mare than that a! Spenser's. The style of Aniosto
is well suited ta bis subject ; the facility anti rapidity o!
bis language, the grace and bnilliancy a! bis invention and
the beauty a! bis descriptions, accord well witb the atmr-
ring scenea be describea. But theae quelities rentier bais
poetry extremeiy difficult o! translation, anti its apecial
charm bas always eluded any attempt ta greep it. Ris
style is also cbaracterized by a strang sense o! humour,
anti by eabrewd comman sense, as when Ruggiero seys: -

Non riguardiamo a questo;
Facciaur oui, quel che si puo far per nui;
Abbia chi regge il ciel cura del resto,
0 la fortuna, se non tocca a lui.

-or. Fur., r. xxii., . .

(Let us give fia beedt t this mtter ; let us ourselves
do wbat is in aur power, and leeve the rest to Hum who
mIles the world, or ta fortune, if it be nat Hua affair.)
Or agin-

Ch'a donna non si fa maggior disp)etto
Che quando o vecchia o brutta le vien detto,

--or. Fur., r. xxr., v. 62.
(No greater diapleasure cen be tione ta a woman than

ta speak of ber as eitber aid or ugly.)
The defecta of tbe I"Orlando Furioso," tbaugb fia less

evident thau its excellencies, are not sufficiently numerons
greetly ta detrect from the beantiea o! the paem. Hie
not infrequent extravagances, coarseneas and paverty of
tbougbt are forgotten in the enchantment a! bis verse, anid
no otber Italien poet bas aven attained sncb universel and
lasting popularity. The firet succesa of the IlOrlando
Furioso " (it was republisbed sixty times in the sixtPenth
century) waa no fieeting prosperity ; anti Ariosto stihi laya
undisputed dlaim ta tbe tithe o! the mast papuher anti beat
known poet of Italy.

But the main intereat o! the IlOrlando Furioso " for ns
centres in the fact that it waa tbe model o! Spenaer's
IlFeie Quegne." Spenser was barri in 1552. That atir
o! !resb literery life bad alreatiy begun which bereldeti the
firat straina o-

Those melodious hur4t which fIl
The spacious times of great Elizabeth
With sounds that echo still.

Hia predecesars, Wyatt anti Surrey, were the leaders a!
the movement, anti drew their inapiratian from Italy,
Ilfor," as we are tolti by Puttenham, e writer o! paetry,
tawarda tbe close of the sixteentb century, Ilbaving
trevelleti inta Italy andt tere teeteti the aweet and atately
measurea and style o! the Italien paetry, they greatly
polished aur rude anti bomely mannera of vulgar poeay
from tbat it bati been befare, anti for tbet cause may
justly be saidti t be the f rat reformera o! aur Englisb
metre anti style." Spenser, wba was barn neenly fifty
ycars after Wyatt anti Surrey, was nat slow ta f eel tbe
influAence o! Italien paetry. Tbougb essertielly an Eng-
liah paet, anti an admirer o! Chaucer anti other early
English writers, he hati passeti untier the spell o! the
greet masters o! Italien itereture. He knew anti loveti
Petrercb, Boccaccio, Aniosta anti bis awn contempoarry
Tassa, as many passages in bis awn worka prove. For bow
caniti it be "lbut that . . . . heving the saunti o! those
ancient paets ringing in bis eara, he maigbt needa in inging
bit ont same a! tbeir tunes." But he puifiet Englisb
literature o! the affectations anti conceits wbich hati been
imparteti into it with "lthe sweet anti stately measutresa"
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by bis pretiecessors, ant Il"labauredti t restare as ta their
naturel beitege sncb goati anti naturel Englisb words as
have been e lang time out of use, anti aimost dlean dis-
beitet."

That the main idea of the "lFeie Queene " wes
deriveti fram the "Orlando Furioso" there cen ha littie
daubt. Spenser maires no secret of bis femiiarity witb
and indebtetineas ta Aniosta. He uses tbe niaterial lying
ta bis bondi in the IlOrlando Furioso " as freely as Aniosta
hati useti the writings o! Virgil anti Homer, in seine cases
tranaferring passages entire, in othens simply making use
of taies anti incidents as Shakrespeare bas so frequently
done. Th'e stary o! the crime anti puniahment o! the
cowerd Braggadocbio in the IlFeie Queene " is elmoat
identical with the story o! Martano in tbe I"Orlando
Furioso "; the taie o! Cleribel in theaI"FFeie Queene "
with that o! Geneura in Aniaato's paem. The story of
Spenser's Britamant is in the main the stary o! Brada-
mante ; the portraits o! the twa warriar maidens are
almost itientical, anti many incidents in tbe cereer o! tbe
one recur in that o! the ather. The visit o! Bnitomart ta
Merlin is a reproduction o! the scene where Bredamante
visita tbe wizarti's tomb under the guardianship o! Melina.
On ana occasion Bradamanta astonishes the krnigbts assem-
bled in the castle ta disarm themeelves after the day's
ativentures, witb the vision o! ber beauty. Sbe lays aside
helmet anti shielti, ber lang hein fella on ber ehoulders anti
"9reveals ber a meiden fia less prouti in arma than fair in
face." So Bnitomant, on a similar occasion, Ilwas for ike
neati enforat ta disarray."

Her golden locks that were in trammels gay
Uphomînden, did themselves adown display.

Then (;f thenr all she plaimly was e8pyde
'ro be a wonran wight, mnwist tîr be

The fairest womnan wiglit and that ever eie did see.
-F. Q. R., Ill., r. ix.

Bath authors celebrete Ilthe antique glory which
whilome want in women ta appeare," and bleme the petty
jealousy a! man wbo refuses toalelow tbem due credit for
their " brave gestes anti prowess mertiall," anti seeka "lta
coyne streight lews ta cnrb their liberty," andt t keep the
praise o! warlike deetis ta bimself. The bandage o! the
Redi Crasse knigbt anti bis degradation by the felsa Duessa,
finti their pareihel in the enslavement a!fiRuggiera in the
gartien o! the enchantresa Alcina. Anti, lilte Spenser'a
Duessa, Alcina bas ber tieformity discovereti, anti ber felse
charme destrayeti before ber hover's eyes. The enchenteti
shielti o!fRuggiero is fountinir the possession o! Spensar's
Artegal, anti the Ilblat o! that dreati born," wbicb Astalfa
wae wont ta blow, is sountiet by Arthur's squire befora
the gates a! the obstinate castie. The atutient o! Aniosta
meets with many aId frientis in the pagea o! Spenser.
But the flowing anti barmoniaus numbers, the briiliancy
o! languege, anti the innate love o! beeuty founti in bath
pacte are the reel points o! resemblance between theni.

The Spenserian stanza bas been aupposedti t be a
tiavelopment o! the octave atanze (ottava rima) o! Boartio
anti Ariosto. But a campanison o! the two stanzaa lenda
little support to this view. The octave stanze consista o!
eigbt lines, usualiy tiatecesyllables, with a recurning
rbyme in the firet, tbirti anti fiftb linos, anti in the second,
!ourth anti sixtbhlines. The aeventb anti eigbth lines
alwaye rbyme. It is an intnicate anti somewh at mono-
tarions metre, whicb the fine anti repidity o! Ariosta'a style
alane preserve from undua uniformity. The Spensarian
atanza, since familier ta Englisb reatiera in meny o! Keat's
anti Byron's poems, consista o! eight decasyllabie lines anti
one tiatecasyllabic or Alexandrine. O! these the firat anti
thirt i nes rbyme, the second, !ourtb, fi!th anti seventh,
anti the sixth, eigbtb anti nintb. It appears ta have beau
Spenser's own invention.

The allegary whicb, in Spenser's paem, accupies an
importent place, fills an entirehy subordinate position in
Arioeto'a work. ît is true that we are tolti that an aile-
gorical trutb untierhies the paam, but it is cantinualhy hast
aigbt f in the bewiltiening panorama o! knigbta, latiies,
gianta anti enchantera wbicb pesa befare aur eyes. In the
"lFeie Qneene " the spiritual trutb in the paet's mind is
kept coristantiy in view. No magic or muelody o! the verse
obscures it from bu iwbo reada. The most cursary stutiy
o! the two paets cennot fail ta sbow how fer Spenser avir-
passes Aniasto in the majesty anti eerenity of bis language
anti in the breatt anti grandeur o! bis viewe o! life.
Where shahl we finti in Ariasta lines like these:

He there doemm now enjoy eternaîl rest
And happy Case whiclr thon dost want and crave
And further f rom it daily wanderest:
Wh.t if som littl ayne the passage have
That makes frayle fesh to feare the bitter wave,
19 not short payne well horn that b"ings long ease
And isys the sorle to sleepe in quiet grave?
1ýleepe after toil, port after stormy seas.Ease after warr'e, death after 1f e, doth greatly please.

-F. Q., B. I., c. ix.
Or take thase lines, wbicb tiescribe the ministQî'ing
engeha :

11mw nft do they their silver bowers leave,
To came ta succour us that succour want?
How oft do they with golden ïinions cleave
The flitting skyes, like flying Pursuivant
Against fowle fiendes ta aid us militant!
They for us fight, they watch and dewly ward,
And their hight squadrans round about us plant;
And ail for love, anid nothing for reward.
0! why should heavenly God to man have sncb regard?!

-P. Q., B. IL., r. viii.

Purity o! tbougbt is another tiiatinguiehing feature o! the
paetry o! Spenser. The witings o! Ariasta are aften
merreti by a moral laxity anti icentiananees wbicb ware


