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YHE INVENTION OF COLT'SREVLOVER,

Tho Louisvillo Ezpressis responsible for
tho following curious story in referenco to
the invention of tho pistol which goes by
tho name of “Colt's vovolver.'” If thostory
is not truo, it is at all avents ingoniously de
vised to bear the semblance of truth, but it
is simply given hero as a ouriosity :—

**There are peoplo in Tenneaseo who will
tell you aqueer story about tho way in which
the late Col. Colt invonted the repuater
which bears his name, and which enabled
him to leave a widow with an income of
nearly $400,000. They say that some twen-
ty or twenty-fiye years ago a gunsmith from
Fayetteville, in that State, wont to Nashville
in gaarch of employment, and as he was a
skilful workman and a sober, industrious
man, he soon found something to do in one
of the shops there. He was what the world
calls ‘a good, easy fellow,” always at work,
but elways poor, wasting most of his timo
upon inventions of hig awn, some of which
wara worthless, and somo of which he laked
perdaverance and the means to complete
and introduce to the public. Among the
last named was a r:seating pistol, & model
of which he had made at Fayetteville and
brought with him to Nashville. He had
never had it patonted, for twenty or twenty-
five years ago it was far more troublesome
to procure & patent for a new invention than
it is in our day, inventors in obscure villages
knowing little or nothing about the process
by which patents were obtained,

# Working in the same shop with our Fay-
etteville gunsmith was a young journeyman
from Connecticut, named Colt. The new-
fangled pistol was drawn from the inventor's
trunk one day, and exhibited to the work
men, Colt ‘taok a good look atit,’ examin-
ing it with the greatest care; but like the
shrewd Yankee he was, said nothing as to
its merits. In a fow days Mr. Colt throwup
hig situation in the Nashville shop and re.
turned to his native State. Nothing more
wea heard of him until he turned up as the
inventor and patentee of Colt's repeator—
the identical repeater the Fayetteville gun-
smith exhibited to bim in Nashville.

 This is the story they tell in Tennessee.
We do not veuch for the truth of it, though
we think it likely that it might very safely
bedone. Colt died a millionaire, leaving &
wife and several children to mourn his loss
and rejoice in his genius and to enjoy an
income of $397,000. The Fayatteville gun-
smith may or may not havestarved to death.
If ho did not, it was because it is and always
hes been impossible to starve in 30 plentiful
a conntry as Tennesseo.!

PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND THE CLOSE
OF THE AMERICAN WAR.

General Sherman has made an interesting
contribution to tho history of the closing
days of tha war. It will be remembered

that when the Confederate General Johnson|.

surrendered to Sherman in April, 1865,
terms iere accorded to him which were
deemed far too liberal by the public, espe-
cially as they went boyond the conditions
mado by Grant with Lee. It has been rep-
resented that Sherman scted under direct
instructions from President Lincoln, but he
now tells his countrymen that he alone was
responsible for the terms made, and after

terwards disavowed by the Government. In
Maroh, 1865, Mr. Lincoln, Generals Grant
and Sherman, and Admiral Porter, met to
consult on the final move against the enemy.
The gﬁa:;emla discussed the probability of
Lee falling upon Sherman in the open coun-

try. “Mr, Lincoln, in hearing us speak of
a final bloody battle, whioh I thon thought
would fall on me near Raloigh, did exal
moro then once that blood enough had al-
ready boen shed, and ho hoped that tho war
would end without any more. The ques-
tion sroso, what was 4 bo done - .th Jeffor-
son Davis and other leaders? Presidont
Lincoln * loft mo,” writes Shorman, ¢ under
tho impression that all ho asked of us was
to dissipato thoso armies, and get the sol-
diers back to their homes anyhow; the

aicker tho better, leaving him free to apply
the remedy and tho restoration of civil law.”
Me. Lincoln evidently wished that Mr. Davis
should succeed ineffsoting his cscapo from
the country, “ as well as all the other lead-
ing Southern politicians, against whom pub.
lio indignation always turned with a fecling
far moro intense than against Generals Loe:
Johnson, and other purely military men.'
The historians of tho war, says the Pall
Mall Gazelte, cannot afford to overlook this
letter of Goneral Sherman.

THE TURKISH IRON-CLAD TURRET
SHIPS.

The two iron-clad turret ships which ar-
rived in Constantinople last week from
France, and have been anchored off Dolma
Bagtché (says the Levant Times of tho 22nd
ult.,) got up steam on Wednesday mornin
for o trial trip in tho Marmora., after whiel
they entored the Inner Harn, to take on
board their guns, which were brought out
by the Propontis. The same steamer also
landed at the arsenal 1,500 cases of shot
and shell. The guns ars 300-pounders, cach
waighing 15 tons. There are four of them
—one for cach turret. The turrets, which
are spherical, are made to revolve by win-
ches worked by hanu. The vossols are
ram-headed and barque rigged, with derrick
masts. The funnel is placed amid-ships,
botweon the two turrets, and i’3s loftiness
not only makes it an easy mark for the
enemy's shot, but adds to the unsymmetri-
cal appearancoe of the craft—the ugliest
looking vessels that have ever appeared in
these waters. They aro very heavily plated
and, unlike the Mahmoudieh and her thres
sister ironclads, their rudders are protected
against shot. Thawork about tho vessels
is not so distinguished for high finish as to
affect the pre-eminence of English ship-
builders. As is known, the original order
for them was given, not by the Porte,
but by the Chiliann Government, in view of
hostilities with Spain. The Chiliaus, on set-
tling that difficulty, had no oc¢casion for
them, and on the occurrence of the iecent
crisis, the Greek Government began to treat
for their purchase, when the Porte stepped;
in and bought them. However officient an
armament they may prove to be, the Greek
Government, considering the turn affairs
have taken, and its impecuniosity, may con-
gratulate itself on having been anticipated
. the bargain,

[{] DIXIE."

In the first place, the song and chorus of
“Dixie’ was composed and arranged by
Dan. Emmet, o member of a travelling min-
strel party, who, while at Mobile, in the
winter of 1857-8, heard some negro labour-
ers singing on tho levee while loadinga
steamboat with cotten. Thethoughtstruock
Dan that, with a little change of measure,
it could be made a good song and ‘walk
around,’* which generally winds up a negro
minstrel concert. Dan arranged it and pro-
duced it, It becamo a success and was

sung and played all over the couniry. In
the spring of 1861, Mrs. John Wood came to

New Orleans to play an engagemont at tho
Varlotios theatre. During the time she ap-
Eonrod in Brougham’s burlesquo of * Poca-

ontas.” At the first rohersal of the piece
overything went well till neagg' the close of
the second act, Tom McDonough, tho
grompter, got up 8 Zouave march and drill

y twenty-two ladles, 16] by Busin Denin
Everything went smooth, but tho musiq for
the march could not be fixed upon. Carl
Datti was loador of the orchestra, nnd he
tried soveral marches, but none suited Me-
Donough; one was too slow, another was
too tame, and another not enough of spirit.
At longth Patti struck up the negro air of
“Dixie.” ¢ That will do, Patti—~tho vary
thing,’” suid Tom, and ‘ Ditie' was played
and tho march gome through with, and the
chorus by all the characters. At night it
recoived n double encore and *¢ Pocahon.
tas' had a “run,’”’ and from that time out
the stroets and parlours rang withk ¢ Dixio."
The way broke. out that spring, and the
military bands took it up, and ¢ bixie Lo
came to the South what the Marscllise
hymn was to the French. And that is how
it beoamg the popular song of the South.

A MAN OVERBOARD.

Anact of extraordinary gallantry has boer
gorformed by Lord Walter Kerr, Comman-
er of Her Majeaty's ship Hercules, off Lis
bon. When sending down topgatlant yards
at sunset, on Sunday, April 4, 3 man fell
overboayd from the maintopgallant yard.
The commander, Lord Walter Kerr, who
was on the poop, commanding, the instant ho
saw tho man fall into the racing tide of the
Tagus, at once flung off his cag and jacket,
and plunged after him. Jad tho noble and
gallant officer {aken time wo think, he might
huve, without prejudice to his courage, well
have hesitated before placing his life at the
mercy of a current of such woll-known dan-
gor. Theman was at gome distance from
the ship when Iord Walter jumped over
board, but aftor considerable exertion, he
reached and supported the unfortunate man
until both were rescued by a boat from the
ship- The chances for any man overboard
in the Tagus are fow enough, and, but for
tho gallantry of his commander, the man
had no chance at all, having hecome insen-
sible from a blow.—A Hong Kong,paper
tells & sumilar story, but with an uhfortu
nately different resuit. H. M. S. Himalaya,
on hor voyage from Hong Kong to Ceylon,
was going 10 kpots beforu a steady monsoon
breoze, when the cry of ** A man overboard!"
was heard. Tho officer of the watch, Mr. E
H. Cunningham, navigating sub-lisutenant,
without 2 moment’s hesitation or waiting to
remove any portion of kis ¢lothes, jumped
overboard to the rescue. Thelife-buoy was
l:é;o the ship rounded to, and boats low
eved, but sad to say, the gallant young off
cer alonewassaved. Mr. Cinningham said,
 When I got to him he said hesvas all right
and could swim, ¢ Then strike out for the
lifo-bpoy,” and we swam on. Presentlyl
hpard a cry, and turning, I heard him say,
No use, sir; I can’t'go orr; take care of your-
solf” .’ And before I could get to-him, he
went under and rose no more.”’ The un’or-
tunste man must also have been a gallant

follow to tuke his fate so maniully.

The Swiss riflemen have invited the En,
lish volunteers to take part in their national
prize competition. | )

The people of New York are uneasy con-
cerning the condition of their harbour forti-
fications, Bacentinvestigations-(?mve con-
olugively, that the city is almost defenceles
against the sttacks of £n iron-clad fleet.



