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ON THE QUESTION 0F CHRISTIAN UNITY.
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W11Y is there so goneral a~ demand for the iiiion of the v'arious
evang-,elie.al chutrclies ? That the dernand exists caimot he

denied and that it is becoiinig iicreasingl pereînptory is iiiiiifest
to any oue wvIo studios the Changes of thc great impulses of littnan-
iy. It is of intercst at the otitsot tu eniquire what is the origiin of
tliist wion senitiinei.t Writers oflhistorical thooloy likellHagcn-ebach1,
Shedd, Kliefortii, Shieldon and Xripipen ail niakec their chironiologtical
divisions to, include a lieriod folluwiiig the Ileforination, frcqnonitly
called the Systenmatizing I>eriod, iii whichi 1rotesLautisin seenied to
have its attention alinust cntirely absorbed witlh the structiire of creeds.
Thîis cxtends from 1517 te about 1720. 111 the iiiterval botween the
Roforination and tlieVesleyatn Revival wvhich was preerninouetly
inarkcd, by Catholicity, the importance of doctrinal definition, was so
exaggerated that in the batties of the creeds, c-tlolicity of spirit 'vas
ahinost forgotten. This creed conflict, succeeded by and coupleJ with
the liberalism and deinocracy of subsequent historyled to the condi-
tion of thing-s whichli has since confessedly beeti a reproacli to Pro-
te-' antism, uamely, the appalliing incroase of the nuinber of sects.
Given tho two clenients of narrow intolerant doctrinal tenacity and
the self assertion of social and political liberalisni, and yon liave the
iuost prolific soil for the growth of sectariauisin and so the century
froiu 1750 to 1850 xuay appropriately ho callcd the Period of Sec-
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