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From this point of view, it is evident 
that aside from the |x>ints of economy, 
and utility, above mentioned, one hive 
is practically as good as another, so long 
as the queen is given sufficient room to 
develop her fertility to the highest ca­
pacity during the breeding season. 
Whether room is given at the rate of one 
frame at a time, or all at one time, or 
whether it is given by the addition of 
shallow divisions, is merely a matter of 
ion lenience, and economy of manipula­
tion, and will have but little influence 
upon the honey crop. If Mr. Simmns 
is looking for tangible evidence of im­
provement in American and Canadian 
bee-keeping methods, he will not need a 
magnifying glass to find them. American 
lee-keeping is in the midst of an era of 
advancement and reform, unparalleled in 
the history of the art ; the improvement 
in bees by selection in breeding is claim­
ing the at ten'run of American and Can­
adian bee-keepers as never before. This 
is evident from the fact that notwith­
standing there are scores of queen breed­
ers scattered over the country, many of 
whom rear thousands of queens annually, 
but few, if any, are able to supply the 
demand for queens.

To the American honey producer, it 
is not so much a question of how to se­
cure a good crop of honey, as how to 
turn it into cash to the best advantage. 
Co-operation, wherever practised, is ac­
knowledged to be the correct solution of 
tlic market problem, and therefore is be­
ing rapidly develoj ed in this country. 
Another indication of progressiveness on 
the part of American and Canadian bee­
keepers is the fact that they have come 
to realize that uniformity in hives and 
appliances, is of vastly more importance 
than minor items, choosing rather to 
abandon pet hobbies, that can have but 
little bearing upon successful honey pro­
duction, for the sake of the greatest 
good to the greatest numbers, by estab­

lishing a uniform stand ",<i for hives and 
appliances.

The Langslioth frame is fast super 
seding all others in America. It has 
stood the test of time, and endured the 
storms of opirosition, until it has become 
the standard for American bee keepers ; 
an i he who would have the temerity to 
attempt to supplant it would meet with 
scanty support from progressive Ameri 
cm bee-keepers. While the 10 
frame Langstroth hive is pretty 
generally recognised as the stand­
ard for a general purpose hive, some 
who produce extracted honey exclusively 
will doubtless prefer the 12-frame sire. 
TU tendency of the times in this country 
is toward larger hives than formerly, and 
many of the former advocates of the 8- 
frame hive are now using two bodies for 
a brood chamber, instead of one, and 1 
believe there are few bee-keepers in this 
country who would limit the queen to a 
single 8-frame body during the breeding 
season. Mr. Simmins’ reference to ex­
panding the brood nest by ising two 
bodies up to the time of supering, and 
then contracting by removing one tody, 
and forcing the bees and brood into the 
remaining body, shows that he is not 
conversant with American methods ; such 
a proceeding would result in disaster by 
causing the bees to swarm.

If Mr. Simmins is looking for reports 
of mammoth yields of surplus honey from 
individual colonies as proof of the cor­
rectness of American methods, he is 
doomed to disappointment, for the very 
good reason that the problem that con­
fronts the American honey producer is 
no longer how to secure 'he largest yield 
per colony, but rather how to exhaust 
the honey resources in a given locality. 
Bee-keepers in this locality have been 
compelled to meet changed conditions ; 
the basswood timber has been well nigh 
exterminated, and waste places that for­
merly afforded pasturage for bees, has 
been brought under the plow. Likewise


