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which W8 live, evidences of the persecutioiw to which the Church inour day „ Buhjected. It may be that tho Church has undergone1 ever. tna . ^nce her institution, but I doubt n,uch if at any epoch
t me has been a more dangerous assault. Before, tho world and it.,ru ers were openlym arms against the spouse of our Lord. Then menbelonged to one of two parties; they were cither oppressors of t
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- ^-« a '-«iparty We have those who would bo styled liberal Catholics. \owthey chng to the Church, and to-morrow thoy adhere to tl.. world

1 know not If you have such among you in America, .„•,.' i trusi

afflict the Church. Th.s party has been in our day and time thegr atest enemy against whom we have to contend. I experience,
hen, a gr.at consolation in beholding yo.i assembled here this even-

you to meet. I see in you a devoted band of true Catholics, who^ar not the world, but who glory in the profession of Catholic faith.rou have come to bring comfort and consolation to our Holy Fatherin our days, the lime means to be employed is union. Let peoplend priests and bishops be united as one man, and we cannot fear theresult Let all cling to the Kock on which the Church is built. Iagain thank you for coming here to-night.
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'^^ '''''' ''''^°'^' His Eminence CardinalFranchi celebrated Mass in the newly discovered basilica of Flavia
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*^»^<^^«^ ^as made by that illustrious

a^ad apparently indefatigable archaeologist, the Cavaliere de Rossi, towhom all lovers of ecclesiastical history, and even the science of the-o^gy, owe so much, for the many c .. nu.. evidences o" the prac-
tices of the earlv Christians which h. I., , ....ht to li^ K. IZ
DeMerodi, at whose expense the e o„r, -.ns vere being carried oVwas present, and had everything nicely arranged for the Pilgi-ims'
This basilica is entirly under ground. It was covered on the ocLion
With a large canvas awning, to protect the Pilgrims from the rays oftue sun. It was a moving spectacle there, where so many Christians
^.ad come m pious pilgrimage to venerate the relics of the martyrs
to find agam those of the same faith kneeling and assisting at the
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^: :'=''^'' o^^o*=t all the FiJgrims and the other
guests were assembled at these \'enerated ruins.
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