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British connection

Honesty in public life

Measures for the material
progress and moral advance-
.ment of our great Dominion

No graft!

No deals!

“The Thistle, Shamrock, Rose entwine,
L muaplgwtmver.” -

ELECTION RUMORS
Talk about both the Federal and the
provincial elections is becoming more de-
finite.. An Ottawa rebort indicates the
intention of Sir Wilirid Laurier to ap-

r?eal to the country next June, provided

the business of the session can be dis-
posed of before the end of May. The
length of the session will depend very
largely upon the opposition. If the Con-
servatives so desire they can prolong it
far beyond the wishes of the government.
|1t is known that both parties will seek
“to bring out in Parliament as much cam-
! paign material as possible, and it is
quite probable that this fact will mean
not only an uncommonly long session
'but a somewhat stirring one. , Both par
ties will be talking to the country, and
the government programme will be plan-
ned for vote-getting. With these condi-

tions in mind any plan to shorten the|.

gession may not be easy to execute. And
the House\ will scarcely settle down to
work before the Christmas vacation. The
Senate will only make a pretence at being
busy before January. The public would
not suffer, in fact, if it did not assemble
‘before the new year.
Renewed rumors about

a provincial

' election ‘were heard yesterday, and Janu-

'ary was named as the date probable. The
Robinson government has made no move
Jto bring on the bye-elections though four
‘seats are vacant, and this is accepted in
)some quarters as indicating a decision to
Make the plunge by going to the country
fn the near future. Hon. Mr. Robinson
{nd his lieutenants are said to be trying
¢o arrange several important matters to
their satisfaction, the idea being that
when, or if, they succeed, the wrifs will
)be issued. Another view is that the gov-
ernment’s courage will be greater as soon
es enough snow falls to conceal the con- |
dition of the country roads. The opposi-
tion, in any case, should not be taken
unawares. It is the habit of govern-
ments to get a enap verdict if the chance
seems inviting.

The public, on the watch for election
signs, will wonder if onme appeared yester-
day in the announcement that two of
the three local seekers after immigrants
in the Old Country had been selected. If
the published reports about this immigra-
tion business prove to be correct the local
government orators during the coming
campaign will do well to explain to the

electors on what grounds the gentlemen
named were selected | as  mission-
aries to Ireland and Scotland. If these

are the immigrant catchemss the govern-
‘ment’s immigration policy’ will not set

</an observant public on fire. We have no

doubt both of the gentlemen in question
are entitled to honorable employment, and
’,for aught we know the)‘Y have earned
| political rQward—but, if so, why not give
| them something else?

MR. FIELDING AND THE I C. R.

Hon. Mr. Fielding in his speech at Truro
. ¥riday night said he did not want to see
the I. C. R. taken out of politics—that is,
good politics as distinguished from bad
politics. What Mr. Fielding understands
by~good politics will be interpreted var-
jously, but the inference is that he finds
the road useful as a party lever. He can
meardely believe that political control is
good for the railway. Quite recently Hon.
Mr. Graham and many leading Liberal
newspapers have been saying that the I.
C. R. must be eeparated from politics, but
{Mr. Fielding’s idea of the programme is
‘likely to be mnearer right, until after the
general election at least. The Nova Scotia
(leader was acting Minister of Railways
;for a short period after Mr. Blair left the
.government, and while® Mr. Emmerson’s
' appointment was hanging fire, and that
period will be remembered as one of the
most expensive in the history of the In-

tercolonial.
; Mx' Fielding opposes the plan for an in-

‘i dian trade sentinel

dependent commission. He does not see
why any government possessing so powers
ful a political lever as the I. C. R. should
relinquish it “voluntarily. It is ‘“‘good
politics’”” as he understands the term to
hold on to it. But if he were thinking
about the country and not the party he
might form another conclusion as to the
best method of administering the road.
1f a commission controlled it several con-
stituencies in which the government is now
able to control a large railway vote would
be materially affected. These men would
vote as they pleasea without fear of con-|
sequences. The commission would not
care about political results in the operation
of the line, but would seek economy and
progress, good service and paying oper-
ation. 'The country genmerally would be
satisfied if the property paid its way. It
would like to see less deceptive bookkeep-
ing and a more determined and systematic
effort to justify the existence of the line
as a public property. This done, exten-
sion to the West would be in order. Mr.
Fielding’s announcement means that so
long as the present government has the
authority the Minister of Railways will
have to think of politics first and business
afterwards.

.PATRONAGE
When an oﬂic&holder‘dies in St. John
from fifteen to a hundred eager citizens
fall upon the man or men who ‘“control

the patronage” and demand the situation
of the good man who is gone. The smaller
the office, the more numerous the appli-
cants; the bigger it is the more trouble-|
some they are. The main question is not
how well any applicant is qualified for the
position, but how much trouble he or his
friends will make for the party if he does
not get it. If he cannot make trouble
or has not much influence he has no
chance. Jobs are fairly numerous, but the
office seeker’s name is legion. The result
is constant dissatisfaction, which growsin
volume the -longer the government has
been in power.

The appointment of Messrs. Costigan
and Gillmor to the Senate, and the send-
ing of Mr. John Cheéley to become a Cana-
in Africa, together
with the filling of several other positions,
have produced something like a revolt
among the patronage seekers in this neigh-
borhood. Since Dr. Pugsley entered the
cabinet his office has been filled by gentle-
men eager to serve their country. He
was quick to recognize, the dissatisfaction
existing over appointments made before he
obtained control of the patronage, and he
could foresee a harvest of discontent in
case he personally handed out the rewards |
to the faithful. He has decided to evade.
He proposes a committee of seven/to be
chosen by a committee of thirty or forty.
The seven who are chosen will live haunted
lives. 'I'ney are condemned in advance
to make capital against the party for the
simple reason that there are not jobs
enough to go around, -and where one is
“gatiefied” fifty will be left sore. The
seven may act together in harmony for
about a month. After that there will be
knives out.

THE PULPIT AND POLITICS

Some of the clergymen who are preach-
ing about politics employ language likely
to cause discomfort in the pews. Rev. Mr.
Young, of St. Stephen, in a recent ser-
mon, gave his congregation the following
to think’ about:

“Tt will mark the dawning of a better
political day, when character, irreproach-
able private life, and stainless honor will
count more in a candidate’s favor than his
devotion to a political party. The curse of |
our land is that so many men are fettered |
by a hide bound partizanship. It is a

shame that many who sit in the congrega-
tion have already made up their minds
how they are going to vote mext election, |
irrespective of who the candidate may be or |
the issues involved. The people are the |
responsible parties if there is political job-
bery or corruption. Officials are but or-

' record entitles him, the storm may not |

impassable when it is important to reach
a market. The community or state that
engages most earnestly in the building of
good roads will realize full reward in the
money return that will come to the pro-
ducer and business man alike. It is sec-
ond only to the railroad as an agency for
growth—and is scarcely utilized.’”

New Brunswickers in the matter of
roads have been fed upon promises for sev-
eral yeams. Now, on the eve of an elec-
tion, the government confesses that all
the promises as to what the highway act
would do for the people were based on an
error, ' The work which would have been
done under the old law has not been done.
The new act is to be abolished. When the
snow hides the bad roads the government
will appeal to ths country. The country,
however, will be thinking of the condition
in which the roads will be found next
spring..

SIMPLE PRECAUTIONS

In discussing popular errors concerning

the prevention of pneumonia a contem-

porary has this to say: “It is said of the
Chicago Commissioner of Health that he
took ' a two-hour walk din the rain the
other day and finjshed it at a meeting in
a public hall. Some one regretted that he
should have exposed - himself to pneu-
monia so recklessly in .the rain, and, his
answer was that two hours of open air
under the worst conditions was less dang-
erous than fifteen minutes in the hall he
wag in. The moral is that since pneu-
monia is one of the most deadly of ail-
ments, while adequate precaution against
it is ridiculously simple, the fresh air plan
should be followed by everyone.”

When cold weather comes, this writer
points out, too many people seal up their
living roome against pure air and try to
spend as much of their time as possible
indoors. The pneumonia germ, he goes on
to eay, “enjoys a better field in some
atmospheres than in others. A vitiated
atmosphere is especially conducive to ite
development and since at this season some
people are apt to batten down the hatches
and shut all clean air out of their homes
and working places, the pneumonia germ
harvests its victims more - rapidly now
than at other times of the year. To avoid
pneumonia is said to be a simple matter.
KExhaustion from continuous over-exertion
and failure to obtain recreation, must be
prevented. Large assemblages of persons in
badly ventilated public places are danger-
ous unless a brisk use of the lungs in pure
open air immediately afterwards is made.”
The experts, he adds, make ventilation
the burden of their warning, “ventilation
indoors and outdoors, with exercise in the
onen air, and they do not seem to be
able to insist on it too strongly.”

THE PATRONAGE

Dr. Pugsley has tossed down an apple |
of discord among his supporters by his |

request for the selection: of a patronage}berth is available. This discovery comes |

cecmmittee. There have been reports in |
circulation for sofe time past about al
movement among certain Catholic Liberals
to deprive Mr. Edward Lantalum of his
position and influence in politics. Those
engaged in this movement have now ap-!
parently seized upon the formation of the |
patronage committee as an opportunity to
pry ‘Mr. Lantalum out for the benefit of |
more ambitious if not more intluential |
aspirants. They are determined, it is said, i
that Mr. Lintalum shall not be one of the 1
patronage-disposing seven. .

This raises a somewhat troublesome |
issue. Mr. Lantalum is not without friends, |
and he is not the man to accept with|
submission the plans which his dearest |
foes may be making for his political
future. He will be up and doing. If heJ.
succeeds in getting the place on the com- |
mittee to which his friends believe his

amount to much, though his discovery of
the plan that was afoot may cause him to '
look soniewhat sharply to his fences in!
future. |
mittee as the result of a concerted arrange- !

But if he fails to get on the com- |

which have disgraced our politics have
arisen through the distribution of local
patronage by party ‘patronage committees.’
These ‘patronage committees’ have allowed
themselves to do things which no member
of Parliament would dare put his name to;
and members Pf Parliament are pretty
daring 1n dirty work. They have sold mis-
erable little offices which pay such meagre
salaries that we wonder men can be found
to fill them, requiring the poor fellows who
took them to pay a pittance each year
into the party funds for the privilege.
This was sweating the gains of vaerty in
so squalid a manner that every decent
man in the community felt his gorge rise.”

“Then a party ‘patronage committee’
will frankly think only of party advant-
ages; while an elected member of Parlia-
ment is expected to pay some attention
to the public welfare. He may not live up
to our expectations in this regard, but
there is some pressure on him to do so.
He must at least defend his appointments
as in the public interest, and so must
think of this phase of the question when
selecting his office-holders. But a par-
tizan committee} named by a party execu-
tive, will not be brought to book in this
regard. It may be asked why it gave an
office to a man of doubtful party fidelity.
It may have to defend itself because it
passed over a party ‘stalwart’ who had

done great service in the elections. But |-

it will practically never be.bothered by
people who want to know why it did not
name an eminent citizen with excellent
qualifications but little interest in the
party squabble. To surrender patronage
to a party committee is to plead guilty
in an intention to commit all the worst
crimes we associate with the ‘patronage
evil.’ ” 0

The Star, it will be observed, fears the
worst. Well, we shall see. The proof of
the pudding is to come.

ROTE AND COMMENT

The number of steamers in port is rap-
idly increasing, and very soon men to
handle the freight must be had. The ex-

isting deadlock cannot last much longer.
* 4 -

The ’longshoremen are winning good
opinion by avoiding trouble at Sand Point.
However the present dispute ends. they)

will act wisely in acting as good citizens
- * *

There is woe in Monecton liquor circles. |’

The Supreme Court Jecides that Magis-
trate Kay has pow.

to be awkward.

* * »

The government is to introduce an in-
surance bill early in the session. It is
to be far from radical if reports from
Ottawa accurately foreshadow the pro-

visions of the measure.
* * @

A few boulders are now mentioned as
forming part of the material to be re-
moved at Sand Pbint before the needed

rather late in the game.

* % *

The local gowgrnmient commission on
temperance is e\“fd‘(}jut]y missing much
valuable experience by not going to Maine.
Here is part of a despatch telling how
they perform in Old Town:

Uneasy lies the head that disposes of
the patronage. Dr."Pugsley has turned
the job over to a committee; and how the
members of that committee will love one
another before the loaves and fishes are
distributed!

L

Ald. MeGoldrick is said to have threat- |

ened to resign if the newspapers do not
stop abusing him. This journal has not
abused him, and would not do so even if
it were sure he would resign thereafter.
Mr. McGoldrick’s public career is wholly
in the hands .of a public which hitherto
has been most indulgent. The public has
laughed at him and\sometimes voted for
him. Now it may continue the laughter
but cut out the votes. If it does the alder-

man. will have himself to thank.

“Sturgis Deputies Bridges and Richard-

*

I - e Oﬂic.ials { ment to hamstring him politically, there |gon caused one of the worst riots in the
are but representatives—and the prime | wiy po Jively developments. A small sec- | history of this city Friday afternoon and

disgrace rests upon the people represent- |
ed.” 1

Is it true that many who sit in the con- | My, Blair's advice in 1903 and supported |19

tion of the Liberal party hold a grudge'
against Mr. Lantalum because he followed |

evening by the raid on Fraser’s drug store
on Center street. When the smoke of bat-
tle had cleared away and the crowd of
00 men, women and children had de-

gregations have already decided how they | {ho Tweedie-Pugsley administration. He parted,and the broken glass,remains of bad

are going to vote, no matter who the can- ‘
didates or what the issues may be? Well, |
it is perhaps suggestive that any deacon |
who happens also to be an active poli- !
tician could tell ‘at a glance about |
how many votes his side would
get out of the congregation. But
it seems that ~when a clergyman
directs talk of this sort to the pews ihe |
occupant of each flatters himself that his |
neighbor is the man aimed at, or comforts
himself by asking mentally what a
preacher can’ possibly know about politics
anyway. The result of this preaching may
be great, but, naturally, it is not visible.
Doubtless the minister who named the
men guilty of corrupt practices would be |
unpopular. The preachers, by the way,
should all be independent in politics,should
vote for men and measures and not for
party only—and perhaps they do.

GOOD ROADS AND BAD

One who reads the views of the Mont-
real Witness on the importance of good
roads and the waste and folly of bad ones
would almost decide that the writer had
been visiting New Brunswick, where the
local government’s experiment in this mat-
ter has rendered conditions much worse
than they have been in many years. “The
power of a good road as an immigration
influence has been overlooked,” says the
Witness. ,“/’ good road compels settle-
ment, and the state that pushes the
building of good roads will increase in
population more rapidly than the state in
which little or no attention is given to
highway conditions. We agree with the
dictum that there is no influence for the
building up a city or couniry that can
equal good roads. ‘There is enough ap-
preciation of the artistic in all of us to
compel admiration for a good road district
if we fail to grasp its economic import-
ance. We have the desire instinctively to
live adjacent to a good highway, rather
than alongside a mud trail that will be

eSS KRR & e

| there is no dodging the question as to how

complained on that occasion that support
on which he should have been able to
ccunt because of former political associa-
tions was withheld. The support was not
very powerful, but it was missed in an
election in which his margin was exceed-
ingly small.

The proposal to have a paironage com-
mittee was bound to raise awkward ques-
tions within the Liberal party here. Pro-
testant Liberals complain that Catholic
Liberals exert too much influence in the
matter of patronage, and Catholic Liberals
protest that the shoe is on the other foot.
Since there is to be a committee of seven

many Protestants and how many Catholics
shall be included. It was not desirable to
bring a troublesome question up in this
form. Unquestionably one result will be
to direct more and more attention to the
religion of every applicant for a position,
whereas the community and the public
gervice would be better off if this ques-
tion were kept in the background and if
positions were awarded to the men best
fitted to serve the people.

The Montreal Star devotes a leader to
Dr. Pugsley’s patronage plan. It says,
among other things:

“The people do not elect the members
of a party committee, nor can they dismiss
them from office if they appoint men to
public positions for which they are unfit.
This empowering a party committee to fill
the Dominion Government offices in a city
or county, is putting power where there is
no responsibility, which is precisely the
opposite of the theory of representative
and responsible government undér which
we are working. We might as well allow
the members of Parliament to delegate
the power of making laws or voting sup-
plies to a party committeg composed of
men who had never been before the people,
as candidates and for whom the people
had never had a chance to vote.

“Some of the most sordid

scandals

S U e i L
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eggs and rock piles had been cleaned up,

two jigger loads of liquor reposed ~in the
barn of Deputy ‘Richardson and the barn
of the Lake residence on Brunswick
street, at least two of the liquor hunters
were badly bruised and several men who
had the misfortune to get in the way of
the clubs of the deputies were nursing
bruised and cut heads”

. »

In discussing a report that Canadian
money on call loan in Wall street is not
immediately available, the Ottawa Citizen
says:

Mr. George Burn, general manager of
the Bank of Ottawa, when seen yesterday
regarding the telegram from Montreal
which appeared in these columns, said
that the statement made therein that the
banks were unable to get the cash for
their call loans was misleading. So far as
his information goes, it has at all times
been possible to get funds available in
(anada by sacrificing the premium which
has prevailed lately on United States
specie and currency. ‘“While the banks
may not be desirous 6f paying the prem-
ium, money can,” said Mr. Burn, “be
brought from New York to Montreal by
doing so. The statement made in the
telegram that the Canadian banks have
not Peen able to realize on their call loans
is therefore not in accordance with the

facts of the case. Bank drafts on New |

York have been selling in Montreal lately
at 1 per cent to 1 1-4 per cent discount.
Today they are quoted at 5-8 to 3-4 per
cent discount, showing that conditions are
improving.”

Westfleld Liberals.

At a recent meeting the Liberals of
Westfield parish elected the following dele-
gates to the next provincial government
convention: F. W. C. Nase, George Craw-
ford, James A. Lingley; substitutes, A. Z.
McKenzie and Edward Whelpley. Mr.
Nase, who presided, was elected vice-presi-
dent of the Liberal Club of Kings county,
to represent Westfield parish. - Dr. McVey
says Westficld is the first parish to organ-
ize and that it is now ready for the fray.

Since taking office, less than eighteen
months ago, Assistant Attorney-General
Philbrook, of Maine, has conducted eight
murder trials,

i il .

| honor delivered judgment upholding the

.o send the sa]ooni
men to jail for first offences. This is going '
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FRED. W, STOCKTON'S
WILL DECLARED VALID

Contest Over Late Sussex Lawyer's
Estate, Which is Worth $15,000,
Ended. '

Sussex, Nov. 24.—(Special)—Judge J.
M. Mclntyre, after hearing the evidence
of witnesses delivered judgment on Satur-
day in favor of the will of Fred W. Stock-
ton, of Sussex, who died last May. A
caveat against proving the will had been
presented by Mrs. Harrison, of Sussex,
sister of the deceased, on the ground that
it was insufficiently executed. The will
was made in favor of the testator’s wife,
Mrs. Harriet Stockton,who was sole legatee
and executrix, the heirs being the testa-

tors’ children. A large number of
counsel were engaged in the case. Hon.
A. S. White appeared for Mr. and Mrs.
Harrison and George W. Fowler, M. P.,
for William Lynch, a son‘in-law, in op-
pofition” to the will. Hon.. H. A. Mec-
Keown appeared.for the children; J. J.
Porter, of St. John, for Mrs. Stockton,
and Ora P. King, M. P. P.; for certain
creditors of the estate, in support of the
will.

Some months ago it was proposed to
prove the will in common form, but a
caveat was entered and the citation war
returnable yesterday before Judge Mec:
Intyre.

The objections to the will were on the
ground of insufficient execution and that
much of the property devised had been
previously trusteed to Mr. and Mrs. Har
rison. ! ’

On the case being taken up his honor
overruled the preliminary objections to the
| petition. George H. ‘White and James
| Chestnut, of Sussex, the witnesses to the
| will, were examined and cross-examined at
length and Mrs. Stockton was also exam-
ined in support of the will.

On conclusion of the-examination his

will. The value of the estate is in the vi-
cinity of $15,000.

MAINE LIQUOR
RADERS HELD UP
BY ANGRY MOB

Oldtown, Me., Nov. 22—Imprisoned in
a drug store by a crowd of 1,000 people,
the Sturgis law deputies tried in vain for
several hours tonight to take away some
liquor which they had seized in the store
and were compelled at length to telephone
for aid from Bangor. Six deputies from
that city responded to the call and joined
in the effort to remove the liquor from
the store.

"The raid on the drug store was made by |
Deputies Krnest L. Richardson and A. J.!
Bridges, after they had previously visited
two other stores without finding any li-
quor. At the store of Alexander Fraser
a quantity of liquor in the cellar was con-
fiscated and while the deputies with help-
ers were removing it to teams preparatory |
to hauling it away, some one pulled in !
the fire alarm. The city department re-
sponded but found its services neces-
sary while a ecrowd of about 1,003"l people
summoned by the alarm surrounded the
store. Two loads of barrels and boxes
supposed to contain liquor had already
been hauled away to the store-room in
city hall and the deputies were getting
ready to load the third and last load when
the crowd interfered. Cakes of mud andi
other missiles were thrown at the team |
and the deputies until the latter were
torced to retire within the store and the
driver of the team hurried his outfit away.

The city police endeavored to drive away
the crowd but it was more than an hour
before they succeeded in clearing the pas-
sage around the sidewalk and hundreds of
people still remained in the street shout-
ing challenges to the deputy sheriffs to |
come out. Mayor Wells finally made a |
personal effort to disperse the crowd, ad-
dressing them from the entrance to the
store and urging them to go to their
homes, as law-abiding citizens, and allow
the officers to do their duty unmolested.
The crowd listened respectfully enough to
the mayor’s appeal but seemed determined
to remain on the scene and had increased
in number rather than diminished as the
evening wore on.

About 8 o’clock a squad of six deputies,
who had been summoned from Bangor, ar-
rived in the city and had a consultation
with the deputies in the drug store. They
remained there some time without making
any move and it was thought probable
that they would decide to wait until late
in the night before attempting to take
away the load of liquor which remained
{in the store. By that time it was thought
!t.he crowd would have dispersed. Except
i for the mud-throwing the crowd manifest-
! ed no desire for violence but seemed de-
| termined to prevent the deputies from
carrying out their work. Some of the
leading citizens advised the mayor to call
out the fire department again and turn
the hose on the mob, but that official
thought that no such extreme measure was
necessary.

The alleged action of one of the deputies
a few days ago in carrying away and de-
stroying the interior fittings of a place
which he raided is believed to have been
responsible in part for the feeling shown
by the mob. tonight.

! A Presentation.

i 'Femperance Hall was the scene of a|
ipleasant gathering on Saturday evening
! when St. George’s Division, S. of T., met |
{to do honor to Mr. and Mrs. J. Brooks, a
| recently married couple who for years
| have been faithful workers in the lodge.
{ After an excellent programme had been
| carried out the popular couple were pre-
{sented an address and a handsome oak
i rocker as a mark of the esteem on the
| part of the members.

| J. H. Gridley presided and there were
recitations by Miss Lida Smith and Miss
Barton; solos by Miss Milne, W. McGor-
man, James Sullivan, Mr. Robertson, Mr.
Dawson, Mr, Gridley and Hugh Mec-
Cavour; musical selection by Miss Night-
ingale and epeeches by Mr. Gridley ‘and Mr.
Rogers. D. C. Fisher made the presenta-
tion.

F. BE. 8harpe Mentioned.

F. E. Sharpe, of Midlands, Kings coun-
ty, who arrived in the city Friday, is
mentioned as likely to be the third mem-
ber of the delegation which is to be ap-
pointed to visit the old country this win-
ter in the interests of immigration to New
Brunswick.

Mr. Sharpe’s friends say, in addition to
being a practical farmer himself, he is
widely acquainted with the province, hav-
ing traveled through nearly every section
of the country as one of the lecturers of|
the Farmer’s Institute. They hold that he
is well qualified for the place.

PROF. ROBERTSON A PIONEER

OF NEW EDUCATIONAL IDEA

Head of Macdonald College
as Seen by George lies, of
“Inventors at Work”™
Fame.

George Iles, well known to Canadians
through his popular volume, Inventors at
Work, and his numerous magazine articles,
has in the current number of the Ameri-
can Review of Reviews an extremely in-
teresting character sketch of Prof. James
Wilson Robertson, head of the Macdonald
College, and a comprehensive account of
his work for education in Canada. After
noting the expansion of the idea of edu-
cation in the last decade or so, to em-
brace every kind of preparation for the
work of life, Mr. Iles goes on:

“A notable leader in this work, whose
career is here sketched, came from the
wheat field, the milk room, the warehouse,
thence deriving golden lessons. and thither
returning to broaden the knowledge of
practical men with the winnings of the
laboratory and the experimental piot. His
labors, ever rising in width and dignity,
declare a public-spirited pioneer of the
first order; he asks: What great oppor-
tunities are there for good to all the
people? How best may chese opportuni-
ties be developed? e '

“James Wilson Robertson, a farmer’s
son, was born in Dunlop, Scotland, in
1857. From fourteen to seventeen he was
clerk to a firm in Glasgow, where he
learned much that has since stood him in
good stead. He was taught to keep ac-
counts accurately; to write letters prompt-
ly, clearly, and civilly; he was impressed
with the essential morality of living. up
to an agreement. Every day, and espec-
ially at the annual stocktakings, he came
to a sense of values; he saw how depre-
ciation may overtake well-bought goods,
how wear and tear bring down the warth
of buildings, machinery, fittings.”

Mr. lles then narrates how the future
educationist came to Canada with his
parents, and made his beginnings in the
dairy business, in which he rapidly rose.

“Before long, at Cotswold, Wellington
county, he took charge of a factory for a
joint stock company of farmers, but it was
not big enough to keep him busy. In a
few months he was looking after eight
similar factories, and doing well by them
all. His talent for initiative, for adminis-
tration, was already in evidence. Then
from many dairymen, whose output was
second-rate, came questions as to his
working methods. In winter evenings he
told them, first in groups of a dozen or
twenty, then in assemblies that rose to
100 or more. He laid stress on cleanliness,
on the use of the thermometer. He point-
ed out that hay, a common crop for ex-
port, grievously impoverished the soil,

while dairying withdrew from land hardly |

any mineral values.
is a cheap and good fodder; he distributed
seed that his hearers might prove this at
home. He demonstrated simple tests for
the quality of milk, which decide whether
a cow should be kept at work or sent to
the butcher; and he offered prizes for the
cows yielding most rich milk. He attrac-
ted and held his hearers because he was
one of themselves, speaking their own and
rot an.academic tongue. Not long before
he had shared their ignorances and per-
plexities; he rejoiced to tell them the way
out, that they might exehange a lean wage
for a decent profit. In dexterity and in-
formation Robertson has his peers; in
good-will, in the passion to have his neigh-
bor thrive as himself, I know not his
equal.

“In 1886 the Ontario government asked
Robertson to become professor of dairy
husbandry at the Agricultural College at
Guelph, to promote and advance the dairy-
ing of the province at large. During his
stay at Guelph the college sought more
earnestly than ever before to further the
welfare of farmers at home.. Its staff went
the length and breadth of Ontario address-
ing the farmers’ institutes, which flour-
ish there as nowhere else on the contin-
ent. As a rule, each institute meets”four
times a year; the speakers on dairying,
live stock, field crops, or other topics are
men of successful practice. In this work,
of course, Robertson took part, growing
still happier in making plain to his hear-
ers how care, intelligence, order and clean-
liness could better their products and
lighten their toil. As his stay in Guelph
drew to a close the college began to or-
ganize its famous traveling dairies. In this
task Robertson had a share, glad that
appliances simple and good should take
their way through the villages of Ontario
for the behoof of thousands of farmers
who otherwise might never be stirred to
reform.

“More than once Robertson accompani-
ed shipments from Canadian farms and
dairies to the markets of Great Britain.
There he saw the butter of Denmark, the
bacon of lreland, the eggs and poultry of
France,the apples from the United States,
all better than~the Canadian exports.
Why were they better? Because produced
with more ekill and transported with
more care. He came home informed as
to improved strains of cattle and swine,
their best housing and feeding; the latest
apparatus for creameries and cheese fac-
tories; instruction as to how chickens
should be fattened, killed, shaped, and

| shipped for the tables of London, Man-

chester and Glasgow. He sketched how
Canadian  butter, cheese and poultry
should be packed and forwarded at low
temperatures so that no link should be
wanting or weak betwixt a farm or fac-
tory in Canada and a shop counter in
Liverpool or Leeds. With persistence and
address he carried these projects to com-
plete adoption; he had studied the situa-
tion as a whole; he persuaded all con-
‘cerned to a long pull, a strong pull, and
a pull all together.

Soon Canadian farmers, dairymen, rail-
road managers, and seteamship owners
joined hands to develop a trade which
grew fast to stupendous proportions.
Backed throughout by the dominion treas-
ury, the dairy exports which in 1889 were
but $9,700,000, rose in 1900, to $25,000,000,
and in 1906 reached $31,500,000. The man
who chiefly wrought this great result had
a national helm in his hands.

“In 1890 Robertson was appointed com-
missioner of dairying for the dominion, so
that the good practice of Ontario might
extend to her sister provinces. In 1895 he
was given the additional post of commis-
signer of agriculture for the ddminion.
Loyally did he discharge his trusts. From
ocean to ocean he lifted farming and
dairying to new excellence, until his ambi-
tion to eee their methods at the highest
level seems fast approaching fulfilment.
And his hour is fortunate. New areas for
the plough in the United States are too
few for national needs, and the scarcely
broached wheat-belt of Canada invites the
settler as Minnesota and the Dakotas did
a generation ago. At a bound this influx
has opened a new era in the dominion,
and thoroughly aroused her farmers to the
gifts proffered by the mew education.”

Then follows a description of the pro-
fessor’'s work for seed development, and

He showed that corn.
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its extraordinary results. And then -we
pass to manual training.

“Sir William Macdonalda, warmly inter-
ested in the higher education, also earn-
estly desired to aid primary schools,especic
ally those in country districts. He took
counsel with Dr. Robertson, who reviewed
their problems in the light of wide obeer-
vation, and then as is his wont, inquired:
“Where are the best examples for our
guidance?” He examined kindergartens,and
classes in manual training, nature study,
and domestic science in the United States
and England, that their best methods
might be adapted to Canada. He was con-
vinced that Canadian elementary schoole
were too bookish that they did not ap-
peal, as they should, to the skill of hand
and eye which fully call out intelligence,
and prepare for the home, the farm, the
workshop, the mill, where most girls and
boys as they grow up must do their work.
With Dr. Robertson as planner and coun-
sellor, Sir William Macdonald founded
throughout Canada manual training cen-
tres- at 21 places, attended by 7,000 chil-
dren, and costing $3,600 a month for teach-
ers’ salaries during three years. At the
end of  that term the local authorities
were free to continue the schools if
they pleased. In every province manual
training has been continued and with con<
stantly widening™ popularity. In Nova
Scotia, for instance, more than twenty
school centres of the Macdonald type have
arisen, built and conducted with local
funds. Ontario had at first Macdonald
schools in three cities; now, counting their
progeny, she has forty manual training

centres. What more can apostle desirs
than to gather disciples in such tell-
ing fashion?”

An account of the “school gardens” fol«
lows, with this illuminative proof of their
effect upon general intelligence:

“In 1906 in Carleton county from schools

without gardens 49 per cent of the candi-
dates were successful; from five Macdon-
ald schools, where all candidates had been
school gardeners for three consecutive
years, 71 per cent were admitted, mostly
with high standing. As in all such educa-
tion it was shown that when part of a
school def is given to toil with the hands,
at the bench and out of doors, the book
work at the desk takes on a fresh mean-
ing, and inspires a new zest.
- “Sir William Macdonald and Dr. Rob-
ertson had now entered upon an educa-
tional reform &0 broad and deep, so novel
in many details, that it demanded teach-
ers trained on purpose. Recognizing this
need, Sir William Macdonald provided at
the Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph,
two large buildings, equipped for the due
instruction’ of teachers. Here are head-
quarters for manual training and house-«
hold science, with brief courses in cook-
ing, sewing and other domestic arts. Short
courses in nature study and school gar-
dening are free to teachers. To promote
their attendance, four provincial govern-
ments have granted scholarships which
have already enabled two hundred teach-
ers to take elected instruction. In one
important regard this college at Guelph
has an enviable record. Two out of every
three of its graduates return to the farm.
This dividend back to the land is con-
siderably higher than is usual at other
such._institutions.

“Taking many a sterling lesson from the
college at Guelph, from sister oolleges
throughout the union, has arisen the Mac-
donald College at St. Anne de Bellevue.”

Mr. Iles sets at two millions the actual
cost of the Macdonald College to its muni-
ficent founder, and adds that it has an
endowment fund of the same figure.

“This school offers many courses; let it

suffice to mention the two-years’.courss.”

It includes field and cereal husbandry, ani-
mal and poultry husbandry, home dairy-
ing, and horticulture. Farm machinery
will be taken apart, reassembled’and test-
ed; at nesed mowers, self-binders, and the
like will be repaired. Object lessons of
the first order are given on the main farm;
its 387 acres are thoroughly drained and
cultivated, and have good roads. Its
buildings. comprise a farmhouse, several
cottages and barns, with stables for horses
and cattle, and a sanitary piggery of con<
crete. The equipment for the study of
cattle and swine is capital; a fair exampla
is the dairy herd of pure-brad Ayrshires,
one of the best in America.

“The small-cultures farm of 100 acree
is for productive work, for investigations
in fruits large and small, in vegetables
and poultry. There are saveral acres of
apple orchard, displaying the Fameuse and
other leading varieties. Spacious poultry
runs accommodate about a thousand
fowls.

“Last August on the college grounds I
saw the results of an experiment which
might well be repeated by school garden-
ers throughout America. Five adjoining
plots had been sown with wheat; one on
the earlisst possible day; the others af
intervals each one week later than the
sowing next before it. The plot first sown
bore much the largest and best crop. This
lesson, added to Dr. Robertson's ‘tripod,’
already outlined clearly proves that the
farmer who puts brains and -energy into
his business can readily earn a dollar
where a careless farmer finds 50 cents.

“A word as to the School for Teachers,
which proffers a comprehensive and thor-
oughly practical training in the art and
science of teaching. Tts five classes are
(1) elementary, (2), advanced elementary,
(3) kindergartening, (4) model-school in-
struction, (5) pedagogy. including study of
the history of educational methods and
philosophy, the organization and manage-
ment of schools. On the campus is a
school for the village of Ste. Anne’s, em-
bodying the best rural methods; its classes
are available for teachers-in-training. TIn
addition, they have access to schools in
Montreal, easily reached in less than an
hour.

“The School of Household Science af:
fords a wide range of instruction, an im-
portant feature being the hous:zkeeping of
the college itself, in which students bear
part. The one-year courses embrace tha
study of foods, cooking, household econo«
mics, clothing materials, dressmaking and
millinery; fuels, ventilation and house
sanitation; home nursing and hygiene,and
home art. These courses admirably sup-
plement those of the sister School of Ag
riculture, which show how wealth is won
from the soil and the dairy, the cattle
barn and the poultry shed. How to earn
a good income is taught in one school, in
the other school is learned the equally
important art of using an income with
economy, good sense, and good taste with-
al.

“In all its departments, the college of:
fers, excellent short courses, adapted ta
the needs of young men and women lim-
ited in means and time. Such courses are
among the most useful afforded by the
agricultural colleges of Ontario, Wiscon-
sin, and Towa, and similar institutions of
mark. Education, it would seem, may in
many cases come too early. When a
learner, in the fulness of his powers,comes
to great principles, unstaled by premature
familiarity, he may have reason to rejoica
in the lateness of his lassons.

“Much, too, is learned by the interested
visitor at such a college as that at Ste,
Anne’s. Negotiations are afoot which next
year will offer excursions to Macdonald
College at nominal rates, following the ex<
ample of the Guelph College,- which wel«
comes every year in June, no fewer thaxg

30,000 visitors.”—Montreal Herald.
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