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I submit as another article of our policy:

“The reorganization of the present Rail
way Commission as a public utilities com
mission with wider powers and more ex
tended jurisdiction so as to establish thor
ough and effective control over all corpora
tions owning or operating public utilities 
or invested with franchises of a national

chise to certain gentlemen who had as- ' dais? And last but not least are we to
government railways to pri-

the name of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail- vate corporation* ^eir^ manage-

■ Guard Public Domain Z »«Jt55TSUSS &?!&***!!
j And Big Franchises. “ JttM - TriuSTXt— &
j The people of a great undcvc.q ed coun- ^ carried out in good faith according to ? to amend the* methods. Gross j character.”

try like Canada have within ilieir pos- its terms. This great railway is to be L. administration is rife today in many ■
0r session and control an opportunity of solv- constructed very largdy upon capita pro- . Mic llcpartments in Canada. Outrag

ing many difficult questions which have vided by the credit of this country under clect‘ion scandale have been disclosed
disturbed older communities where condi- a guarantee of its bonds, but the com-. lbc past ten years, but we do not . , , . - _ .
tions nave Become so fixed as to admit pany is also permitted to issue *50,000,000'J propose to repeal our constitu- .» has been demonstrated in Great Brit- 
little possibility of change. Canada has a common stock which will not represent, I 1 don a]together our system am that telegraphs and telephones can be
vast -public domain and in that term we one do lar actual cash invested We de-, »°n nr , successfully operated m connection with

i manded that tnree-fourths of that stock ; OI„, 1 ........ilui has suffered the post office department. I see no rea-
should be retained for and should belong! , . f business management, from son why a similar system should not, be
to the people of Canada. The govern- jro™ „ - u from mrtizan use and inaugurated and carried out successfully

WËMMMÊ%ÊÉmÊËË?v%imÊmÊiÆM!$ÊÊtà ment refused and handed it all over to the ,■ interference The remedy seems m Canada. Few people realize that at
Grand Trunk Railway Company which ; Paruaan j^.' ^ p]ace our govern- the present time Canada owns and oper-
had guaranteed one-fourth of the con- j an 0 under an independent com- ates 6,586 miles of telegraph line. These
struction bonds. At the present moment! m. . ? , , . that purpose the lines have not been remunerative for the
that stock is worth nothing "available person or pereons with the reason that; they have been established

In twenty years it will be worth one, knowledge and exiiericnce. The m thinly settled portions of the country
hundred and perhaps two hundred “"t®! ret,„.i6gion „bould be accorded a status where private enterprise could find no 

the dollar. The increase in value will ; c.° ° t that of tbe general railway com- adequate return. If we are prepared to
be due to the influx of settlers, the de- i el™“ , Canada jt would demonstrate invest national capital in thinly peopled 
velopment and progress of the country \ ’m3sl™ c.tis(action in a very few years and unremuncrative localities why should 
and the expansion of commerce. In that: t0 not operation of government we hesitate in those portions of the coun
increment of value the people of Canada, wb be carried Gn honestly, effi- try where operations can be carried on at
will not participate to the extent of one ; ra ‘ > j h 0 discipline and by a profit? 1 do not forget the necessity,
dollar. How different is this from the metllods. Personally I do not that our great ra.lways must be equipped
progressive policy of the British goverff-, “a”1 " , lyslle A Canadian has made with telegraph and telephone Unes, nor
ment under Lord Beacpnsfield who se- i °Uf“ ownership and operation successful do I forget the principle of justice to in-
cured for reasons of state a controlling | y ^he Ontario government vested capital which I have already in-'
interest in the shares of the Suez canal j » £ commission has a successful record voked. Having regard to these consider-* 
and accomplished not only a great poli-. » * ^ management and business ations our policy includes:
tical gain for the empire but a remark-,0*J" . dQ not over]00k the necessity rlle establishment, after due mvcstiga- 
able financial success as well. I djn- the interests of the whole tion, of a system of national telegraph.

The tendency of the present day is to ; ” 8 b proper provision for the con- and telephones under condemns which:
criticize and rail at corporations, espec- » v anv exjsting rates which may shall be just to capital already invested m*
ially those controlling or operating Public ! ™U tial fo' the development and pro- those enterprises.”
utilities. Would it not be better both for; °° , merce between the maritime In its desire to make an annual an-,'
the corporations and for the people that * ™ d other portions o£ Canada. nouncement of surplus in the post office!
franchises of a public character should be Pl d ther,f0re for the operation department the government has faded to
granted under such conditions that while d m ment "of our government rail- keep up with legitimate demands for in-' 
the capitalist will receive not only a fair ™ 8 independent commission free creased postal facilities. Postal facilities
but a generous reward for his enterprise, ; ways y co£rol Gr interferenefe. in the west have not kept pace with rails
the people will also participate in the lr“ * and -n jn 1904 advocated way development in that country. Con- 
profit which arises through national de- e,ten6jon Qf the Intercolonial Railway sequently there is just ground for com- 
velopment and progress. This can be ac- thP Georgian Bay. We plaint and that complaint should be reme-
complished by participation in the stock , that policy sound and that the died as rapidly as possible. We must not
issue or by applying a principle frequent- , of Canada should have ac- forget that in the more progressive coun-
ly acted upon in street railway franchises. | « and deve] d the Canada Atlantic , tries of the world the system of free ratal; 
Montreal and Toronto receive from their t o£ the Intercolonial in- mail delivery has been adopted. In the
street railways what is virtually a rental | ■» „rmjttinl, jfc to pass into the United States one sees before every far-,

" hands of erne of the great railway corpor- mer’s house on each free delivery route
ations. That opportunity having passed, a mailbox which » visited daUyJ?y 
I believe it better first to demonstrate eminent earner who delivers and collect* 
the possibility of efficient and successful ma,l, gives receipts for registered letters* 
business management in the operation of takes money for postal orders and sella 
the 1,700 miles of state railway which stamps post cards and stamped envelopes.] 
Canada now possesses. When that de- The system has been attended with «on-, 
monstration shall have been successfully siderable outlay m the United States I- 
made and when the interests of Canada have no examined any report la er thare 
and especially our great west shall ren- 1904 and in that year the postal route* 
der necessary the construction of another numbered 25,000 and the expeo» oimam-, 
great transcontinental railway I do not taming them was no less than $12 MO^OO 
doubt that the country will be ready and Since then I believe that there ha* teen! 
the Conservative party then in power will considerable increase. There ,s of course; 
be prepared to extend a successful system some compensation m the reduction of tne

?- “ ““ !™“ îLT-t” SârSS'3,
inces o delivery depends altogether upon the etan-j

dard. In the United States each route 
muet comprise at least 100 families and 
the length must not exceed 25 milee. The 
time has arrived when we should make a 

It muet be pre- 
ae to cost andj

under very special circumstances and for 
the purpoee of obtaining particularly de
sirable clarses of settlers.”BORDEN PROCLAIMS THE

CONSERVATIVE PLATFORM
.iociated themselves as a corporation under j hand over our

❖
parliament has practically no voice id 
control over any appointment to the civil 
service. Upon attaining power we ehall 
without delay enter upon and complete 
the necessary investigation to guide us as 
to details; and this investigation will be 
promptly followed by the requisite legis
lation.

If may not become a member of the 
to criticize too severely the

National Ownership of 
Telegraphs and Telephones,Opposition Leader, in Opening Speech 

of His Tour at Halifax, Outlines 
Progressive Reform Policy

Non-Partizan Commission for 1. C. R., Public Ownership 
of Telephone and Telegraph Lines, Equipment of Na
tional Ports, Public Control of Franchises; Clean Elec
tions and Honest Administration the Principal Features? 
A Big and Enthusiastic Audience Greets Conservative
Leader.

commons
merits or performance of the other brandi 
of the legislature; but those who have 
watched with any care the work of our 
senate in recent years must be convinced 
that it is not playing the part which was 
intended by the framers of our constitu
tion. There seems little sense of individual 
responsibility, little desire to grapple with 
public questions, little disposition for ef
fective work but intense inclination and 
indeed determination to make its sittings 
as infrequent and as brief as the barest 
decency will permit. In saying this I do 
not overlook important individual excep
tions. When one considers the problems 

the administration of criminal justice to be solved he is met with the declara- 
which rendered the criminals absolutely ^ion not easily disproved, that the present 
fearless. In 1898 the government of this | method of appointment is sufficiently 
country in its unwisdom saw fit to repeal 
the act providing for pensions to retired 
civil servants. In taking this course it 
set aside the example of every prudent 
business corporation which would have led 
it to extend and improve that act. But 
while abolishing pensions to retired civil 
servants the party in power did not fail 
to establish, out of the secret fund at its 
command, a pension system for bribers 
and ballot switchers who upon discovery 

forced to leave Canada and seek an
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Halifax, Aug. 20—R. L. Borden, M. P., 
naugurated his Canadian tour tonight by 
i splendid meeting in this city. That about 
2,000 people should have, assembled and 
chat they should have remained for three 
hours is proof of the interest of the peo- 

, pie of this city ip R. L. Borden and in 
the issues he had to present to their at
tention.

The meeting was held in the Empire 
Rink, the largest auditorium in Halifax, 
though not the most centrally located. 
The spirit manifested was one of bright 

and enthusiasm. Mr. Borden

good if the power were properly exercised. 
It is beyond question that while some ap
pointments to the senate by the present 
administration have been excellent a very 
considerable number have been absolutely 
improper and even absurd, so that the 
status, character and tone of that house 
have seriously deteriorated since the ad
vent of the Laurier government. The sen
ate if properly constituted under the pres
ent system should be greatly superior to 
the house of commons in the chief essen
tials of a legislative body and should be 
one of the main safeguards of our constitu
tion. It does not occupy that position 
either in fact or in public estimation. I 
realize certain possible dangers of an elec
tive senate, but conditions may force it 
upon us; and I shall stand for:

“Such reform in the mode of selecting

*

J. Q. H. Bergeron, M. P., for 
Beauharnoie, Who Accom

panies Mr, Borden.
should include not only lands and minerals 
but great franchises national in their char
acter involving the ownership, develop
ment and operation of public utilities such 

transportation, heat, light and other 
conveniences of the people. I

were
asylum in the United States. The exist- 

of this bribers’ pension fund has 
been demonstrated by affidavits of ^ men 
who have enjoyed it; witness the affidavits 
of Prichett some seven years ago, cor- 
robarated a few months ago by his sworn 
testimony in the London conspiracy case 
and the recent declaration of the fdeputy 
returning officer, James Farr.

expectancy
was given a cordial and hearty reception, 
and his reference to the fact that despite 
the figures of the returning officer after 
'.he election court revelations, he consid
ered himself still the rightful member for 
Halifax, was the signal for applausa that 
frequently afterwards punctuated the 
speech that took an hour and a half in 
its delivery.

W7ith Mr. Borden on the platform as 
speakers were Dr. R. C. Wreldon, J. C. 
O’Mullin and J. G. H. Bergeron, the last 
named making the closing address and by 
his bright, forcible style sending the aud
ience home in the best of good humor, 
though it was 11.30 o’clock. The chair 

occupied by Senator MacKeen.

en ce
as
necessary
will not do more than allude to the out- 

and scandalous transfer to par- 
areas of

rageous
tizan speculators of enormous 
public lands, timber and minerals in the

A:
Fight Evils in 
Both Great Parties.

If I am right in asserting that untaint
ed elections are essential to the success 
of democracy, am I not right in believ
ing that the Conservative party has today 
an opportunity of performing a service to 
the country greater than any which it 
lias rendered in the past? That service 
will include a determined and vigorous 
effort to reform and enforce our electoral 
law’s ; but it will chiefly consist in the 
future conduct and management of elec
tion campaigns. Fight the ballot thief and

• X
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THE CONSERVATIVE PLATFORMAdvocates Many 
Reforms.

Mr. Borden's speech was mainly divided 
into two parts. The second of these, de
voted to an enunciation of the Conserva
tive policy and the proclamation of new 
features in it, evoked intense interest and 
loud, applause. The statement that Mr. 
Borden stands for government control of 

particularly well re-

I
I. Honest appropriation and expenditure of public moneys in the public in

terests. National Ports and 
flodern Transportation,

We do not depart from the best tradi
tions of the past, but the national policy beginning in Canada, 
of today must take account of conditions ceded with proper inquiry 
which have arisen since 1878. In no part as to the standard which should be adopt- : 
of the world is the question of transpor- ed. I submit therefore as another article:', 
tation of more vital concern than in Can- “The improvement of existing postal : 
ada and nowhere are the opportunities facilities especially in newly developed por-] 
more favorable on the whole for its soin- tions of the country and the inauguration.; 
tion. The problem begins atsthe farm or after proper inquiry as to cost of a system! 
the factory and ends with the market of free rural mail delivery.” 
whether at home or abroad. Our natural 
advantages include a remarkable series of 
wonderful inland waterways, undeveloped 

of untold possibilities, and 
on two oceans. The

2. Appointment of public officials upon considerations of capacity and per
sonal character and not of party service alone.

3. More effective provisions to punish bribery and fraud at elections, to en
sure thorough publicity as to expenditures by " political organizations, to pre
vent the accumulation of campaign funds for corrupt purposes and to prohibit 
contributions thereto by corporations, contractors and promoters, to expedite the 
hearing of election petitions and to prevent collusive arrangements for the with
drawal or compromise thereof, to provide for a thorough investigation of cor
rupt practices, and if necessary to appoint an independent prosecuting officer 
charged with that duty, to simplify the procedure therefor and to enforce the 
laws so amended.

4. A thorough and complete reformation of the laws relating to the Civil 
that future appointments shall be made by an independent commis-

public utilities 
cenvd. There was continuous applatise as 
he laid down the policy of management 
of the Intercolonial railway by an inde
pendent non-partizan commission, th* 
creation of a commission on public utili
ties, the establishment in due time of a 
national system of telegraph and tele
phones, of a civil service modeled to a 
large extent on that of Great Britain, and 
the principle that the people have a right 
to a share of the increment in value of 
public franchises. On resuming his seat 
Mr. Borden was given an ovation.

Mr. Bergeron spoke for three-quarters 
af an hour and created a fine impression 
by his address, which lasted forty-five 
utes.

Mr. Borden upon being introduced by 
the chairman, and when the applause had 
subsided, spoke as follows:

At this the first meeting of a series
in Can-

was

A Canada-for-Canadians 
Fiscal Policy Advocated.

The fiscal policy of the Conservative 
party has been announced on many oc
casions since 1878, and while consistently 
adhering to the principles then laid down 
it necessarily has given consideration to 

conditions arising out of the develop-, 
ments and progress of the country. While 
recognizing the prime importance of ag-J 
riculture in a country like Canada, whose, 
natural resources comprise vast and di-j 
versified areas of richly fertile soils suit-, 
able for the cultivation of every product! 
of the farm, we realize also, the boundless 
undeveloped wealth of our forests, our 
mines, and our fisheries, and we do not 
forget that Providence has endowed this 
country with every 
for the development and support of greafi’ 
manufacturing industries. Our policy is 
based upon considerations of advantage, 
not to any particular class or section, but 
to the people and the country as a whole;- 
thus it necessarily takes account of the in
terests of the consumer, but it also aims 
at the maintenance within our borders of 
a large industrial population who shall 
receive a fair living wage and who shall 
not be reduced to the low standard of 
living to the hard, fierce straggle for ex-f 
istence which prevails in many countries. 
Ifi short our policy firmly endeavours to 
preserve for our producers the advantage 
of the home market and strdhgly main
tains that the labor necessary to converti 
our natural resources'into products suit
able for the use and convenience of the 
people should as far as possible be per
formed in Canada and not in foreign 
countries, so that our own working men, 
not those of other countries, may find 
employment in that work. We therefore1

Service so
eion acting upon the report of examiners after competitive examination.

reform in the mode of selecting members of the senate as will make 
that chamber a more useful and representative legislative body.

6. A more careful selection of the sources from which immigration shall be 
sought, a more rigid inspection of immigrants and the abolition of the bonus 
system except under very special circumstances and for the purpoee of obtaining 
particularly desirable classes of settlers.

7. The management and development of the public domain (in which 
be. included great national franchises) for the public benefit and under such 
dirions that a reasonable proportion of the increment of value arising there-

water power 
great national ports 
issues are provincial as well as federal, for 
the problem must take account not only 
of great railway systems and inland navi
gations but of the tramway and cveh of 
the ordinary public highway.

The development of our unrivaled na
tural facilities for transportation and the 
equipment of great national ports on both 

must be vigorously advanced if our 
producers are to compete on fair terms in 
the countries where we find our test mar
kets. The substance of our resolution on 
this great question offered as another art
icle of our political faith is as follows:

“The development and improvement of 
national waterways, the equipment of

A-
5. Such

min-

are towhich will embrace every province 
ada except the fair province of Prince 
Ed war* Island and which will extend 
from tile Atlantic to the Pacific, it is fit- 

v ting that I should give to you some state
ment of the attitude and policy of the 
Conservative party with respect 
great questions. Time compels me to leave 
for future meetings any extended argu
ments in their favor. *The same consider
ation obliges me to postpone tonight 

criticism of the misgovemment

oceans
R. L. Borden, M. P., the Conser

vative Leader.
the briber of the Liberals machine. Strike 
not only at them but expose and send to 
the penitentiary if possible the respect
able gentlemen who supply the funds and 
superintend the work from a safe distance. 
Fight also any influences within your own 
party which favor corrupt methods. Let 
there be no party fund the details of which 
may not be known and the expenditure of 
which cannot be made public. Let your 
elections be conducted according to honor
able decent and clean methods. A cam
paign of education to this end should 
be begun and persisted in. 
above all these 
an unflinching determination to pur
sue by every punishment known to the 
law the respectable conspirators and not 
alone their infamous instruments employ
ed and paid to subvert the will of the 
peopfe by bribery, ballot switching and 
every other fraudulent and corrupt prac
tice. At the opening of the past session 
the government pledged themselves in the 
speech from the throne to introduce a bill 
amending the electoral laws. No such bill 
was introduced. I criticized their inac
tion and moved a resolution which was vot
ed down by the usual government majority. 
The substance of that motion which I 
submit to you as an essential article of 
Conservative policy is as follows:

“More effective provisions to punish 
bribery and fraud at elections, to ensure 
thorough publicity as to expenditures by 
political organizations, to prevent the ac
cumulation of campaign funds for corrupt 
purposes and prohibit contributions there
to by corporations, contractors and pro
moters, to expedite the hearing of elec
tion petitions and to prevent collusive ar
rangements for the withdrawal or com
promise thereof, to provide for a thorough 

•investigation of corrupt practices, and if 
necessary to appoint an independent pro
secuting officer charged with that duty, 
to simplify the procedure therefor and to 
enforce the laws so amended.”

Need tor Reforming 
The Civil Service.

What I have said concerning' appoint
ments to public office leads me to submit 
to you another article which should find 
a place in the Conservative policy, and it 
is this:

“A thorough and complete reformation 
of the laws relating to the civil service so 
that -future appointments shall be made 
by an independent commission acting upon 
the report of examinera after competitive 
examination.”

I need not dwell upon the importance 
of this. Of necessity some appointments 
must be left to the responsibility of the 
executive; appointments to the judicial 
bench and certain other high public offices 
arc of this character and the people have 
it in their power to compel an honorable 
and decent performance of this great pub
lic duty. There are also many minor ap
pointments which could not for the pres
ent lie brought within such a system. But, 
for the rest I prefer a competitive sys
tem of appointment to the present par- 

I tisan system. Three fourths of the time of 
members supporting a government is oc
cupied in dealing with matters of patron
age. Party pressure and party service have 
more weight than character and capacity. 
The public service is cumbered with use
less officials. I am convinced wc will per
form a great public duty^by establishing in 
this country that system which prevails in 
Great Britain, under which a member of

from shall inure to the people.
government railways by an inde-8. The operation and management of our 

pendent commission free from partizan control or interference.
9. The development and improvement of our national waterways, the equip

ment of national ports, the improvement of transportation facilities and conse
quent reduction of freight rates between the place of production and the market

abroad and the establishment of a thorough system of cold

to certain
resource necessary

our
national ports, the improvement of trans
portation facilities and consequent reduc
tion of freight rates between the place of 
production and the market whether at 
home or abroad and the establishment of 
a thorough system of cold storage.”

necessary
Svh^ch has stained the record of. this ad

ministration during the past three years.
whether at home or
storage. . ... ....

10. The reorganization of the present railway commission as a public utin- 
ties commission with wider powers and more extended jurisdiction so as to estate

all corporations owning or operating pub-
Three Essentials of 
Gsod Government. Would Have Powerful 

Public Utilities Commission.lish thorough and effective control over 
lie utilities or invested with franchises of a national character.

11. The establishment after due investigation of a system of national tele- 
under conditions which shall be just to capital already

ButThere are three essential features of 
which all men there should be When the present government in 1903 

introduced the Railway Act providing for 
the establishment of a railway commission 
I at once declared that I would support 
the proposal and would give my test as
sistance toward making the measure as 
perfect as possible. It received the con
sideration of the house of commons for 

weeks and hundreds of amendments 
made before it was finally passed.

good government upon 
should unite and in respect of which they 
should feel themselves absolutely unshack
led by the ties of any political allegiance. 
Honest appropriation and expenditure of 
pubic moneys in the public interestr-the 
appointment of public officials upon con
sideration of capacity and personal char
acter and not of party service alone—elec
tions untainted by the corrupting in
fluences of bribery and fraud. These es
sentials are not to be denied for they have 
a moral significance and they involve the 
future of democracy. We boast of our 
representative institutions but these can
not be enduring if they develop a debased 
public service or bring into existence leg
islatures representing not the will of the 
people but the degradation of electoral 
corruption.

How brazenly the present administra
tion has voted and expended pubhc moneys 
for private and partizan purposes and has 
offered bribes to greedy followers and to 
the basar element of certain communities 
—all these are set forth in the records of 

' parliament during the past three sessions 
are) will be emphasized on due occasion.

The same may be said of the outrageous 
abuse of patronage. A government holds 
the power of patronage for the benefit of 
the public and it is entitled to fill public 
offices solely in the public interest. The 
duties of those officials are for the public 
benefit and are fixed by the laws of the 

their salaries ■ are paid out of the 
To use the power of fill-

graphs and telephones 
invested in those enterprises.

12. The improvement of existing postal facilities especially in newly developed 
portions of the country and the inauguration after proper inquiry as to cost of a
system of free rural mail delivery.

13. A fiscal policy which will promote the production within Canada of all 
useful articles and commodities that can be advantageously produced or manufac-

. tured from or by means of our natural resources having due regard to the inter
ests of the consumer as well as to the just claims of our wage earning population.

and other constitutional means

many 
were
Since than it has been amended at various 
times and its powers and jurisdiction now 
extend to telephone companies and ex
press companies. I see no reason why its stand for:
jurisdiction should not be further extend- “A fiscal policy which will promote the 
ed to telegraph companies and indeed to production within Canada of all useful 
all public utilities. It is true that the articles and commodities that can be ad- 
work of the commission has pressed I vantageously produced or manufactured 
severely upon its present members and j from or by means of our natural resources!

pecially upon its able and indefatigable having due regard to the interests of the 
chairman. We believe that it should be consumer as well as to the just claims qtj 
reorganized, that additional members our wage earning population.” 
should be appointed if necessary and that n* r.ront|„| Trarlp
its powers and jurisdiction should be ex- rrcterentiai i rape
tended. It has outgrown it* name and in Within the Empire.
future should be called the Public Utilities ... __.
Commission of Canada. The Railway Com- The Conservative party nas always kooA 
mission of Canada is at present the most and still stands tor a policy of preferential! 
important judicial body in this country, trade within the empire. The attitude o 
Its work touches more closely the every- the present government has been aim os 
day life of our people than does that of purely negative. There has been a half- 
any other court. It has powers judicial, hearted reaffirmation of desire for bette* 

... . , , f pamines Those semi-judicial and administrative. It should trade relations with the mother coun r*
west. Tne policy of the present admims- based upon a percentage of earnings. lb06ei bab, be reorganizcd in two divisions, based on preferences given and received j 
tration has permitted robbery under form earnings and the consequent percentage : ofie deabng wlth matters of judicial or but the prime minister and the ministei 
of law and that robbery has been of a increase with the growth and development. eemi-jud.icia-1 nature, and the other con- of agriculture have repeatedly assured

far-reaching and serious character of the city. The Conservative .party^ thus j cerrie<j more especially with mattere of British public that the people of Canada* 
than the «-public at present realize. Fu- présenta as another article of ita political j administration. On this point, however, I have no desire for a preference in the mar< 
ture generations will suffer in order that faith: ■ would be very much guided by the advice kute of Great Britain. It is not y such
certain friends of the present administra- “The management and development of i of the chairman of that commission for means nor by such attitude that re n
tion might become millionaires. Let me the public domain (in which are to be in- wW expericoce and ability I have every expect success The recent change of gov-
give but two illustrations of what has eluded great national franchisee) for the rc6peet crament m the British Islands has been
teen accomplished in other countries with public benefit and under such conditions A commission so constituted is at once regarded as the postponement of a 1 p 
less opportunity than those which Canada that a reasonable proportion of the mere- a ^g^rd to the capitalist and to the that this great imperial scheme propound- 
affords. In tha United ^States there are ment of value arising therefrom shall ^opie. it safeguards the people against e<* a freeing and patriotic imperial 
vast tracts of irrigable lands. There are inure to the people.” xfoe oppression or greed of any public cor- statesman can be consummated m the
certain areas of the same character in n . . poration. It protects their lives, their early future. It ,s nevertheless true that
Canada, in the United States a réclama- Notl-PartlZan CommiSSIOfl property and their general interests. For the Bntish government was returned to
tion commission whose works have been For the Intercolonial. thc capitalist it affords a safeguard power not upon that issue but upon aclrried on most economically and success- ^ ^ mterCOIOnlal‘ against hasty or unjust legislation based dozen .ssues which had various effect* m
fully is engaged in thc work of reclaim- Whether or not state ownership and upon impulsive and unreasonable demands, different constituencies throughout the
inc the public lands and disposing of them operation of railways can be made a sue- Let one cardinal principle of thc Conserva- untieh Islands
at cost ^in small holdings, not exceeding cess in Canada remains to be determined, tive party be never forgotten—the eanct- The cause of mutual preferential trade
160 acres and in many cases not exceeding State ownership is repeatedly challenged ity of public contracts must always be re- received a great stimulus not from the
40 acrer to settlers who will carry on an because of incompetent or corrupt admin- spected. Any legislative action which in prime minister of Canada hut by the ef-
tetensT; system of agriculture. This sys-[is,ration and there docs not seem to be effect amounts to eontieration of private 7, tiv^^thc rt
tern reclaiming the lands for the benefit 'much other argument against it. Let us property must be carefully avoided. Can- tenth Atncan repres^ntd^lives at tne re
of the people8 builds up a large agricul- not forget that all private enterprises af- ada requires for the development of its cent Colonial Conference. The Canadian 
tural nopulation and it is upon agriculture ford instances of failure or incapacity. The enormous resources a vast amount of representatives adopted a policy of com-
that the whole basis of our national pros- denial of our capacity to operate success- money which van he time profitably in- Fara,lvo indifference.,Australia, bevv Zea-
perity must be founded. In Canada the fully a great pubhc railway from the At- Vested. It must therefore remain for many land and £outhjX:fi.ea vv]th the exeeption
‘stem recently inaugurated is to grant lantic to the Pacific seems no less than years a borrowing country. To sanction or of the Iransvaal urged upon tne üntisn
huge areas of such 8 lands to favored the denial of our capacity for eelf-govem- enact legislation of a confiscatory character people the infinite importance of cement-
friends of the government under condi- ment. Shall all private enterprises be would he the worst possible service that mg Great Britain and the great dependen-
î én= wh?,h mntfh, n^ re7rict”ons of price condemned because of business failure or any government or parliament could ren- «es of the empire by a system of mutual 
Î 'The^rëttlera Ind affo7^^^opportunity for conupt method*? Are we to renounce our der. A commission such as I have out- trade preferences. Our prime minister ,a
to the settlers and afford opportunny tor con p rnmeot bccaUse of re- lined would constitute a sufficient safe- quite ready to interfere m the domeeba
stock jobbing, excessive profit and an right “fR maladministration, because guard of public rights and interests and at affairs of Great Britain when he considers
enormous tax upon tire farme^ra.» ^ ^ gr‘ft_ becau6e of Saskatchewan the same time would stand as a bulwark that his political interest* call upon him
and 1904 granted a great national Iran- Valley land deals and grazing lease scan- against unjust or hasty legislative action. (Continued on page 5, third column.).

14. The promotion by negotiation, legislation 
of a system of mutual preferential trade within the empire.

15. The restoration of the pubhc lands to the provinces of Alberta and Sas
katchewan upon fair terms.

16. The unimpaired maintenance of all powers of self-government which have 
been conferred upon the provinces of Canada under the constitution. : s

!
members of the senate as will make that 
chamber a more useful and representative 
legislative body.”

It is necessary to add that a constitu
tional change of euch importance could not 
take place without the consent of every 
province of the dominion.

Select Immigrants 
With Greater Care,

Not only in our great western heritage 
but in the eastern provinces as well as 
offer splendid homes to the best class of 
settlers that any country can produce. 
The attention of the world has been di
rected to Canada through the remarkable 
development of the west and through the 
world-wide industrial and commercial ex
pansion of recent years for which the 
Laurier government has not failed to take 
entire credit. The watchword of the pres
ent administration in immigration has 
been quantity rather than quality. The 
splendid opportunities which we afford 
and the homes which we offer entitle ua 
to the very best class of settlers from the 
British Islands, from the United States 
and from chosen and selected races of con
tinental Europe. In future our watchword 
should be quality rather than quantity. 
Let us adopt as another article of our

morecountry; 
people’s money, 
ing such positions as a reward for party 
service and without regard to the char
acter and capacity of the individual se
lected is a gross breach of a solemn pub
lic trust. A private trustee so dishonor
ing his office would be subject to punish
ment by the criminal law, but thc one 
punishment which can be meted out for 
such abuses of a public trust is dismissal 
by the electorate.

He Charges Gross 
Eiectoral Corruption.

The present government came into pow
er upon pledge^ of electoral purity; but 
since 1896 a «cries of electoral crimes have 
been brought to light from time to time 
which are a disgrace to our political his
tory. The probabilities are that not one- 
•■enth part of the iniquity bus been revealed. 
Inquiry into the elections ill West Huron, 
ind Broekville; the St. James division, 
Montreal; West Hastings; St. Antoine 
Mid St. Ann's divisions, Montreal; Sault. 
Ste Marie; Prince Albert; Queens and 
Shelburne, and last but not least, Lon
don, has disclosed a conspiracy :o retain 
power founded upon an unlimited com
mand of money thc source of which can 

enulv be surmised, carried on: bv the most 
umanipulons and audacious methods and 
supported in many cases by a control of

policy:
“A more careful selection of the courues 

from which immigration shall be sought, 
a more rigid inspection of immigrants arid 
the abolition of the bonus system except
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