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pe A HINT FOR ST. JOHN. .

The following despatch, of ~August 1,
from Kingston (Ont.), will be of interest
to the people of St. John, who pay too
m for lights and have to endure a
wretched street car service:

“Phis morning the city took over the
plant of the Light, Heat & Power Com-

pany, and from this date it ‘will be run’

es a municipal utility. It is just three
years since the city began proceedings to

/ ~acquire the pia.ut through arbitration, and

then followed appeals by the company
against the amount of the awand. After
the Privy ‘Council had decided in favor
of the city, the question of assuming the
company’s bonds arose, and in order to
get possession of the plant at once and

[  avoid another year's litigation, the city
. #greed to assume these bonds at a cost
- of about $10,000 in extra interest. The

~arbitration award was $170,373, but the
~gompany receives only $63,340 in cash, 58

' #he balance includes the bonds, overdue

interest and costs. It is understood that

: " the company is $15,000 to the bad by the

whole transaction; it had counted upon
an allowanoe of 80,000 for franchise which
all the courts refused to give. The inten-
tion of the Fire and Light Committee 18
#o spend $100,000 in improving the plants,

gas.and electric.”

A HOPEFUL CITY.
Quoting a prophecy by Sir William Van
Horne that Winnipeg will be the greatest

- eity in Canada, the Free Press of that city

_quotes some interesting etatistics in sup-
port of the claim that within thirtyfive ov

- forty years Winnipeg will be “the .domin-
" ant commercial city of Canada.” Taking
. first the wheat exports from Winnipeg for

ten years, as set forth in the annual re-
port of the Board of Trade, it shows the
followingi— - ., * .

. Bushels.

BOI5; 5 so ve we de me e e ees v eeees:29,000,000

1896.. <o oo oo > e . 14,000,000

4897.. .. ein . .. 22,000,000

1808.. <o o0 23,000,000

m.. ases ovn .30,000,000

¥ Lvin Lon /bn .17,000,000
a90L.. .. 50,000,000

ﬁ 53,937,000

Taking pext the statistics of population,
assesyment,” valuation and bank olearings,
the Free Press quotes:—

Assessment Bank
Population. ~Valuation. Clearings.
. 34,954 $22,001,330 $ 60,540,648
. 22168,990 66,873,681

20,660,430 64,146,438
2,832,020 84,435,842
1,7 90,674,325

28,615,810 188,370,003
36,

1904.. .. oo wo.ea 8
*gix months only. .
This is a remarkable record of growth,

and justifies the confident tone which -al-

ways marks the Winnipeg newspapers
when discussing the future of that city.
“But,” says the Free Press, “this 1s not all.
In addition to the 300,000,000 of acres of
soil unsurpassed for fertility, the cultiva-
tion of which has only commenced, ‘the
territory tributary to Winnipeg has many
other sources for profitable exploitation
by capital and enterprise.”

The ‘cities of the east might well learn a
Jesson from these of the west. Nothing is
loét by an assertion of confidence which
58 well founded. The people of the west
refuse to entertain any other thought than
that of future greatness. And it gives
them a confidence and an enthusiase which
in themselves produce results to the bene-
fit of that portion of Canada in which
they livé and labor. One can scarcely
imagine, for instance, the presence of a
doubter and a pessimist in the city councit
of Winnipeg.

A WARNING REJECTED.

A Massachusetts revivalist, having ob-
served the State of Maine, decided that
the people of that commonwealth were
fast slipping down into the bottomless pit.
He decided to point out their danger
while there was yet time, and he sent to
the Bangor News a communication gar-
mished with some of the most fearful
words of Revelations and some comments

of his own tending to prove that the pop- |

Syation of Maine was especially referrad
to. The News claims to be both religious
and tolerant, but it appears to have been
offended because the preacher selected the
News office as a good place to begin the
work of rescue. The News with doubtful

news. judgment, conceals from its mad"ml
the details of the perils by which they k

| are menaced, and substitutes a milder

| ish do mot understand the full importance

creed of its own for that which it wa,p
asked to promulgate. “He sent along,”
it says, “some lurid and terrifying litera-
ture which he wished to have published
in this paper, claiming that terrible things
were about to happen and that we should
warn the people to be prepared for the
great cataclysm. On the whole, we have
seldom seen a man who was so fluent in
lurid adjectives.”

The News, however, stoutly refuses to
repent under threats.

“If,” says the editor, “we accept the
faith which has been hurled at us still
hot and smelling of brimstone, we fear it
will be rejected so soon as the odor has
fled and we get over ‘our scare. * * *
T'he terrors of judgment will, no doubt,
be all that has been claimed for them,
but shall we be any better off at that time
because we are scared half out of our
wits? Is it in consomance with Christian
character for us to go about all the time
for the purpose of telling people they are
going to be damned? In our opinion
Christians can find more useful things to
do. We “can apprecaiate the wonders of
a steam engine without spending all of our
lives in a boiler factory. It is a true
saying that ‘a word to the wise is sui-
ticient” ‘Too much repetition becomes
tiresome. For the foregoing reasons we
shall not print the sulphurous - appeal
which has been sent to us by the rever-
end and worthy clergyman who is conduct-
ing services in Massachusetts. Meantime,
we wish him every success,”

There are reverent folk in Maine who
will object to this phraseology, and there
are ourious folk,. also, who will wish the
News had printed the communication so
that they might know the worst and use
their own judgment. The "News man’s
dark hints as to the startling nature of,
the evangelist’s warning are calculated to
make a certain percentage of Maine’s pop-
ulation a trifle uneasy.

MUST HAVE IT.

American ' manufacturers are not dis-
posed to alow the “dumping” clause in
the revised Camadian taniff to deprive
them of Canadian trade. They say that
despite the preference on British goods
Canadian imponts from the United States
have largely increased in the past four
years, a.nd;tbetmdeistoogaodfoobe
lost.

Various methods have been suggested by,
which the effect of the “dvmping” clause
may be evaded. The Toronto correspond-
ent of a New York paper mentions two
of them, as follows:

“One is that American manufacturers
dispose of their goods through Canadian
agents, invoicing them for shipment to
Canada at full market values, the under-
standing with the agent being that the
goodsmayfbedbposedofin(}mwdaat
prices which would enable them to com-
pete with or undersell Canadian goods.
This would be equivalent to the American
manufactuter opening a Canadian branch
thouse for the disposal of hiis goods. It has
also been suggested, and, in fact, Cana-
dian firms have been approached along
this line, that goods might be invoiced to
Canadian houses at full American market
values, and a draft be remitted at the
end of each season to reimburse the Can-
adian importer. This would doubtless be
the most feasible plan to get around the
new legislation.” .

Feasible it may be, but what of its
honesty? But that perhaps is mot von-
sidered, where trade expansion is com-
corned. Business is somewhat depressed in
the United States at present, and a mar-
et is needed for the surplus product of
he factories.

WHO WROTE THE LETTER?

In the British House of Commons on
August 1, after Mr. Chamberlain and Mr.
Balfour had spoken on the fiscal question,
«Qir Gilbert Parker said he held in his
hand a letter from a great colonial states-
man, who said that once the British
people grasped the fact that the colonies
were asking mothing but prefernce for
preference, the struggle would soon be
over.”

As Sir Gilbert is a Canadian, a follower
of Mr. Chamberlain, and in touch with
Canadian public men and affairs there will
naturally be considerable speculation as to
the ddentity of the great colonial states-
man from whose letter he quoted. Pre-
sumably a Canadian was the writer. And
how many Canadians come within the de-
scription “great Calonial statesmen’? '

The -quotation is useful, and would be
more useful if the whole letter were made
public and the name of the writer were
one to inspire confidence. Certainly much
would be accomplished if it were entirely
accepted throughout the Empire that no
class id any of the Colonies desired selfish
advantages under any, Imperial fiscal ar-
rangement, and that no class in Greal
Britain would seek such advantages when
the time to discuss details had arrived.
When there is a conference in regard to
the fiscal question, it is easy to beélieve,
general willingness to make sacrifices for
the good of all concerned will be found.
At such a conference definite gtatements
as to what Great Britain would ask and
what she would be prepared to give, it
may be hoped, will serve to disarm the
opposition of those who feel that the Brit-

of the Colonies and would. be disposed to
propose terms bo which Canada or Aus-
tralia might not feel wiling to assent.
In a general way Mr. Ohamberlain does
not overestimate the feeling in this coun-

! ¢ry in favor of closer ties and increased
lreoogni‘t*ion of common interests. Canada

¢hat. Yet, as is said in the letter quoted
by Sir Gilbert Parker, when misunder-
standings and their causes are removed,
much progress will have been made. Many,
subjects will mecessarily come up in con-
nection with that featured by Mr. Cham-
berlain. An Imperial fiscal arrangement
may, involve or lead to a mew and definite
understanding concerning Imperial de-
fence. In time Canada will herself pay her
share—whatever it may be—of the cost of
the navy maintained for the defence of
the Empire. When the time comes she
will doubtless make that contribution in
her own way. Year by, year the group of
countries in the Empire understand one
another better. They do poor service t0
the common cause Who seize upon passing
incidents and misapprehensions and ex-
aggerate them for the transient purposes

of party. p

INVADING ENGLAND.

England is to be invaded—by the Brit-
ish. Mhe annual evolutions this year will
include an attempt by a British naval force
to convoy to the English coast and land
upon it a large body of troops, such as
might be thrown upon the country in time
of war by an enemy. The army of inva-
gion is o be commanded by General
French, who won fame as a cavalry leader
in-South Africa. A defending fleet will
attempt to prevent the landing, and de-
stroy the “enemy’s” ships, or, if the Jand-
ing is successful, will attempt to see that
the force landed receives no reinforcements
or supplies from the sea. The defending
army, and naval officers will have no
jdea in advance as to what point has
been eelected for the landing. News of
the raid will be followed by, the mobiliza-
ion of troops to drive the “foreigners”
from British soil. Thus both branches of
the service will be tested and instrocted at
once. Much  interest will attach: to the
work of the atmy 'whose affairs “have of
late commanded a great deal of atbention.

The “invasion” has already been the
subject of much curious speculation and
comment. One foreign mwriter says of ut:
“In the days of sailing ships an invasion
would have been impossible without ample
notification to the threatened, coast. Now
it is conceivable that under convoy of ewift
battleships and swifter cruisers, a landing
could be made suddenly at some point
from which the attention of the defending
fleet had been for the moment distracted.
Whether such a descent be possible or not
will be one point determined in the com-
ing manoeuvres. If it be possible the
next point to be settled will be whether
an invader can move much beyond his pre-
kiminary base.”

A great European strategist said many
years ago that he “knew several ways of
landing an army in England but none of
getting it @_vv}ay again. To land a foreign
force of effective size would mow e nearly
impossible. To get it away again woulde
be mvholly so. For all that the coming
practice should be both interesting and
instructive. The world will never know
exactly what lessons the British learn dur-
ing it. That would be telling.

FREDERICTON'S TROUBLES.

“The city engineer,” says the Freder-
icton Gleaner, “has evidently foreseen that
there might be an inclination to doubt his
opinion in matters of this kind and he
tells us in his report vhat there is a Prof.
Hersey of Montreal, or some such name
as that, who can tell us for twenty-five
dollars a day and fifteen dollars for every
analysis that’ he makes, just what the
water in the St. John River contains.”
Fredericton moves slowly in guarding itself
against typhoid. It has been known for a
long time that the capital’s water supply is
drawn from the river at a point wher€
contamination from scwage is extremely
likely. It is admitted that water should
be taken from the river at another point
wheré¢ there would be at least no danger
from .local impurities.

But a more serious aspect of the ques-
tion must be dealt with b) the people of
Fredericton. A wellinformed professional
man, in discussing the water supply re-
cently, said a proper investigation might
prove that the river water is unfit for
drinking purpcses because of the towns
farther up, Woodstock for example. This
gentleman said the supply must be re-
garded with suspicion until it was known
how long certain germs retained their
dangerous properties. The cxpenses of a
complete examination of the whole situ-
ation by qualified experts would surely be
slight in comparison with the gravity of
the interests involved. The entire prov-
ince has a direct interest in the quality
of the water used in Fredericton.

THAT RESCUE.

Reference was made  lately in ‘these
columns of the statement of the
Chatham Advance that its editor had on
one occasion saved the life of the editor
of the Chatham World. The allegation
of the Advance was that Commodore
Stewart’s yacht had been capsized and that
aid was extended to him as he was about

to become food for the fishes or to join |
the vast submarine company gone to the |

ample locker of Davy Jones. The Tele-
graph’s ' information regarding the mat-
ters referred to in this North Shore com-
troversy is gleaned from the columns of

the North Shore newspapers, and is as- |

tonishingly comflicting. Commodore Stew-
apt says the Advance man did not save
his life. The Advance man, on the con-
trary, says he did save it, and adds that

has objections to being rggm‘ded merely as
a granary for the Mother Country, for
Canada’s development will mean more than

if the “Commodore” is mow capable of
giving advice to reckless and dgnorant

yachtsmen, it is because he has been upset

- " e
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frequently and rescued so many times
that of mnecessity he knows whereof he
affirms. alhia

An unprejudiced outsider may draw at
least two safe conclusions from the state-
ments made by the rival editors. One is
that if Mr. Smith of the Advance did
rescue Mr. Stewart he has since’ repented.
The other is that if Mr. Stewart wWas
rescued 'by Mr. Smith he regards the cir-
cumstance as a misfortune to be denied
or lived down.

The World, replying to the rescue story,
of the Advance, makes use of some lan-
guage which is exceedingly plain, and some
more which is rather puzzling. Some of
the plain- language is omitted from the
article here reproduced:

«Mr. D. G. Smith’s assertion that he at
one time rescued the editor of the World
from a wabtery grave is untrue. o e« s ¢
He was on board of a steamer when some
gentlemen, including Col. Call and M.
'I'. W. Crocker, assisted Mr. Stewart and
four others from the spars of a sunked
boat, to the deck, but he stood eside and
grinned in his superior mammer. . . « -«
But the doglish eater is bound to keep
that old jackmife.” :

Those who read the aticle in its entirety
can readily understand Mr. Smith’s re-
gret that he saved the “Commodore’” from
a watery, grave. But ‘even if the World
men did not wish to.be saved, is he mow
justified in weferring o his involuntary
and repentant rescuer as a “dogfish eater”?
If his Nonth Shore controversy is con-
tinued much longer it is o be feared the
gentlemen concerned will indulge in per-
sonalities.

DOWN THE ST. JOHN VALLEY:

New Brunswickers will read with con-
siderable interest of the plans filed Thurs-
day with the Minister of Railways by
Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann, of the Cana-
dian - Northern. These great railroad
builders, who have some 2,000 miles of
rails in the West and are stretching their
road toward both the Atlantic and the
Pacific, propose to cut across Maine from
a point in Quebec thus reaching New
Brunswick by the shortest practicable
route. They propose to build from the
St. Lawrence through the shoulder of
Maine which the treaty makers left stick-
ing up into Canadian territory, thus reach-
ing Woodstock by as short a line as the
nature of the country will permit. From
Woodstock the road would go to Frederic-
ton, where it would fork, one branch com-
ing down the St. John valley to this sea-
port, and the other crossing to Moncton
and on through Westmorland county to
the mew proposed seaport, Country Harbor,
in Nova Scotia. From Lake Superior the
Mackenzie & Mann line elready stretches
far toward the Rockies. They are said to
have secured connections between Quebec
and the Great Lakes by the Great North-
ern and the Canada Atlantic. The line
from Quebec to St. John and wountry
Hiarbor would give them the requisite win-
ter seaports.

Such are the plans. Mackenzie & Mann
ape men who have accomplished much
without very much superfluous talk.
will be hoped that the definite selection of
the easbern route, for which a charter was
granted last session, will, be followed by
the actual work of construction within a
reasonable time., No part of the system
would give fairer promise of remunerative
operation than the line down the St. John
river valley. That pant of the country is
the most fertile in the province and could
not fail to afford the large amount of local
trafic which railroad men find so neces-
sary.

As this and other projects take definite
shape St. Johm will think more and more
about the advisability of having its harbor
property wholly under ; its own conftrol.
Thus one maturally recalls again the words
of the transportation commissioners who
warned St. John people of the necessity
of keeping their harbor open to any and
all railroads. Anything like exclusive con-
trol of terminal space, by one line, the
commissioners pointed out, might militate
serously against the interests of the port
when other lines began to seek outlets for
winter export freight, The railroad of
Mackenzie & Mann is not yet here, and
may not come for a long time; yet it can-
not well be very long before this system
or another, or both, may soon be seeking
an dce-free harbor in New Brunswick, and
St. John's position and value as a dis-
tributing and loading «centre place it first
on the list.

The proposal of the Canadian Northern
people to cut across Maine shows that
they do mot amticipate any friction with
the Americans such as might lead to the
suspension or abolition of the bonding
privilege. If all the projected railroads are
constructed the suspension of that privi-
lege by the Americans would be ineffective
and therefore doubly unlikely anyway.

THE BISHOP AND THE SALOON.

A somewhat startling picture is one in

the New York Herald showing the interior
of the S\ulb\my"l‘avenn and a group of men
about a table, the most promineni figure
being Bishop Potter, the head of the
Bpiscopal diocese of New York. The
| bishop made the opening address at this
| “the public dedication” of the mew saloon,
i and the ceremomy was concluded by the
ising-ing of the Doxology. The tavern is
situated at Bleecker and Mulberry streets,
| a most unenviable situation in point of
‘ respectability, but one where any saloon is
i likely to derive a lucrative trade, since the
‘stredts are thronged continually, and a
| gtation of the new subway is situated
there. In onder that the presence of the

ilbisbofp at the opening of this saloon, in‘
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(w‘ﬂ';izahwliqu.om as well as non-intoxicating
beverages are to be sold to men and wom-
en, may be more rapidly understood—if it
can be understood at all in this country—
it is necessary to explain that the tavern
is being established by prominent New
Yorkers who are known as men of wealth
and members of the City Club, an organi-
gation which has been identified with
‘many reforms. .

The experiment is similar to those made
in BEngland by an association in which
Earl Grey, recently mentioned as likely to
aqucceed Lord Minto, has been foremost.
The promoters’ idea is to eliminate the
elementt of private profit in the liquor busi-
ness which they regard as being respon-
gible for the worst effects of the saloons.
They propose bo sell, “as fai as they can
find out, omly pure beers, whiskies and
soda watter.” Women are admitted omly
to a front room, where soda water and
beer are sold. In the tavern itself there
are a regulation bar, reading room, and
Junch room. The patrons are expected to
be poor people. The neighborhood is
a rough one. The ordinary saloon in the
vicinity is about as vile a place as can be
imagined.

The Subway Tavern will be free from
many of the features of the vicious resorts
which surround it, but it is a saloon
neverttheless, and already Bishop Potter
finds himself sharply atitacked not only by
men prominent in his church but by oth-
ers in the front ranks of reform move-
ments. Right or wromg the bishop does
not evade the issue. In opening the saloon
he did mot hesitate to speak plainly. He
said, for instance:—

“The effort to bar the saloon is one of
the most comic and tragic failures of his-
tory. This is in many respects the great-
edt social movement that New York has
ever known. The republic is nmot to be
saved by’ theories or by eledting this man
or ﬁha.t man, but by the recognition of
grealt ideals; ;In this city of New Yotk
we have'a vast multitude of people frained
in vanious ways. I belong to the Century,
the Metropolitan and a half dozen other
clubs, where I may go when the day is
done. But what becomes of my friend
who lives in two rooms with his family of
five children? He is going to the saloon.
In Great Britain they have got hold of
one idea which strikes me as a gift of
genius. Lord Grey’s society has establish-
ed saloons or taverns where men and
women may ather. Alcoholic drinks are
served there, but allso tea and coffee, milk
or chocolate. Now, the manager obtains
a pencentage on all the tea, coffee or milk
that is sold, but none on the brandy or
gin dispensed. There you appeal to the
most potential practical motive.”

This has shocked many people and will
shock a great many more. It will be said
that ithe bishop acknowledges that the
poor man must go to a saloon, and that
this admission is in ibself bound to have
evil consequences. The . Subway Tavern
may keep some men out of worse places.
Some men and women, on the other hand,
who would not enter a groggery, will go
't'? the tavern opened by the bishop, and
drink there. The tavern promoters admit
that, but they say that as it is also ad-
mitbed that New York will continue to
suppout thousands of saloons for aft least
many years to come it is better that some
of these places, even in the squalid dis-

there will be a lively comtroversy over
the ‘tavern and the bishop’s open approval
of the experiment; and the experiment
will be watched with interest. Its value
or its harm will be secn more clearly a
year hence, if it he still in existence.
(Meantime the bishop has unquestionably
given it a great advertisement.

A DIFFERENCE.

The seizure of the asphalt lakes, owned
by the New York and Bermudez Asphalt
Company, by President Castro, of Vene-
zuela, on the ground that the company
supported a recent revolution, has roused
angry feelings in the United States.
Venezuela, therefore, is mot as popular as
when the American government inberfer-
red in a little difficulty between that
country and England. A Boston paper for
lexample says: / )

“But Castro meed not flatter himself
that the incident is closed. The Amenicans
inberested dn the asphalt enterprise have
appealéd to Washington, of course. In-
deed, Minister Bowen was some time ago
instructed to investigate all ‘the wsteps
taken by Venezuela in the matter. His
meport, which will now be more or less
affected by he seizure, will determine the
course of the United States government.
If Castro is wise he will mot insist on
filling his exchequer with money forced
by arms from the corporation. He owes
the United States and its mimister, Mr.
Bowen, altogether too much.” i

The shoe is mow on the other foot.

DIVIDING IT UP.

An American jingo, born under the Stars
and Stripes, is sometimes an offensive per-
son, frequently ignorant and more fre-
quently amusing. ‘A renegade Canadian

who divides up our territory for the edi-

! fcation of the Americans whose weakness

he apes taxes the vocabulary. It is best,
perhaps, to regard Francis Wayland Glen,

| an old associate of “Ned” Farrer and Eras-

tus ‘Wiman, as always willing to make
himself> an object of scorn and ridicule
provided he can get his name into large
print. This man Glen, in a letter to the
New York Herald, purponting to deal with
the Hay-Bond treaty, dismembers the
British Empire in an astonishing fashion.

tricts, shall be decent. It is plain that |

J.N.HARVEY,

Men’s and Boys’ Clothier,
199 and 201 Union Street,
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There is something in his mental make-up
and his literary style which recallls the late
 George Francis Train, Glen’s style is
scarcely so disconnected as Train’s was,
but Train used to say he was crazy and
some people refused to believe him. That
could never happen to Glen.

‘He writes: “With Alaska, Panama,
N@wfoumd'hmd and Puerto Rico under our
flag, and Cuba, Santo Domingo and Hayti
our wands, where will the intervening ter-
ritory find a final and webiding resting
place if not under the folds of the flag of
this Republic? +

“The failure of Mr. Chamberlain’s grand-
iloquent imperial federation echeme is as-
sured ‘beyond all peradventure. The at-
tempts to rob us of Alaska or to prevent
the construction of an inberoceanic canal
have failed. Therefore, if Mr. Chamber-
lain is a prophet, the British Empire will
dissolve into its component pants. Our
share will be British North America. Ven-
ezueia will get British Guiana, the Boers
all of South Africa, and the Australians
the- British Orient.”

At last accounts Glen was still at large.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
They should have taken Mr. Ross over
' the street railway lines during the rush
hours and allowed him to know the worst.

* * »
Saul killed his thousands and David his
tens of whousands, but the Che Foo liar
slays an army every day with the weapon
of Samson.

L e
Speaking of Japanese words, says an ex-
change, it should not be forgotten the
final “u” is silent, which would make Gen.
Oku’s name proncunced as if It weee

written 0. K. He was, at last accounts.
= * * »

The reorganized Lake Superior Company
at Sault Ste Marie is secking a contract
for steel rails for the Temiskaming rail-
way, and if it succeeds will re-open the
plant at the Sault.

- - -

There are indications that General
Kuropatkin intends to go into winter
quarters at Harbin. But winter and IHar-
bin are distant, and the road to Harbin
lies through Kuroki’s army of the Yalu. '

- - -

Russia has recently exiled four profes-
sors and some other prominent persons
from Finland. That unhappy nation con-
tinues to sow the wind for the peaping

of the whirlwind.
Tl »

Sundry editors in Montreal and Toronto
are engaged in accusing one another of
disloyalty and of promoting racial and re-
ligious prejudices. The original question,
ag usual, is lost to view in the¢ smoke of
battle.

- - -

The New York Commercial is led by
current political discussion to remark:
“Prade and industry is languishing in
Greaf Britain much the same as it is in
the United States. The odd thing is that
while protective taniff duties are advo-
cated as a cure for the trouble in the
United Kingdom, a lowering
duties for a similar trouble is advocated in
the United States.”

» .. 8

Concerning a somewhat unique so-called
religious convention in Maine the Boston
Journal makes these observabions: “Don’t
all make a rush for the great outdoor
convention of the “Holy Ghost and Us”
Society down at Shiloh (Me.). Only those
wishing to become ‘‘saints” will be per-
mitted on the sacred precincts of the
man who has been found guilty of caus-
ing the death of a little child by mneglect.”

. * =

The Ottawa HBlectric Company has <n-
larged Britannia Park, a suburban resort,
by the purchase of thirty acres of land
containing a beautiful grove of hardwood.
A road will be opened through it and elec-
tric lights dnstalled. The company also
has under consideration for mext season
the moving of the old auditorium from
Victoria park to Britannia to furnish shel-
ter and seating accommodation for the

of tariff |

public in connection with the free or such

other entertainments as may be provided.

These statements should be of some in-

terest to the St. John Railway Company.
- - -

A good story is told of the density of

the fog in St. John. Last week an express
train was backing into a siding, at the
same time as another train was moving in
an opposite direction. A collision would
have occurred, had it not been that the
fog formed an air cushion between the two
meeting trains and caused them to come
to a standstill—Yarmouth Herald.
. But think of the density of the mental
fog in Yarmouth which leads ithe Herald
man to describe the foregoing as a good
story.

* »* *

The Hon. Mr. Tarte’s organ, the ‘Pat-
rie, commenting on the approaching close
of the session of parliament, declares that
although the government will not openly
announce an appeal to the people for Oc-
tober or November next, the fact remains
that it will take place. And Mr. Tarte
adds: “It is yet too soon to speak of
the result of the elections with assurance,
but one thing is sure, the fight will be

more ardent than in 1900.”
- - ®

Winnipeg has bad a ‘“flag incident.”
Half a dozen American youths who en-
joyed with others the courtesy of viewing
the city from the tower of city hall found
floating ithere the Canadian and American
flags. They took in the Canadian flag and
threw it down, leaving the stars and
stripes floating alone. A group of citizens
gaw what had been done, went up anto
the tower, neplaced the Canadian flag and
ondered the offenders out of the buildmg.
If Canadians did the like in an American
city they would be mobbed. But toe Win-
mipeg people acted wisely, in - merely,

treating their insulters with contempt.
L i

A bulletin issued by the Department of
Commerce and Labor at Washington, says
that the cost of living in the United
States is increasing. 1t says that the im-
portant articles of food are 10 to 25 per
cent. hizhér than they were in 1894, 1895

and 1896, which was a period of low prices. ;

The average cost of food per family last
year was nearly $50 more .uan in 1896,
being $342.75. Lhis was a gain of $16 over
the average cost of 1891 and a falling off
of $2 from the average of 1902. Anouner
table contained in the report indicates
tghut wages of workingmen were consider-
ably higher in 1903 than in the preceding
years covered by the investigation; also,
that there is a general tendency among
employers to cut’ down the number of
working hours per day. °

Once on a Time There Was-— a
Thing,

Oh, ye who hold a selfish wrong
May best be met by kindred ill,
‘Who would the enmities proloug
The Christ was crucified to kill—
Give stones to those who ask for bread
And multiply the rich man's store,
See that the blind by blind are led
While sleuths and bloodhounds guard thy
door, :
But—still remember far on high
The Star of Freedom shines, to lead,
Nor stopped by pedagogic lie
Freely it meets the human need.

Not backward then O, Britons look,
Thy star so far has led thee right,
No Philistine shall close thy book
Whose pages glean so clear and bright
With truth’s experience has proved
And tested, for a people good
'Gainst every temptest stand unmoved,
Stand where the Nations’ leader should.
To thine own loyal self be true
And make thy land still greater yet;
How much thy Smiths and Cobdens knew,
God grant_that ye may not forget.

Through all the wilderne3s of years
Thy way was marked with every chance,
Wisdom has led thee past the snares
And pitfalls, hindering_thy advance,
Not man, but God has planned this so
And God for man sees through the night
Strange dreams distort and fancies blow
But God proclaims the Right is Right
,Let dreamers paint with brightest hue
And subtlest speech endorse a fad
Stand firm on principle, and view
The foolish of the earth go mad.

Once on a time—an evil thing,
Into bright Eden’s garden stole,
Alas contentment found the sting
That poisoned every human soul;
And in the parliament where men
Are rulers in the world’s domain,
The poison active now as then
Flows through the voice of Chamberlain;
A wondrous man whose latent force
Might wreck an empire—hold & world—
Is guiding now an evil course
And soon shall from his throne be hurled.

August 1, 1904, EDWARD SEARS,
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