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protection of a national government, whose sound «constitution, and the ad-
ministration of whose wholesome laws, secure to us the glorious blessings of &
civil and religious liberty, which, if not superior to, are fully equal to those
enjoyed by any people on the earth. Proportionate to our liberties and op-
rtunities to do good, are our responsibiliti
, which,
dividual or associated capacity.

By the closing of qur ecclesiastical year, I am reminded of my official duties
in preparing and presenting to you another Annual Report of the doings and
prosperity of our beloved denomination,

Although we may justly feel humiliated under a conseiousness of our great,
lack of consecration to God, and the feebleness of our efforts to advance the
interests of the cause of Christ; yet to His praise be it said, a5 in former years,
we have been made the instrumentality of doing some good. Each year some
precious souls, who have been converted by our labours, have passed away to
be with Christ, which is far better; and others have become heaven-bound
pilgrims. During the last year, a ber of our Churches have been blessed
with gracious seasons of refreshing from the gresence of the Lord; and to
quite an encouraging extent, we can say pur efforts have been crowned with
success. True, not 8o much as in some former years; but enough to cause us
to ‘“thank God, and take courage.” There are some things amongst us yet,
over which we feel to mourn and lament ; but I am happy to be uble to say,
that one very grievous burden; to which we have had frequently. to allude,
has become very much lessened, and we hope will, ere 'we separate, be’ so
annihilated that we shall feel it no more, I rfer to our denominational debt.

i t rovidence and Bpir.it of -our God, wé.shall

During the:year, the merey of ‘God has been towards us in preserving the
lives of all our ministers; wid while death ‘has entered many of our house-
holds, it has not/been permitted to remove from the walls of ‘our Zion any of
her watchmen; s ' i -

Were it'in my power; I would be pleased to present to yoir as.full a'report
to-day a8 ‘you have had on’former: oconsions ; but for ‘the want of necegsary-
information; T find mysélf sadly at s loss, i ) g

Of our Firat Dlstrl'ﬁt, Which embraces our most riortherly Churches, T know
but comparatively Tittle, Last year,' our interest and influence there wefe re-
ported a8 steddily increasiig, "which ‘1 hope is ‘still the ‘case. s’ Annual

was held with the Ohuréh on the Tobique river, last Augtst.’ ;ﬂﬂer

lin has'spent & part of the year with 4 g«mldn of these Churches. * Rider

Orser has' alsq libouréd with' two or three hurches in- this ‘district. Elder
Curry, who lives !n'thlé’diatﬂct;;hng also laboured some withil its limits,

The Second District, embraces the Churclies, on both sides’ of the St. John
]river, from tﬁe lagx end of the e'ril&dx}?r%’t; ufch to Woogstook It s:ld jts
st Annual Meeting in October, - 1,the Chure! ¥
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