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our arms until that purpose has been

“We ure fighting for a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down

70 THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can
send to the front meang one atep nearer peace.

fully achieved."*~H. M. The King.
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WAR COMMENT.

The Allied forces have again made
tmportant gains on the western front
and although the “spring drive” is not
expected to start before next month.
the British and French troops have
been giving a very good imitation of 2
drive on a smaller scale during the
past few days, Following close upon
the occupation of Bapaume comes the
news that the British have entered
Feronne and have driven the Germans
back in some points to a depth of ten
iuiles on a front of forty<dive miles.
This movement attracts comparatively
little attention in the cables although
such & success a few months ago
would have been told of at much
greater length. Evidently the daily
advance of the Allied forces at some
point in the western line is now re-
garded as a mere matter of routine.

Bapaume, which the British entered
on Friday and Saturday, is one of the
wost important railway points on the
western line. Its capture means cut-
ting off an important supply avenue
for the enemy and certainly indicates
greater successes in the near future.

‘While this has been going on in the
west our Russian allies operating
against the Turks have not been idle.
Just as a measure of celebration over
the triumph of the “win the war” party
in the recent revolution, the Russian
troops yesterday captured the city of
VYan. Van, which is a city of 25,000
population, is situated in the villayet of
same name in Turkish Armenia. Before
the war it was the centre of an im-
portant cloth trade. It is on Lake
Van where the American Missionary
Society had operated an important
station. It was also much in the news
at the time of the Armenian atrocities,
being a centre for American relief
work.

Altogether the war operations of the
past few days on all fronts have
tuken a turn decidedly favorable to

the Allied eause.
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THE WAR BONDS.

In the way of investment there can
be nothing better than the 5 per cent.
20-year war bonds the Canadian Gov-
ernment is offering to the public at
They are literally as good as gold.
Nay, they may well be accounted bet-
ter than gold, for not only are they
redeemable and their interest cou-
pons payable in that precious metal,
but when they mature the Govern-
ment will pay back for every $100
unit of them $4 more than it now re-
ceives. The return on the money in-
vested in them is about 5.4 per cent:
per annum. After the war settlement,
and when the new belligerent nations
have begun to reap the fruits of peace
once more, there is no country in the
world that has more reason to expect
a fair run of prosperity than Canada.
It can be safely said that the security
behind the bonds, splendid though it
now is, will be a steadily-growing one
for many years to come. Tremendous
as will be the burden of war debt the
nations must carry far into the fu-
ture, the day of easy money may come
sooner than some of our keenest
financial men expect. It is hardly less
than a certainty that these bonds are
cheaper now than they will be before
they are a dozen years old. Once
money becomes plentiful and interest
rates fall considerably, the bonds will
go to a price that will greatly reduce
the return on the money the future
duyer pays for them, The Canadian
who can get some of them at the issue
price of 96 ought to do so. If he does
not he may yet be buying them on
the stock emchange at 110 or higher.

Beskdes their intrinsic value and in-
vestment value, the bonds have a sen-
timental value, says the Toronto Mail
end Bmpire. It must be the desire
of every loyal Canadian to have some
souvenir of the war that he or his
children after him can take a little
pride in in the days of peace. What
could be more satisfying in this way
than a war bond? Children yet un-
born will have come to manhoood and
to womanhood before these bonds
have matured. The interest receipts
from the bonds will be part of the in-
come upon which many families will
be maiotained. In the eyes of young
Canadians whose lives did not begin
wntil the terrible war was overpast
there will be something peculiarly
worthy in the piece of scrip certifying
to the fact that their father or other

96.

near relative had loaned the Govern-|.

ment some of the money by which it
Oanada’s part in the war.
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country to he the owner and the
holder of one of these war bonds.
A —————————

HUNS STILL DEFIANT.

Cable advices of last night brought
the news that the German U-boats had
sent three more American vessels to
the bottom, in each case attacking
them without warning. Whether the
crews of the vessels in question were
saved is not yet known, but in the
case of one vessel, The City of
Memphis, sunk off the Irish coast,
there appears to be some doubt.

The escape of the crews, however,
does not lessen Germany’s culpability,
as frequently the crews of vessels sunk
at night have heen able to reach shore
in their boats or have kept afloat until
rescued. The fact that the Hum U-
boats have not hesitated to attack
these vessels without giving warning
of their intention shows very plainly
that Berlin takes little stock in Am-
erican threats and is prepared to con-
tinue her unrestricted submarine war
fare irrespective of what the United
£tates may or may not do.

Continuance of such events as the
sinking of the Algonquin, chronicled a
few days ago, and of the City of
Memphis, recorded this morning, is
certain to lead to open war between
the United States and Germany. The
United States has not objected to
Llockade of certain sea zomes. For
many months Great Britain has main-
tained an effective blockade of certain
zones and coasts, but the British sea-
bleckade is of the same nature as a
land-blockade and does not counten.
ance murder or piracy. Vessels inter.
cepted by the British blockading craft,
if they are found to be carrying contra-
band cargo are searched and arrested,
but not sunk, then they may be seized
as prizes and taken to a British port.
The very nature of the craft with
which Germany {is carrying on her
blockade work, however, prevents the
the towing of prizes to German ports,
for submarines cannot do work of that
sort, to say nothing of the difficulty
they would experience in evading Brit-
ish cruisers. Hence the policy of sink-
ing.

It has not yet been made definitely
clear whether a submarine, having
stopped and searched an American
vessel, even though armed, may then
destroy the ship after jettisoning the
cargo, without bringing on war with
the United States. President Wilson's
views on this point, and on the arm-
ing of American ships, have been thus
summarized:

“l—Arming a merchant ship for de-
fence is a right under International
Law and is not a belligerent or un-
friendly act.

“2-——The placing of gun crews from
the United States navy on board
American merchant vessels to operate
the defensive batteries is not a bel-
ligerent act, and is justified by the
| circumstances.

“3—American merchant vessels car
rying arms for defensive purposes
furnished by the United States gov-
ernment, and having gun crews from
the United States navy, still preserve
the character of merchant vessels and
:xrle not auxiliary cruisers or war ves-
sels.

“4—S8uch American merchant vessels
may carry usual cargoes which are
subject, if contraband, to confiscation
or destruction, provided the ordinary
requirements of visit and search are
complied with by belligerent warships.

“5—If belligerent submarines or
other warships encounter armed
American merchant ships, these war-
ships are privileged to exercise the
right of visit and search with attend-
ant penalties.”

The last two paragraphs of the fore-
going indicate that the submarine may
halt and search an American vessel
carrying contraband and sink her but
must provide for the safety of her
passengers and crew. Germany har.
bors no such humane design. Her
submarine policy as enunciated from
February 1st takes no account of
human life.

The Algonquin case served to im-
press this fact upon the President.
The City of Memphis should emphasize
it. Germany is still deflant and cares
not whether the United States de-
clares war or continues in the role of
a neutral. For the Hunm, in his pres-
ent condition, one or two more na-
tions arrayed against him will not
matter in the least except that it may
give him an opportunity to cry quit on
the ground that he cannot continue to

“stand alone against a world in
arms.”

B — e —
A SOBER BRITAIN.

That drunkenness is very rapidly
declining in Great Bri s the con-
tention made by the Lonfon Times
which proves its case by guoting
police returns of convictions .

It is diffioult to arrive at the causes
for the great reduction in drinking
to excess which the Times shows,
First, it would naturally be thought
that the with 1 of large bers
of men for the army would take from
the stréets of the large towns and
d the t of
drinking. Balanced against this, how-
ever, is the influx of munition workers
in the industrial centres. These men
aresearning more money now than
ever before and drinking might be
expected to show an inorease from
that cause. In several of the towns
reviewed, where munition workers
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clined although not to so large an
extent as among men. Between 1914
and 15 the convictions of females
showed a decline, but the real reduc-
tion came in 1916, when there was a
falling off of nearly 14,000 cases.

It was in August, 1915, that the re-
strictions enforced by the British
Liquor Control Board were generally
applied and the great falling off in
convictions dates largely from that
time. A considerable improvement
was noticeable in the latter part of
1915, but last year, the first full year
of the control, the decrease was so
marked as to be without precedent in
British history.

The likelihood is that never again
will the consumption of intoxicating
liquors in Britain reach the figures of
before the war days. The war has
had a steadying sobering effect upon
all the nations engaged in it, and in
this respect has been a more potent
agency for temperance than all the
prohibitory legislation ever placed on
any statute book.

BENKEI AND
THE BOAGTER

A Kaiser Story from Old
Japan=The “Grand Push"”
in the Springtime.

The following is another of the
characteristic letters of a Japanese
officer whose former communications
to the London Daily Express have
aroused so much interest. As explain-
ed on previous occasions, the letters
are printed exactly as they are re-
ceived, without editorial amendment
or correction.

By a Japanese Officer

Tokio, March 12—Winter season is
in progress, and in Japan all thoughts
are upon brave Allies in the trenches
to make war upon the German. Ger-
many has had poor time, and Allies
have been most calculating to make
him most uncomfortable. In old times
wars, winter time was time for rest
on both sides of the fighters, hut mod-
ern wars mosy unlike the old-time
wars. All to do to the present is to
make trench raid wpon the Hun, so
that he is situated in the most rest-
less conditions.

When Hun receive the trench raid
in the night time and he is cold and
sleepish, he has exceeding little stom-
achs left upon more fighting. He is
to become unhappy, and is full of
nerves. Allies must continue to make
the nibble upon German lines, to take
smallish trench here and make fiy-
ing bombs raig all the time till spring
Is to arrive. Then when spring-time
makes honorable appearance, Grand
Push can take place.

Warrior Monk 4

Kaiser is more than usual greedy to
the present. First Kaiser has the
design upon Belgium, then upon Rus-
sia and Serbia, and now he wants
Roumania. Soon Kaiser will want the
whole world. But he will not get such
wish.

Long many years ago, in Old Japan,
Hved famous warrior monk ealled
Saito Musashi Bo Benkel. whom I have
told story of already. One day, when
Benkel was young man, he has had
most brilliantest idea: to 1 one

er is to receive my most
nkei

strong suit of armour. “1 wish,” say
he, “the sult to be made in best ma-
terials, and it is to be all in black col-

rior In his Black armour and with the
famous weapons of swordsmith Mun-
echfka. He was most pleased upon
himself,

A Miscalculation

When the armour and swords were
finished, Benkel would make stand on
bridge called Gojo to rob the Samurai
of their swords. None who seed him
stood on bridge had enough courage-
ous livers to make fight with him,
He had collected many hundred pairs
of sword. One most boastful man,
who was fencing master to the young
Samurat of Kyoto, have heard upon
Benkei’'s bridge exploitations. He
gather all pupll around him and tell
them, “I will go to make this war
riors priest fight with me, but I will
not loose my sword; I will make him
give me his in the stead.” Then he
call for his armour. He put on most
fine suit with red silk cords en it,
and gold inlay helmet. With his black
mask and fiercest moustache he look-
ed most formidablest warrior. “Good-
bye,” he say to the admiring pupils,
“I will soon make return with -the
swords of this Tengu Bozu (demon
priest.)”

He was mosy boastful man—Ilike
Kaiser, and made long speeches upon
his pupils to tell them how most
brave man he was: like Kaiser does
to his population, Longtimes did the
pupils wait for boastful fencing mas-
ter to make the triumphs return with
the swords of Benkei, but nobody has

when the night 18'to turn into dawn,
some one make shout to open the
doors. It was the most boastful fence
master., All pupll make bow before
him and assume the respectful posi-
tions, When they look up this sight
is to be seen. Fence master stand
before them all naked, except for loins
cloth. “What has happen?”’ ask pu-
pils. “Ig is most megrettable inci-
dents,” say the boastful man. “The
Tengu Bozu has not left me anything.”
Benkei had takem everythings from
the boaster. Swords and all. Boaster
is most similar case to Kaiser. Only
is the difference thag Allies do not
make robberies upon the innocent peo-
ples like Benkel.

have proved of re-

markable value.

in the Great War

They' arc iequally valuable

in ez’he home, They yield

'‘warmth and Sustenance 1n
a moment.
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He went to the
smithy of famous swordsmith Mun-
echika, and sald to him, “Please to
n‘t_ﬁe for me a pair of sword, most
gest of all you have

l:rut.h.k and make reply, “Hai, your
h »
Female drunkenness has also de- B';mbh "!‘““k _:'t:’:guons. and he bow

y.
Then Benkel makes call upon best
armour smith in neighborhood, one
man called Saburebei, and order most

or.” Benkel thought to himself that
he would look the most ferocious war-

come to the femcing hall, At length,

Tank invention was most brilliant

EVEN CGROSS, SICK
GHILDREN LOVE
SIAUP OF FIGS

1f feverish, bilious, constipat-
ed, give fruit laxative
at once.

[

Don't scold your fretful, peevish
child, Bee if tongué is coated; this is
& sure sign its little atomach, lver
and bowels are clogged with sour
waste.

When Hstless, pale, feverish, full of
cold, breath bad, throat sore, doesn't
eat, sleep or wot naturally, has stom-
ach-ache, indigestion, diarrhoea, give
& teaspoonful of “California Syrup of
Fige,” and in a few hours all the foul
waste, the sour bile and fermenting
food passes out of the bowels and you
bave a well and playful child again,
Children love this harmless “fruit
laxative,” and mothers can rest easy
after giving it, because it never fails
to make thelr little “insides” clean
and sweet,

Keep it handy, Mother! A little giv.
en today saves a sick child tomorvow,
but get the genuine. Ask your drug-
gist for a b50-cent bottle of “California
8yrup of Figs,” which has directions
for babies, children of all ages and'
for grown-ups plainly on the bottle.
Remember there are counterfeits sold
here, so surely look and*gee that yours
is made by the “California Fig Syrup
Company.” Hand back with contempt
any other fig syrup,

ideas for the Great Britain Army to
punish German armies in France. Ger-
man brain is mot stupid, but was not
‘enough sharp to think of tank before
English brain. When Hun has made
war invention, he say to all nations,
“Look how most clever people we are
to make such wonderful inventions;”
and he tells to all neutrals country
how he is to make honorable Allies
defeated with new invention. Allies
most unlike German. When Ally na
tion have made more surprising me-
chanical invention than Hun they keep
the shut tongue. Nothings is said
upon the surprise until it is used
sgainst Hun . with most discomfort-
able effect upon him. That is pro-
per way to make war. Old Japan pro-
verb say, “Shut tongue, most proper
soldier.” Little Japanese boys play-
ing games never talk to watchers.
That is their child’s training. Hun
is too proud to recelve lesson from
smallish Japanese boy, so penalties
are to him for payment.
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Flat Lenses

give a limited field of

Spring
-
Importations
1917 1917
DIRECT FROM LONDON

English  Worsted Suitings

Beést Indigo Blue Serges

Also Mixed Greys for Spring

Overcoats. We invite inspection.
'Phone 1016

Edgecombe & Chaisson
Taillors, King St.

eyesight, while Toric
lenses, in which we spe-
cialize, give a range of
vision limited only by
the eyes themselves. Let
us replace your flat lenses
with Toric lenses.

L. L. Sharpe & Son

You Can Do Your Bit
in the trenches, in the home,
in the office, in the factory,
in the store, when the body
is nourished with foods
that build healthy muscle
without overtaxing the di-
gestive organs. Shredded
Wheat Biscuit contains the
greatest amount of body-
building nutriment at lowest
cost. It strengthens the
muscles of the stomach and
intestines by making them
do their normal work in a
natural way. A better-
balanced ration than meat
or eggs, more easily digested
and costs much less, Ready-
cooked and ready -to-eat.
For breakfast with mﬂ:‘g
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cream, or for mesgl

The Man
Who Looks
Ahead—

who builds “‘for the
future, always gives
a  full dollar's
worth: for ' every
dollar, knowing a
satisfied patron bo-

comes a permanent

There's full mon-
ey's !
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FOOTWEAR

Made Here -- Weas it
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JEWELERS & OPTICIANS,
21 Kizg Street, St. John, N, B
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o by

St g
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PRICE, $600 = Aﬂm& srand i"
Biol's Carpt Sweepers - $27510 $8.75

The judicious use of good Jawelry is
an indication of prosperity and the

better the quality,—~the more dignified
the design,—the greater prestige does
it carry.

JEWELRY
of just this character predominates
throughout our entire display, which
embraces both the latest novelties
and conventional patterns.

41 KING STREET.

FERGU ;0N & PAGE

Diamond Importers . and Jewelers.

Canada Brushes Win

Most Modern Equipment, Skilled Workmanship ' and
and Best selem.f Materials enable us to mduu
Superior Grade Brushes, which, we
will meet your entire satisfaction,

Our Solid Backed Household and Dandy Brushes
are daily winning preference, and we would especially
draw attention to our
STRAIGHT COMPRESSED VARNISH BRUSH

so made that it absolutely will not flare,
CANADA BRUSH CO.

ST. JOHN

No. 90 Germain St

P. O, Box 702

Carriage Hardware, Horse Shoes,
Bar Iron, Tire Steel

Blacksmith and Wheelwright
Supplies

Phone Main 818 $T: JOHN, N, B,

Water and Sewerage Installations

Wharf Building ‘Conarete Constryction
S1aterst, Street Paving fhooss

1867 Qur 1917

Something Tempting

Jubilee Year

We have begun our 60th year with
every prospect of it being the best yet.

for Tea

ROBINSON'S
Southern Fruit Cake,
« Cocoa Cake,
Raisin Cake,
‘Gold Cake, .
Silver Cake—
Delicious and Distino-
tive

Ask Your Grocer

i “Double the wear in every
The famous ‘*‘Straight Line” and
“Hipress” Rubber Boots and N

Try this line and note m-.m%
Ko ESTEY & CO,
u {rd

Rubber Foolwear ‘

Students can enter at any time.
Send for Rate Card,

i |
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No. 1 6 inches wide .« «o 3600
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