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Father of Bill Before House for
Abolition of Death Penalty
Says He Knows of at Least
One Man Executed Unjustly.

ALLS OF DEAD WHEN RUSSIAN
GRS D COMPLETEDTHER WO

Dead Number Over 40,000 — Advanced

in Dense Formation to Attack Russian Po- Kaiser Direoting New Offensive Movement in East Prussia,
Where Retirement of Russians from Mazurian Lakes,
Region is Reported—Germans Claim Important Gains

~—Have Army of 200,000 Men.

sitions and were Mowed Down by Machine

Guns.

Paris, Feb, 12.—An official statement given out at the War Office
today announced the complete failure of the German offensive in Poland.
The statement follows:

“The failure of recent attacks by the Germans in Poland appears to
be complete. The losses of the Germans are unprecedented. It is re-
ported that they exceed 40,000 dead.

' «Cold and the frequent use of dense formations are among the
causes given for the losses of the Germans. An eye-witness of the bat.
tle declares that machine guns mowed down the ranks of the enemy like
a stesl blade. :

“When the combat ended the Russians saw hills of dead before
them. At night, under the glare of searchlights, the undulating mass of
wounded made efforts to extricate themselves. Then, towards 2 o'clock
in the morning, they moved no more.”

FIGHTING AT FIVE POINTS.

Petrograd, Feb. 12.—The following communication from the Russian
general staff was made public tonight:

“On ‘the front, between the Niemen and the Lower Vistula, separ-
ate actions have taken place at five points——west of Marggrabowa; near
Lyck; midway between Ostrolenko ‘and Myszyniec; west of Myszyniec,
and in the region of Sierpec.

“On the left bank of the Vistula nothing has occurred, except a
cannonade, in which our artillery has maintained a very effective fire,

“1n the Carpathians we have repulsed attacks by the enemy in the
region of Svidnik, near Yyszkow and Porogul, In the vicinity of Rostoka,
near thé Bukowina fréntier.

“At daybreak Feb. 11 the Germans once more suffered enormous
losses near Hill 992, in the neighborhood of Koziouwka, where they made
two attacks without success.

“In the region of Lutovisk and Ravadok our troops captured a por-
tion of the enemy's trenches, taking 500 prisoners and three machine
guns.”
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Ottawa, Feb. 12.—"Pros"” and “cons®
in rexard to the advisability of capital
punishment were again discussed by
the House this afternoon. The ques-
tion was up last session, when it pro-
voked a rather lengthy debate, with
expressions of opinions from promin-
ent members of the government and
opposition. Today’s consideration of
the question was rather more brief,
but in adjourning the debate, Sir Rob-
ert Borden promised that it vould re-
celve more extended discussion at a
later date. The matter was brought
up, as it has in the past, by Mr. Rob-
ert Bickerdike, of St. Lawranze divi-
sion, Montreal, who moved the second
reading of his bill for the abolition of
the death penalty, During his address
Mr. Bickerdike made the statement
that he knew of at least one innocent
man kanged. in 1914-—the “hanging
vear,” as he termed it—and instanced
a case in New Westminster, B. C,
where two men hanged for the murder
of a policeman, whereas it was proven
that only one shot had been fired to
kill him.
In moving second reading of his
bill, Mr. Bickerdike stated that in
1914 three men had been hanged whom
the public believed innocent and one
of whom Mr. Bickerdike was prepared
to prove was innocent. All who took
part in such executions were blood
guilty, from the judge to the hangman,
both the crown prosecutor and his run-
ping mate, the crown executioneer,
Mr. Bickerdike traced the history of
~ A NAAAAAANAAANSARAANI s sineereeeaew | capital. punishment, and gave statis-
tics to show that in these countries,
and particularly those states in union
where it had been abolished murders

Sir Roger Casement r
uo 9 had creased. If hangings were a de-
Charges British. Gov't With TR o o
Conspiracy to Kill Him

London, Feb, 13—All eyes now are
turned upon Bast Prussia, where the
German army, under the observation,
it not the command, of Emperor Wil-
liam, has taken the offensive, and
compelled the Russians to evacuate
their positions east of the Mazurian
Lakes, and retire to their own terri-
tory.

The Russians refer to this as a stra-
tegical retirement, but the Germans
officia) communication intimates that
the appearance in this district of a
strong new German force was a sur-
prise to the Russiays, and that the
Germans captured 26,000 prisoners,
twenty cannon and thirty machine
guns, in addition to a lot of war ma-
terial. If the German statement is
true, the Russian reverse apparently
is almost as serious as that which the
Muscovite forces suffered in the same
place early in the war.

Before the German official commu-
nication was received in London mili-
tarymen were inclined to look upon
the Russian retirement as b wise move,
declaring that it would compel the
Germans to fight the battle on Rus-
sian territory, and away from their
strategical rallways. The army which
the Germansg flung so suddenly into
Rast Prussia is believed to have num-
bered 200,000 men, and to have been’
made up of soldiers who have been
fighting on the Bzura and western
fronts, and of units of the new army
which has just completed training in
Central Germany.

The Germans have resumed the
offensive in Russian Poland, on the
right bank of the Lower Vistula, and
have occupled the town of Sierpec,
which lies a short distance to the
northwest of Plock. Thus the chief
battle ground in the east has been
transferred from the lines west and
southwest of Warsaw to the north.
The battles in the Carpathians con-
tinue, but the general staff of neither
of the contending forces gives much
information concerning the fighting.
The lull continues to prevail on the
western battlefront, where the fight
ing is econfined to artillery duels and
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Among War Prisoners in Siberia.

Peking, Feb. 12—American Red
Cross agents report that medical sup-
plies furnished by their organization
have been distributed among the 150,
000 German and Austrian war prison-
ers in Siberia. This work is being
done by Russian agents, inasmuch as
the Russian government refused to
permit an American expedition from
Peking to visit the prisoners.

the innocent man who had been hang-
ed in Canada last yegr, and stated
that the case he referred to was cne
in which two men had stolen from
the cash-box of a saw-mill in New
Westminster, B. C. Surprised by & po-
Mceman while they were dividing ‘he
spoils, one of them had fired, the ro-

a couple of infantyy® attacks in the
liceman being killed by & bullet v hich 2
glanced from a tree, Though examina-
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the Province of British Columbia, anx-

fous to have an example, had hanged *
both men, lest one should go free.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier observed that
both men were apparently guilty of
murder, ‘

Mr. Bickerdike—"I am sorry to con-
tradict my leader, but they were not.
The only offence against one f them
was that he was in bad company at
the time, If every man in this Honse
who has ever been in bad compuny

Claims He Has Proof That British Min'ster to Norway Offered
Casement’s Servant $25,000 to Kill Him.’ :

Say-jcompamnions, Christenson would re- ENTIRE ORCHESTRA ....
celve “from the British government”
$25,000, would be allowed personal
immunity, and would be given free
to the United States, if he
red.
stenson personally declared, ac-
cording to Sir Roger, that Mr. Findlay
told him to lure Sir Robert to a point
the{on the coast where a British ship
could run in and get him, “or still
better to knock him in the head.”

Sir Roger said that he had asked
the Norwegian government to promise
him protection, and that after this
promise was received he would go to
Christian immediately, and lay be
| fore the government proofs of the Bri-
tish Minister’s alleged conspiracy with
a Norweglan subject on Norweglan
soil.

Sir Roger's letter has been submit-
ted to the American Ambassador and
the representatives of other neutral
countries for their governments, and a
copy also has been directed to Secre-
tary of State Wm. Jennings Bryan, at
Washington.

On Feb, 4, Sir Edward Grey announc-

Berlin, Feb 12, by wireless
ville, N. Y—Sir .Roger Cas
feader of the Soctalist faction in Ire-
land, published here today an open
jetter to Sir Edward Grey, British
Secretary of State for Forelgm Affairs, | B
alleging that he, Sir Roger, has docu-
mentary evidence (o substantiate
charges which bhe . makes that
British government fis in a criminal
congpiracy to have him captured or
killed, says an item given out tonight
Agency.
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Sir Roger made a statement,” con-
tinues the News Agency, charging
Mansfeldt De C. Findlay, British
Minister to Norway, with conspirinz
with Sir Roger’s mam servant, Adler
Christenson, a Norweglan, for the
capture or k ing of Casement, for
which Ohristenson would receive af
least $25,000 .

Sir Roger showed a photographic
copy of what purported to be & letter
written on British legation paper al
(hristiania, fn the minister’s hand

been sucoessful.

A British eye-witness, in & report

of his observations on the western D]ED. outbredk: of the war up

31 last for pay allowant

WASSON—AL her residence, 46 Ad tenance and iroops an

, laide street, on Feb, 11, Eliza 8 '

Thirty-four British fiyers have deliv-

ered an attack on the German position

in Belgium, while German aviators

have dropped a hundred bombs on

Verdun, It has been urged that an at-}
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Sir Robert Borden, while command-
ing Mr. Bickerdike's sincerity, mored
the adjournment of the debate, after
promising that opportunity would iater
be given for further discussion.

The Prime -Minister, during <ques-
tion time, informed Hon. Frank Ol
ver that the government was cousid
ering a revision of the existing regula-
tions for pensions for relatives of

writing and over his signature.
writer of this letter promised, ‘“on
behalf of the British government” that

i,

Christenson, ]
captured, either with or without his|ihat he was disloyal. A sensation was

Thejaq in the House of Commons that the
pension allowed to Sir Roger Case-
ment, who was formerly in the Con.
sular service, had been suspended,
pending an investigation of allegations

through information given by
Sir Roger  should belj
caused in England last November,
when it was reported that Sir Roger
had conferred with the German Im-

members of the Canadian Expedition-
ary Forces who were killed, A defin-
ite conclusion would likely be reached
shortly. The matter was not one re-
quiring any additional legislation,
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perial authorities in Berlin concerning
what attitude German troops would
have towards Ireland if they landed
there. It was stated that he was as-
sured that if German troops should
1and in Ireland, all native institutions
would be respected.
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OFFIGIAL WAR HEPORTS
FRANCE

Paris, Feb, 12—The offigial com-
munication issued by the War Of-
fice tonight follows: 7

“Rather livély artilfery actions
agve taken place inf ‘Belgium and
in Champagne. In the Argonne,
between Fontaine Madame and
the fortifications of Marie There-
se, the activity of the enemy ha
been manifested only by the ex-
plosion of mines and t throw-
ing of hombs, to which we have
replied. The - infantry made no
sorties from the trénches.

“In Lorralne we have repelled
a German attack ‘near Arracourt.

“In the Vosges our light infan-
tey captured Hill No, 957, about
300 miles northwest of the Sudem-
me -farm In the region of Hart
mann-Weilerkopf.

®Thig brilliant feat was accom-
plished in a violent snow storm.
Our QI"'OOPI suffered only minor
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Vienna, via London, Feb, 12
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Bill Adopted by Chamber of
Deputies—Sale of Other Ap-
petizers May Also be Stop-
ped.
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Bulletin—Paris, Feb. 12—The Cham- >
% ber of Deputies today adopted the bill
The primary cause of pimples arises | prohibiting the sale of absinthe,
the blood mot being in a good con- ith 1ll be d to man-
dition. When the blood b impure
you will find that pimples will break out
over the body, but more particularly | the colonies, and will be prop 5 th
on the forehead, mose and chin, snd ption by the p it The|, .
slthough they are mot @ dangerous |Measure now goes to the Senate.
trouble, they make you appear unsightly | During the
both to your friends and yoursell. What
break out,
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of international complications throngh ber transfer from
American flag.

New York, Feb. 12—A jury trying
a suit for $250,000 damages brought
against BE. N, Breitung, millionaire
owner of the steamship Dacia, by Max
ent Kieist, who married Miss Juliet Brel-

tung, the defendant’s daughter, was

discharged today in the Federal :
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