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Very Iﬂ.r*,\ same of our churches may have taken this mat
ter;into comsideration and voted an increase of salary to
their ministers, but we do not remember to have heard of
apy instance in which this has been done, and we fee! sure
that there has been no general movement in that direction.
“Af ¥s surely only » matter of right and justice ‘that the
minister of the gospel should share in' the general prosper-

ity of the oountey,  But il his salary is oot raised in t
periad of good times and higher prices, it is v evident
as we have shown, that not only does bie not share in the

gensral prosperity, but the very conditions which make
the circumstances of his people easier make his more diffi-
.

We would like to emphasize the fact that a good and
fmithful mipister of the gospelis worth incalculably mere
than all he costs, even when his _salary is made fully ade-
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quate to hisneeds. We do not suppose that among those
who read the MzssexGer anp Visitor there is to be found
a Christian so lean of soul as to argue that the minister

d nothing o ndvance the material interests of the com-
munity and therefore has no right to share in the general
prosperity Even if it werfe tiue that the minister

does nothing to help material interests, that would
no reason why his temporal needs should not be
generot supplied, seeing that he gives his time and
trength to the promotion of ifterests of infinitely greater
value. But it is a great fallacy to suppose that the minis-
r drone in the hive and a burden to be carried
wunity so far as material interests are concerned
y preaches the gospel with power and other-
wise ministers to the spiritual lifeé of the community there-

onstitut

by helps everything. Apart from the supreme spiritual in-

terests, there is no man who so abundantly earns his living

no man whom the commuinity, with regard to its world-
t5. could so ill afford to spare~ as the minister of
I Remove the minister, the church, the Sunday
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A PREAHCHER AND HIS MESSAGE.

e cf the Bible lesson in the Internatinnal series for

Tiie Preaching of John the Baptist. Preach-

£ however always inseparable from the preacher, the

gospel message ‘depends largely upon the per-
mnality of the man who delivers it. And it is worthy of

rk that in the brief account which is given us of John

and his work th

he character of the man ¥s caused to stand
ut in bold relief - 1t may be well for us here to notice

some’ of the outstanding characteristics of this great

s evidently a man who felt himself called to a
ervice and who consecrated his powers unreservedly

to '} rk. He was first and last a preacher of Go:l's
» that work he devoted all his energies. No
it ed to claim a part of his time and

X ay thatr every preacher is in duty
n this respect the example of John the
# fnan possesses the qualifications  which
making the preaching of the truth the great
ile his work is likely to count for more if he

s steadily if view and suflers nothing to

tom his ministry in spiritual things

Aot soteristic to be remarked in John is his

gged simy t Hus reoment. his food, his whole manner
vealth, ease, luxury had no power over
had seen of - the coming Lord and the

» filled and controlled him that the

most

art 5o sagerly seok after

e agination.  This doublless was &
entinl to the great preacher wocess, Iy

he man whoe is

clear of all suspicion

living deficately
ther truit e pre tin John the Baptist
r T her of the truth needs to posses

His was a courage whick

of the Pharisee and the Sad
ducees and which could look the adulterous Herod in the

eye and say to ! Fhou hast sinned

Bu' much a+ we
admire the coura

that could so sternly denounce iniquity
)

though clothed in

e robes of respectabili'y and authority,
we admire still more the humility which prostrates itvelf
before the Man of Nazareth. It is here, in his loyal recog-
nition of Jesus as Son of God and his willingness te de-
crease that his Lord may increase, that the great prophet
iy seen at his greatest.

Johun was a predcher of Repentance. “Repent for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand " waz the substance of his
message. Put the preacher of repentance is necessarily also
a preacher of righteousness., Men needed to repent because
they had been living a life of sin.  The paths needed to be
made straight because the people had besn walking in
crooked paths.  The preacher of repentance is also & preach-
er of mercy, for it were but a bitter mockery. to call upon
men to repent if to their repeutant confessions there could
be no answér but that of stern justice. John's preaching
was with power because of his assurance of the reality of
things as yet unseen. He felt in his prophetic soul the ap-
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proach of him from whom nothing could be hidden and
before'whom all shams and hypocrisies would stand revealed.
He plainly saw and he sternly declared that salyation was
not by profession or heredity, The puritanic Pharisee and
the learned Sadducee must not think that they could take
the kingdom of heaven under their patronizing care. For
them, as for others, the d>or into the kingdom was that of
repentance and amendment of life, and they must under-
stand that it was within the power of God out of the most
unpromising material to raise up children to Abraham
The day of the great prophet of the wilderness is past
The way of salvation is clesrr now, and the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than John. But the day for
the preacher of repentance is not passed. This age has it®
sins that need to be forsakeu, its crooked paths that need tc
be made straight, its multitudes that need to be aroused to
the appreciation of the supreme importance of spiritual
things, its Pharisees, its Sadducees and its Herods who
nesd to be reproved concerning their hypocrisies and in
iquities. And, perhaps more than anything else, the world
has need to-dav of preachers of repentance—real prophets
of the Lord, not such as demand to be clothed in soft rai
ment and to live delicately, but men under so profound
conviction of the supreme importance of the things whick
belong to the kingdom of Gud and so possessed by his
Spirit that they shall be as voices crying in the wilderness
and in such tones that men will not be able to shut their
ears to their words.” It is as true to-day as it was in John's
day that the axe lieth at roet of the trees, that One is
coming whose fan is in bis hand and who will thoroughly
separate the chaff from the wheat. It is as tiue now as
then that there ‘s an essential difference between wheat and
chalf and that their destinies are as different as their char

acters
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Editoriai Notes.

In any town in which thereare two Baptist churches
says The Watchman, “certain unique duties of fellows
and co-operation rest upon the two congregations
single cloud of envy or suspicion should never be allowed
to arise between them. It is vain to talk about the closer
co-operation of all Christians, if those of the same fait!
and order are alienated.” These remarks will, we suppose
apply with equal force in the case of communities in which
there are more than two Baptist churches. It certainly
does seem that the relations between neighboring chnrches
of the same faith and order should be much more intimate
and cordial than is usually the case. We have heard it
remarked that in a certain town the reletions between the
different Baptist churches are not more cordial than those
which exist between the churches of different denomina
tions. There ought not to be ground for such a stutement

—The British army authorities report a marked deterior
ation in the classes from which the recruits come, and ex-
perts declare that the main cause of the deterioration is the
use of cigarettes. General Lyttleton commanding the Brit-
ish forces in South Africa declares the majority of recruits
sent out to be physically immature and of a low standard
of intelligence. One officer says they will require three
years of good feeding before they will be capable of a good
day’s work, and another thinks they have n:ver done a

day’s work in their lives and do not intend to if the can hel

b

it. Dr. Farquaharson, who is an experienced student
the situation, quotes a leading authority on public health
Prof. Casks—in the declaration that juvenile smoking

the principal cause of deterioration The professor gives
the follow ing formidable list of symptoms produced by thie
habit : Chronic hoarseness, lack of appetite, dy spepsic, pal
lor from impaired blood, formation of rapid and  intermit
1

pulse pain in the region of the heart, difficy

breathing and disinclination to partake of healthy athlat
exercise

Itis avident that the effectiveness of the pirob
iquon law in Maine depends very lnrgely bpon the chars
of the officials whose duty itis to see that the law s enfoice
in Portland where, under the late Sher'fl Pear the
was enforced with great vigor, thers is now, i aid unde

a Democrat sherill, & great change, & number of de
being permitted to carry on their business un
regulations and liguor being freely
Sundays frary, where for many
years the saloons were wide open, the law is being enforced
with comparative strictness. Six liquor dealers are in
prison serving sentences of six months each, imposed by
the court that adjourned last week, while Iike senténces are
suspended over about one hundred others, to be enforced in
the event of their ever again engaging in the liquor business
in Maine. A score have fled from the city and dare not
come back, knowing that jail awaits them, and frem all
classes of liquor law violaters the county of Penobscot col-
lected at the August term of court $12,000 in fines, making,
with the $32,000 collected last February, when the present
enforcement wave set in, the sum total of $44,000 for the
year.

obtainable sven on
In Bangor, on the

~—The despatches in reference to the situation in the Far
East continue to be of a conflicting character, but it must
be said that on the whole the outlook for peacs has not
grown more hopeful. The despatches from Paris, and _ still
more_those froni Berlin, generally predict a peaceful out-
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