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DYKIRG ACT 1
AN DRFAIR ONE

PRESSES UNEQUALLY
UPON THE DISTRICTS

Farmers of Chilliwack Are Said to Be
Unjustly Treated Under the
Bill.

The bill to adjust the Dyking Assess-
t introduced by the government, in
mmon with other financial measures,
s prepared apparently without ecarefal
sideration except from a party stand-

t. Two ridings are affected by the

. Dewdney, represented by the Pre-
micr, and Chifliwack,  represented by
('has. Munro. Chilliwack, according to

czovernment scheme, is to be taught

at it is unwise to vote against the
vers that be.

" The dyking district of Chilliwack is

peculiarly situated as compared with the

her lands in the dyked area. The

former are protected by these works, but

- not redeemed. In the areas of
Maple Ridge, Coquitlam and Pit
Meadows the lands are useless without®
dykes. Immediately upon the ecarrying
out of the scheme these lands became
very valuable. The land was at once
rillable, and offered a fair field for
speculation. The result is that a large
quartity of it, particularly in Maple
Ridge and Coquitlam, is owned by
absentees, who hold the property for
speculation.

In Chilliwack the dykes were not re-
<lamation works, but protected the land
against inundation, probably once in ten
or fifteen years. The land was heavily
timbered, and the cost of clearing alone
is h2ld to constitute a charge equal to
the value of the property.

The Chilliwack dyking district has
been settled by actual farmers, who are{
industriously endeavoring to make a
living. The original estimate of the
work for Chilliwack disiriet in 1898 was
$131,000. This was found to be insuffi-
cient, and the district after careful con-
sideration decided to contribute toethe
amount of $155,000, but not one dol]arI
more. This was in 1899. The work was
carried out, and cost not $155,000, but
$289,899.79. This was not authorized by J
the people benefitted. The government
now proposes to assess Chilliwack $252,-
306. This expenditure is regarded as an
actual loss to the property rather than
a benefit.

But while the actual settlers of Chilli-
wack who are building homes for them-
selves are to have the assessment upon
them increased from $131,000 accopding
to the act of 1898 to $252,306, yet a
reversed condition is to prevail with re-
spect to the assessment distriets in
Dewdney owned in no small part by non-
residents for speculative purposes. Maple
Ridge, which, according to the act of
1898, was to pay $185,564.18, is now eut
down to $127,396. Coquitlam is reduced
from $115,742.90 under the act of 1898
to $57,983. Pitt Meadows is also. Te-
duced_similarly {from $79,936.99 ungder
the act of 1898 Yo $ ,Sz&l. B

Matsqui, which is also in the Chilli-
wack riding, is to be increased again
from $106,445.24 under the 1898 act to
$150,383. ’

The comparative figures with respect
to dyking charges is set forth in the fol-

SCHOOL CLAUSE
HAS BEEN AMENDED

GIVES WHAT NORTHWEST
LIBERALS HAVE ASKED

The Order-lu-Council Providing for the
Close Salmon Seasens Will
Be Repealed.

Ottawa, March 16.—Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier will announce to-morrow in the
House the new educational clause of the
autonomy bill. It will give all the
Northwest Liberals have asked for and
will be supported by all Liberals in the
House except one or two. Several Con-
servatives will likely. vote for it.

The usual number of petitions were
presented to the House to-day against
the educational eclause.

At the annual meeting ofy the L. O. L.,
Eastern Canada, held here, Dr. Sproule
and Sam Hughes denounced the separate
school clause in the autonomy bill.

Will Be Repealed.

. Hon. R. Prefontaine has not yet been
officially advised of the action of the
Washington state legislature regarding]
close seasons fdr salmon, but as soon as
this is done he, will repeal the order-in-
council granting a close season for 1906
and 1908 on the Canadian side.
Canada Atlantic,

At the railway committee to-day bills
were passed for the taking over of the
Canada Atlantic Railway by the Grand
Trunk. ‘ine Canada Atlantic will re-
main a separate corporation. What the
Grand Trunk has done is to buy 98 per
cent. of the stock held by Mr. Booth.
Hon. H. R. Emmerson will move an
amendment in the House, i# is said, that
the Intercolonial may get running rights
aver the-road,

RUSSIAN FINANCES.
Treasury Report Shows Deeline in All
Branches of the Revenue.

New York,” March 10.—A St. Peters®
burg dispatch to the Times says:

Although it fails to record the war ex-
penditure, amounting to 800,000,000
roubles (about $400.000,000), the treas-
ury report for the eleven months of 1904
indicates the distressing effects of the
war. From various sources the revenue
decreased compared with the previous
year.,. The customs .and shipping re-
ceipts declined 20,000,000 roubles; the
peasants’ Jand payments 9,000,000
roubles, and the excise receipts mearly
6,000,000 roubles.

COPPER CAPITALIST DEAD.

New York, March 16.—A  dispatch
from Palma Beach, Fla., reports the
death of Meyer Guggenheim, the copper
capitalist. Death was caused by pneu-
monia. He was 78 years old.

= "} ~CRUISER-FLOATED.

Londen, March 16.—The British arm-
ored cruiser Kent, which was driven
ashore in the Firth of Forth during the
recent storm, was re-floated to-day with-
out having sustained any damage.

lowing table

Present

District. Charges.

Maple Ridge
Coquitlam

Pitt Meadows
Matsqul-.. .. 005, .

++.0 151,280 35
88,873 11
<. 209,915 60

Chilliwack

Proposed
Charges. ofr.

$221,981 96 $127,396 00  $94,585 96
57,983 00
. 84,868 00
150,383 00

252,306 00

Authorized Mainten-
Written - by’ ance
Act of 1898. Charges.
$185,364 18 $20,784 17
115,742 90 16,131 64
79,936 99 5,622 50
106,445 24 24,430 57
19,728.75
131,000 00

93,292 35
54,005 11
9,532 60
19,268 39
37,503 79

ARE: ACTING ON
GREELY'S ADVICE

ONTARIO FARMERS :
MOVING TO THE WEST

Exodus for the Present Week Amounts
10 Nearly Two Thousand - A.
i 0. U. W. Rates.

Toronto, March 16.—The Pacific ex-
ress left for the West last night in two
sections with about 500 Omntario farmers,
1o purpose settling there. The exodus
for the present week to Manitoba and
the Territories amounts to nearly 2,«1;

Increase Rates.

Toronto, March 16.—After discussion,

Which lasted all afterncon and evening,

1 Lodge, A. O. U. W., last night

d fo increase the rates, the voting

ing 28,233 for, and 10,684 against.

ler the old schedule the maximum

Was reached at the age of 45, from that

date the insured rating being $1.30 per

thousand. Under the new scale the

maximum will not be reached until 49;

u the rate will be $2.69. It was a

ssion to the young men: that result

@ In putting the propesal of the execu-
Uve through.

Bowell’s Views.

Toronto, March 16.—In an interview
Sir Mackenzie Bowell expresses the
m that Sir Wilfrid Laurier will not
empt to push the separate schools of
autonomy bill through parliament,
t will submit them to the courts for a
Cision as to their legality. He con-
red that the best way out of the diffi-
Mass meetings of citizens fo pro-
inst the educational clauses are

g called for Monday next.

Decliziew. .- 2%
oronto, March 16:CRev: DF. Denny;

| that some aetion ‘will

f Glasgow, has declined the invitation

to become principal of Knox College, in
suecession to the late Principal Cavan.

* Disqualified, X\

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., March 16.—
Wm. Godwin, who has been mayor of
Steelton, a western suburb of the Soo,-
since its incorporation in 1903, has been
ungeated ang disqualified from holding
municipal office or voting for eight years
on account of corrupt acts at the electionl,
of C. N. Smith to the legislature.

Suicide,

QOakville, Ont.,, March 16.—Frank
Matthews, soda water manufacturer of
this place, eommitted suicide yesterday
by shooting himself. ' He has been .dis-
sipating for some- years past, his wife
and family being obliged to leave him,
which worried him and which, it is
thought, caused temporary derangement,

CANNOT- ALTER RATE.

British Postmaster-General’s Reply to
Request For Reduction on Maga-
zines to Canada.

London, March 16.—Postmaster-Gen-
eral Stanley.to-day informed a deputation
headed by Sir Gilbert Parker, that to
grant their request for a reduction of
postage on magazines and periodieals
from England to Canada to the same
rate as charged from the Unifed States
to Canada would entail a loss of $15,-
000,000 yearly, He fully appreciated the
value of the circulation of English news-
Hapers, etc., in the Dominion, but it was
impossible to adopt such a course. Ome
American postmaster-general had de-
nounced the American rate because it

_entailed a heavy loss eon ‘the United

States post office. In the convention of
1875 Canada had praetically given a
bounty to Admerican publications, and
any variation in the existing . eharges
should be an increase of the American
rate, rather than a decrease of the Eng-
lish rate.

WILL NOT TALK.

Detectives Decline to Tell of Investiga-
tion Into the Death of Mrs.
Stanford.

Honolulu, March 15.—It .is Tearned
. bably be taked
at San Francisco after the drrival there .
of "the ‘detectives, wiho invest d. the|

“| Montreal.

city. The detectives say they have re-
ceived positive instructions not to talk
about the case. They will not diStuss
Prof. Jordaw’s opinion that Mrs. Stan-
ford’s death was not due to strychnine
poisoning.

GO ABROAD.
Ay

The Queen and Princess Victoria Leave
on Visit to Lisbon.

London, March 14.—Queen Alexandra,
Princess Victoria -and Prince and Prin-
cess Charles of Denmark started to-day
for Lisbon to visit the King and Queen
of Portugal. The trip is largely for the
benefit of the health of Princess Vie-
toria, who wds recently operated upon
for appendicitis. Sir Frederick Treves,
surgeon in ordinary to the King, accom-
panied the party.

King Edward and the Prince and
Princess of Wales were at the railwdy
station here to bid farewell to the royal
travellers, who embarked on the royal
vacht Victoria and Albert at Ports-
mouth.

MARQUIS OF ANGLESEY DEAD.

Monte Carlo, Monaco, March 14.—The
Marquis of Anglesey died here to-day.

The Marquis was notable through his
personal and financial eccentricities, His
wife arrived here two days ago and was
reconciled with her husband at his death-
bed. A cousifi inherits the Anglesey es-
tates, which are exempt from the cred-
itors of the late Marquis, who are arriy-
ing here, presumably = to obtain the
available property of the deceased.

Henry Cyril Paget, fifth Marquis of
Anglesey, was born in 1875, and suc-
ceeded to the family estates, comprising
about 30,000 acres, in 1898. The de-
ceased Marquis was a bankrupt and had
been residing in France for some time.
In last December he went to Monte
Carlo with the announced intention of
breaking the bank with a new system
which he had invented. The sale of the
jewels of the Marquis in London last
year attracted.a great deal of attention.

SIR W. MACDONALD’S
ENDOWMENT SCHEME

Teachers’ College and College of Agri-
culture—Prof. Robertson Selected
to Carry Out the Plags.

Montreal, March 13.—The plans ‘for
one of the greatest educational endow-
ments in the history of education on this
continent were laid before the Protestant
committee of the counecil of public * in-
struction for the provinee of Quebe¢ to-
day. Sir William €. Macdonald, ‘the
millionaire tobacco manufaeturer of this
city, whose gifts to MeGill university
total about $3,000,000, is the donor, ‘and
while no figures ‘are supplied as to the
extent of this gift the magnitude of the
plan outlined shows that the expenditure
and endowment contemplated -will": be
certainly over $2,000,000, and may reach
to $4,000,000 or more.

Sir William has  selected Professor
Robertson, the man who developed the
Canadian dairy businéss, as the director
of his scheme, which briefly contemplates
the provision of an agrieultural traine
ing of school teachers-and a fund to:as-
sist in the consolidation of schools'+in
the rural districts of the province, The
two colleges will be located at St. Anhne
de Bellevue, about twenty miles from
A large tract of land :-has
been purchased. 1

The college of agriculture will be.di-
vided into three divisions, «departmeénts
of farms, research and instruetion. - The
first -will be subdivided into farms’~ of
suitable size, which will be operated at
a profit and will be practical in all their
methods. Apprentices will be received,
and-will be able to earn enough on thése
farms tc pay for their maintenance dur-
ing the winter months in the college.
There will' also be departments for. wo-
men with similar appointments.  The
research will ‘deal with agrienlture
throughout the Dominion, and any ze-
sults secured ‘will first be tested:  in
farms before being given publicity. Resi-
dences will be provided for both male
and female students, including gymna-
siums, ete. . The buildings, which ogen-
pying a fifty-acre tract facing the river,
are to be all of fireproof construction.. , It
is ‘expected that everything will- be in
readiness for the reception of students
by the fall of next year. o

In the teachers’ collegé there will be a
loqg-term course for teachers qualified
for advanced rural schools. That is to
say, qualified in” ordinary requirements
and to teach-natural studies, household
service and manual training and a short-
term course for those already engaged in
tedching and desirous of increasing their
efficiency.

The third section of Sir William Mac-
donald’s gift is intended to provide the
avenue of employment for the teachers
the college will turn out, a fund for
the consolidation of rural schools into
one large sehool with a male teacher at
its head and staff of qualified teachers,
and contemplated to lead to the disap-
pearance of the “little red school-
house.” :

‘The Protestant committee discussed
and heartily approved  the plan to-day
and decided to give it the necesasry au-
thorization, the teachers” college replac-
ing the present Normal school.

THE ASSASSINATION OF DUKE.

Report That Socialist Revolutionary

Party Admits Respensibility For
Crime.

New York, March 16.—A Paris. dis-
patch to the Times says: “The Russian
Socialist revolutionary party are.organ-
izing the ‘peasant revolt in Russia, and
admit responsibility for the assassination
of the Grand Duke Sergius.”

KILLED BY AUTOMOBILE.
Havana, March 15.—An sutomobile in
| which President Estrada Palma was rid-
ing yesterday ran over and killed Manunel
Palomero, a 12-year-old Spanish’ boy.
The machine iz owned by Louis Marx,
an Ameriean tobacco planter, who, with
Gen.  Montavio, seeretary- of -‘public
rvyo‘x‘,ks,'"Po_rt‘lm'nif'o'r.. and “a_chaffeur, . was

recent death of Mirs. ‘Stanford i this

e,
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% MRS. CHADWICK

Selbfits More Than $4,000°Wokth of Per-
sonal Property From ‘Her
T Old Home:p 3.5

Cleveland, O., March 15.—=Mrs, Chad-
wick, ' ‘accompanied -b¥* two deputy
marshals, left the county jail to-day and
was driven to her old ‘home to select
$500 worth of personal; effects exempt-
ed from the claims of creditors. The
furnishings and other ‘perséndl property
in the house will be' sold alt publie auc-
tion by Trustee - Loesser on Friday.
Immediately upon entering 't the sump-
tuously furnished residencé . she broke
down and for a time wept bitterly.

Shortly after beginning' - her tour of
the house she encountered Dr. Chad-
wick. Husband and wife at first merely
smiled and nodded, and thén in a formal
way shook hands. Only.a few words
were exchanged between the couple. Dr.
Chadwiek had not seen his wife since he
last visited her at the jail about two
months ago. T

Mrs. Chadwick  selected: - between
$4,000 and $5,000 worth .of personal pro-
perty, which she claimed 'was exempt
under the statute. Almost all of this
was wearing apparel. S

Nathan - Loesser, trustee in bank-
ruptey, said he would protest each and
every seleetion. Mrs. Chadwick select-
ed enough clothing #or ‘twenty-five
women,

THE KING INDISPOSED.

London, March 16.—King ‘Bdward is suf-
fering from a slight cold, afd consequently
the Prince of Wales, in behalf of His Ma-
Jesty, held to-day’s levee at St. James
Palace. y

The King’s Indisposition; it.1s asserted, is
trivial. He received Foreign Secretary
Lansdowne, the Brazilian”! minister and
others in audience this morning, but it was
considered advisable that he should remain
Indoors for a day or two.

A FINANCIAL CURE.

Motion to Be Introduced By John Hous-
ton on Going Into Supply in
Legislature.

John Houston has given.notice that he
will introduce a motion on going into
supply which aims to effect a radieal
change in the financial copditions in the
province. The motion fully explains it-
self, and is'as follows:

“Whereas there are, roughly speaking,
230,000,000 acres of unoccupied crown
lands. in the province of British Colum-
bia. These lands are, in the main, un-
occupied and unproductive.because they
are inaccessible. They are known to
contain great resources of iron, coal, oil,
silver, lead,. gold, copper, and to be coy-
ered with limitless quantities of fine
timber, besides containing; many million;
acres of diversified farming and grazing
land. They only require, population,,
capital and means of transportation. The
basis of all jndustry, the, natural re-.
sources of the soil, is already there. The..
problem, therefore, is to provide popu-.
lation, capital and means of transportas,.
tion for the.unoccupied portions of Brits,
ish Columbia: : .

“And whereas the natural resources of,
the unoccupied lands, madg intelligently
available to the surplus population and;
surplus capital of otner Qa‘rts of the
world, may themselves be made to sups:
ply the means necessary ‘{(pp provide the
railroarls, irrjgation, canals and wag
roads, wmclf’can alone m¥ke them plf:j
ductive.” Th¥ methods of" stimulating"
railroad construction, so far in vogueg'
have never’gone beyond ‘the idea of,
burdening the already productive wre-.
sources of the province with taxation t6
open up new’districts. It is quite clear’

that if the 'natural resourdes of unoccus

pied lands‘@juld be made’ the means o
building railways to open ﬁp these lands,
the already productive resources of the
province would not only be relieved of
a heavy burden, but the work of develop-
ment by means of railwa¥ construction
could be carried out much*imore rapidly:

“Therefore, be it resolved, that this
House declares the province of Britisk

Columbia should issue 30,000,000 acres:
of land scrip, carrying with it the right.}.

of location; gn. any of the.crown lands;
which are unoccupied, and; the right to
everything that is in the land or on it;
it should be issued in denominations of
40 80, 160, 320 and 640, acres, at the
uniform price of $1 per gere; the pro-

ceeds to be used (1) in paying off the pro-{
vineial uent; (2) providing 3 school fund;,

(3) aiding the constructionof railways;:
(4) constructing system .of " irrigation
canals in the semi-arid districts and in
building trunk wagon roads,”

PERSONAL | -

F. J. Bittancourt arrived Wednesday
from Seattle, accompanied by. Carl Walter,
a mill ownér of Cedar Home, Wash. Mr.
Walter has disposed of his property on
Salt Spring Island to C. Pottinger. The
sale was effected by Mr. Bittancourt. The
property, which enjoys a gplendid location,
is to be divided by the purchaser into sec-
tions for settlers, who are expected from
England. -1

Mrs. Le Poer Trench, accompanied by her
sister and maid, left Wednesday per steam-
er Whatcom en route -to England. They
will cross the continent by,the Northern
Pacific Rallway Compang’s; -celebrated
North Coast Limited. y

THE ILLS OF THE ‘AGED.
MRS. STACY. OF HAMILTON,
TELLS HOW THEY MAY
BE LESSENED.

%ok

Mrs. Flizabeth Stacy, of 172 Hunter
Street West, Hamilton, sdys:

“I was very much fronbled with
Headache, Dizzine}s and Constination.
I am in my eighty-first year, and I grew
worse and worse till T was.so weak and
faint that I could hardly keep from
falling, j

“Since using Dr. Leonhardt’s Anti-
Pill I am very much hetfer; in fact, I
may say T am very well' compared to
what I was before nsing Anti-Pill.

“T am so thankful for ‘the improve-
ment at my advanced age that I think
I should write and tell you about it. 1
will always recommend Dr. Leonhardt’s
Anti-Pill to any one suffering as I was.”

Anti-Pill is positively the best ‘medi-
cine for aged men and wothen.

AR Aruggists  sell . Anti-Pill. 50c. for
# mouth’s dreatment, - . © ' sy
BTha - Wilkon-Evle 'Cos - Lithitad,

gecident, y

with' the "President at ' the time of the km st Falls; Ont." Sole agents for

]
Canada

¥

1 meet the bills.
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A SERIOUS CHARGE.

YR
Ym}g;k Man Accused of Victimizing His
Friends—Suspected Robbery.

————

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

There are several persons in town who
would like to remew their acquaintance
with one Edward Haas. This individual,
whio is a young man somewhere in the
early twenties, came here from Tacoma
about a year ago, and last Saturday
night he abruptly leff, after having ex-
hibited a number of symptoms which
qualify him for police investigation.
Some time after his arrival here he asso-
ciated himself with revival . meetings,
whieh' were conducted in a tent on
Douglas street.  He was apparently im-
pressed by the services, for he became a
member of the Calvary Baptist church
and its different societies. His conduct
at this time appeared to be quite ex-
emplary, and he was brought into con-
tact with a number of kindly-disposed
people, who manifested an interest in
him. *

But it was discovered not very long
ago that Mr. Haas did not retain the
religious fervor inspired in him by the
revival services, and recenily he dis-
closed unmistakable evidence that the
good intentions he then announced were
sacrificed to dangerous and erring ex-
pediency. Last week he solicited the
agency of a friend to cash a cheque for
him, which was promptly done. He
passed another cheque on the pastor of
the church. On Saturday night he hur- §
riedly departed, and it was then learned
that the cheques were worthless—that, as
a matter of fact, they were forgeries.
The signature of Mr. Leigh, of Leigh’s
mill, where Haas was employed for a
time, was forged on the documents.
Further than that, it is alleged, Haas
victimized his friends in other ways.
Some of them backed his credit for
carpentering implements, his board bill
and so forth,-and now they will have to
Should the long arm of
the law envelop him he will participate
in police court proceedings.

The police are also investigating what
may be a case of robbery with violence,
which occurred on Monday night. The
complainant is Jack Carson, who lives in
cabins on Humboldt street. It is claim-
ed that during the night someone enter-
ed the cabin, where Carson was lying,
and struck him in the head, izflictizg a
nasty wound. The undesirable visitor
thenr wert through Carson’s pockets and
abstracted $6. His wounds were exam-
ined yesterday afternoon by Dr. Robert-
son, and the indications were that they
were inflicted by a stick that was in the
room. Nothing else was taken from the
cabin,

Yesterday afternoon Magistrate Hall
sentenced three boys who stole tobacco
and chewing gum from a store at the
end of the James Bay causeway to
three years each in the new provineial
reformatory. They were taken to the
Mainland early this morning.

The perjury -casd was called inthe
police court to-day and adjourned until
Monday morning. The attorney-gen-
eral’s department was mnot represented,
because, in view of Mr. Justice Duff’s
decision, Hon. Mr. Wilson is strictly
“out of it.”

PREPAEING }“OR SUMMER.

Y. M. C. A. Members Intend Establish-
ing Camp—To Organize Baseball

_ and Lacrosse Teams,
During, the past few months the pro-
gress of the Young Men’sy Christian As-
sociation has been most gratifying to all
interested. 't'he fembership  has doubled.
the rooms have been improved am_l- the
gymnasium is'ofte of the best equipped
Fin the city. Instructor Waddington, Yvho
lias had charge of the different physical
classes throughout the winter, announces
that many moré have evinced an interest
in these exercises than in the past.” Not:
only have advamrces been made in t:he
directions mentioned, but the ﬁnanc}al
income also has increased. The associa-
tion’s debt has ‘béen materially reduced

than $500. What has held the Victo‘ria
Y. M. C. A. back ever since its inception
|18 the lack of interest during the summer
months. But the‘directors do not il.lt,end-
to allow members to forget there is an
_association during that period this year.
Already steps have been taken to provide
necessary attractions. ¥

Perhaps the most important und‘er.tak-
iing is thap of a summer camp. This pro-
posal has already been considered by the
kboard of directors and referred to the
physical commitee. The latter body has
taken the matter in hand, and a com-
plets report will be-submitted at their
.next meeting. A number of places have
been suggested as likely locations for
such a camp. For instance there is
Bowker’s beach, Esquimalt, the Gorge.—-
all within. easy reach of the car—and, in
fact, innumerable pleasure resorts that
" would make admirable places . for the
summer headquarters of the Y. M. C. A-
But the selection of a site is, of course,
a detail that must be decided upon by
members concerned. It is important,
however, that everyone desiring such'a
camp should extend every assistance in
their power. :

¢ also is intended to organize baseball
and lacrosse teams. Notice has “been
posted to this effect, and already a large
pumber of signatures have been obtain-
ed from thcse desirons of taking up
either of the pastimes mentioned.

With a camp and several clubs the in-
terest in-the Y. M. C. A. should be main-
tained all through the summer to an
even greater extent than has been the
case this winter. Then it will be pos-
sible to take up .the_, indoor gymnastic
work and physical culture exercises next
fall without any setback such as has
been experienced. Thus the association
will grow in financial and mumerical
strength and, tne ambition of members
of the board of directors—a new Y. M.
C. A. building with ample accommoda-
tion and every convenience—may be
realized in the mear future,

A LANDSLIDE,

Number of Trains Stalled in Mountains
on the Sante Fe Railroad.

San . Bernardino, Cal,,; March 16—
Another landslide has occurred in Cajon
pass on the line of.the Santa Fe rajlroad,
and nine passerger trains are tied up in
fHe mouptains. - The storm is still ragings

‘it the mountaing with a-heavy rainfall

ANENDMENTS 10
ASSESSMENT ACT

GOVERNMENT BRINGS
DOWN PROMISED BILL

Changes Proposed in the Measure as a
Result of the Commission’s
Report.

The government’s bill to amend the
Assessment Act was introduced Wednes-,
day. In line with the recommendations
made before the commission, coal land
and timber land have been given a spe-
cial classification independent from wild
lands,

“Coal land” is interpreted as all land,
owned, leased, held under license, claim-
ed or occupied by any person for the
special purpose of mining coal therefrom,
and which is not held or used for any
other purpose, and which land, for the
purpose of assessment gnd taxation, shall
be classified under two heads:

Class A includes land from which coal
is being mined and in respect of the coal
being mined therefrom, when the taxes
and royalties paid to the erown on said
coal, and on the coke produced there-
from for the year ending the thirtieth
day of June preceding the date of assess-
ment, shall amount to twenty-five cents
per acre, at least, to cover the area
claimed by the owner, lessee or license
as land from which coal is being mined,
or from coal land owned, leased or held
under license by him adjoining thereto.

Class B is coal land other than that in-
cluded in Class A from which no coal
is being mined or is not covered by the
area ascertained under Class A.

The words “timber land” shall mean
all lands owned, leased, held under li-
cense, claimed or occupied by any person
for the special purpose of cutting or re-
moving timber therefrom, or is held as
an investment for the accruing value of
the timber growing thereon, and which
is not held for any other purpose; timber
land from which timber has been cut or
removed, but from which land the roots
of the trees and the underbrush growing
or remaining thereon have not been re-
moved, shall be classed as wild land un-
til the same is made fit for agricultural,
pastoral or commercial purposes: Pro-
vided, however, that where land is De-
ing cleared of timber, roots and under-
brush for the purpose of making it fit
for agricultural or pastoral purposes by
a bona fide settler, such land shall not
be classified as timber land.

“Wild land” is redefined to mean all
land, other than coal land and timber
land, claimed by any person, on which
there shall not be existing improvements
to the value, when assessed, of two dol-
lars anqd fifty cents per acre, in Bddition
to the cash value of the land itself, on
land situate west of the Cascade range
of mountains, and of ome dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre on land situate
east of the said Cascade range, but im-
provements upon any part of the land
owned or claimed by any person .shall
!)e deemed to be improvements upon the
immediately adjoining land of such per-
son to the extent of one hundred and
sixty 'acres on land situate west of the
said Cascade range, and@ of three hun-.
dred and twenty acres on 'land situate
east of said Cascade range, in like man-
ner as if such improvements had been
equally distributed over the whole one
hundred ang sixty acres or three hun-
dred and twenty acres respectively, ex-
cept - where the lands of such person ad-
joining such improved lands are suitable
only for pastoral purposes, and-where
the business of farming and stock-rais-
ing are jointly operated by him, in which

and is now a matter of something less | case the value of the improvements shall ’

apply towards exempting from the wild
land tax such adjoining pastoral lands:
Provided, however, that where wild
lands are situate within a radius of five
miles from the boundary of an incorpor-
ated town or city which has a popula-
tion of not less than five thousand peo-
ple, the quantity of wild land to be ex-
empted from the wild land tax shall be
limited to forty acres to each assessed
owner or occupier thereof. “'When ascer-
taining the assessed value of improve-

ments upon land, the assessor shall not |

include the cost of surveying the land as
part of the improvements.

The rate of taxation on wild land is
reduced from 5 per cent. to 3 per cent,
On personal property a reduetion is made
from one per cent to two-thirds of one
per cent. The whole schedule of rates
under the new act is fixed as follows:

On Real Property.—One per cent.
upon the assessed value of real estate,
other than wild land, coal land and tim-
ber land.

On Wild Land.~—Three per cent. upon
the assessed value.

On Coal Land.—One per cent. upon the
agsessed value under Class A; two per
cent. " upon the assessed value under
Class B. .

On Timber Land.—Two per cent. up-
on the assessed value. <

On 'Personal Property.—Two-thirds of

f one per cent. upon the assessed value.

On Income.—On so much of the in-
come of every person (subject to the de-
ductions allowed in this act and in the
schedule of forms to this act) as exceeds
one thousand dollars, within the follow-
ing classifications, upon such excess the
rates shall be as follows, namely:

Class A.—Over one thousand dollars
and not exceeding two thousand, one and
one-half of one per -cent,

Class B.—Over two thousand dollars
and not exceeding three thousand dollars,
one and three-fourths of one per cent.

Class C.—Over three thousand dollars
and not exceeding four thousang dollars,
two per cent,

Class D.—Over four thousand dollars
and not exceeding seven thousangd dollars,
three per cent. ;

Class B.—Over seven thousand dollars,
four per cent.;

Provided, that if the taxes are paid on
or before the thirtieth day of June in
each year, but net otherwise, the .eol
lector is hereby autheri
eyery taxpayér a distount the;

)

count shall“apply only!to. the taxes of-

and streng: wind. i

“'the Tate of ‘ten per éentum, but such’ d'ig-,%

thie then current year and not to-arrears:

to‘allow t |'HUS
at) A4
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Provided further, that if the assessed
owner or tenant residing upon any land
of not less than twenty acres in extent
which is eultivated or is being brought
into cultivation, and wuwcu is assessed
as improved land for a taxable value not
exceeding one thousand dollars, and who
shall pay the taxes thereon for the cur-
rent year on or before the thirtieth day
of June in each year, but not otherwise,
the collector,,is hereby authorized to al-
low such persan, in lien of the ten per
cent. discount, a discount at the rate of
forty per cent. upon said current year’s
taxes. '

Lands belonging to the Dominion gow-
ernment in the province, claimed or oe-
cupied by any person under agreement;
lease or permission from the Dominion
government shall be assessed and taxed
as real property, wild land, coal or tim-
ber land, as the case may be, and sueh
person shall be personally liable for the
taxes thereon, but the land itself shall

not be liable therefor, nor shall the rights .

of the Dominion government to such
land be affected in any way by such as-
sessment and taxation. 18

The government intended to exempt im-
come up to $500 as recommended by the
assessment commission, but were forced
by the caucus to put it back to $1,000
again.

On exemption of pre-emptions the see-
tion has been made to read as follows:
So much of the personal property of the
owner or lessee of any farm, orchard or
ranch as ‘consists of the direct produce
of his land, which has been reaped eor
garnered therefrom and which may be
in his possession on tie land at the date
of assessment of his other persenal:pron
perty, ang se much of his income as may
be derived from " such land: Provided,
however, that his real and other personal
property and income from all sources
other than from such land shall be as-
sessed and taxed.

Other amendments exempt’ the 'an-
secured book: debts due at the .date of
assessmenti

Moneys deposited in the bank in the
province, whether on deposit or upon
current account, is also exempted.

Minerals, matte or bullion in course of
treatment at any smelter shall also be
exempt.

The taxpayer is not to be assessed om
both his personal property and income.
He is to be taxed on ‘whichever gives
the larger return to the government.

" Banks are to be assessed and taxed
on income under the regular schedule of
rates instead of by*‘a special one

The assessed value of townsite lotg
shall not be less than $25, Vi

The government has introduced a s
tion to allow of the rolls being gone into’
and revised even for ten years after it
has been prepared. The section reads
as follows: If; after the final revision
of the current year’s roll, the assessor
should discover that any person has es-
caped taxation (other than upon land),
for which such person would have been
liable had he been assessed and taxed
under the Assessment Acts heretofore in
force, he shall, upon a supplementary
roll for the current year, assess and tax
such person for the amounts omitted,
according to the information then had
and obtained, but for a period limited’ t?
ten years preceding the date of stich sup-’
plementary roll; and due notice of sueh
assessment shall be given to such person,
who shall have the right to appeal to the
special court of revision at its next or
some subsequent meeting after said
notice of assessment has been given, and
such appeal shiall ‘be lodged with the am
sessor within fourteen days after. the
date of the notice of assessment. Before
making such assessment, the assessor
shall have the right to exantine the tax- -
payer.on oath .or otherwise, and to de- :
mangd and obtain production of the tax-
payer’s books, papers and accounts, and
to examine the same. If, after:such ex-
amination, it is proved that the taxpayer
has wilfully evaded just taxation, or
withheld correct information for the due
assessment for which - he 'would have
been liable during any portion of said
period, the taxpayer shall be lable in
the penglties provided in the Assessment
Acts; but if thé omission has been caused’’:
univtentionally by the taxpayer, ‘e 'shdl
be*liable for the correct taxes only, '#h
he shall have o right to claim that afl
the taxes for which he Had been' asséssed
had ‘been paid in full by any official re-
ceipts whichi-he -may produce, if the:!
omitted amotnts) or any balance theres:;
of, are not included therein. Ve

There are a pumber of amendments
dealing with the assessor’s duties.

SALT SPRING ISLAND NOTES.

(Soecla: Correspoadevce of the ‘Timies.)
The new  Methodist chureh ‘at.) thé
Central Settlement will be dedicated on'"
March 19th by Rev. J. P. Westman, of
the Centennial Methodist church, Vie+.
toria. :
A. Ward and wife and Miss Cavendish
are expected to return from California .
some time this month. e
J. C. Scovell ‘returned on Wédnesday

from a visit to Ireland.

o
y B |

Nan Patterson will be put ontrial idnee

more to answer a charge of murdering -

Caesar Young, the wealthy bookmaker. The

second trial of: the case will,beginion Apsil.:

10th.

e
i3 BORN.
LASBURY—At Vancouver, on March 12th, .
the ‘wife 6f Geo. Lasbury, of a daughter.
BANFIELD—On the 14th inst., the wife of
C. F. Banfield, of a daughter,
ih MARRIED. ye
OLSEN-EAKOBSEN—At New = Westmin-
ster, on_Mareh 11th, by Rev. A. C.
Quale; Jolin- Olsen and Miss Petra
Kakobsen, ; .
FULTON-LAWRIE—At the residence of the
bride’s mother, 25 Kane street, om
March 14th, by Rev. G. K. B. Adam
Miss Maud Lawrie, daughter of M
Elizabeth Lawrie, to Mr. Ernest E.
Fulton, of Victoria.
CAO-CHRISTIE—At Vancouver, on
11th, by Rev. R. J. Wilson, Ri¢o’
Cao and Violet Ellen Christie.
DIED.

GREEN—On Sunday, March .12th, at the
family residence, Stanley ™ ., avenue,
Theophila ‘Turner Green, eldest daugh-
ter of 1. 8. J.-Rainer, Ipswich, England,
and widow of the late A. A, Green, aged
64 years. - TRy

MARCOTTE—At Bt. Joseph’s hospital, on
the 12th instant, of appendicitis, Joseph
Charles, youngest son of Mr, X, g+

of South Saanich, aged 24y !

SENKLER—At Vancouver, on March’ 14th,

¥ B. J. Benkler, aged 74 years,

CLYDE--At Vanconver, on March'8th, John

47 Clyde, aged 84 years. “.. -« 3" "0 °

N--At: ‘Vernon. on March 5th,” Mss,

10 oiuh sl

aﬁg.
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