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| Home Training at Root
Of Juvenile Delinquency

The Great Need of Proper Parental Control
‘and Education—The Use of the Rod a Pre-

ventative—Decrease in Halifax.

It has been recently stated in our
public press that the official records of
Canada concerning our Juvenile Courts
show a marked ingrease of crime in

mber of juvenile delinquents. Dur-

g a period of three years it was
stated more than twenty per cent. of
indictable offences were committed by
children under sixteen years of age,
and in twenty years the increase has
been three hundred per cent. One
ehild, we are informed, in five, be-
tween the ages of five and  sixteen is
'@ criminal, accorliing to the records.

21 feel confident that the must be
g§me exaggeration in these reports, but
il any event, I know I am correct in
spying that the incrgase does not ap-
ply to_the City of Halifax. On the
contrary, igstead of an increase in our
delinquents,. there is a large decrease.

If, however, these statement as to
our increase, even approach to correct-
‘ness, it must be apparent to everyone
that one of our greatest needs at the
present time is the conservation of
child life, and that it is high time to
put forth greater efforts towards child
welfare. No one tan tellf the possibili-
ties of a child; it has been well sald
that “we may save a child who may
iave a nation.” “Like arrows in the
hands of a giant, so are young chil-
dren.” They may be arrows aimed at
what is pesilent and deadly, or as the
missile of.a man who scatters poison
ahd death.

ﬁQoot of the Trouble.

When seeking, however, for thecause
ot growth among our juvenile delin-
quents many reasons have been given.
But to my mind no doubt the great
frouble lies, first, at the home, and
with the mother and from a lack of
religious instruction. ' Bad homes and

ifferent mothers are the. breeding
places of crime is indeed true. The
great peril of our country lies in. the
lack of good homes. Many a child

Because of home surroundings has been
dbomed to a life of infamy, and been

surrounded with only evil from ijts

Arth that it has not even had the

. ‘benefit of a choice. A terrlble injus-

tice has been inflicted upon such a
child and an inestimable loss to our
nation. |
# Where the child first learns that he

n refuse to obey constituted author-
ity with impuity is at the home. When
lhwlessness prevails and disobedience
is unrebuked, that same spirit of law-
lessness is-sure to display itself in the
after life of the boy. Show me a home
where there exists no lawful authority
and I will show you a home which
sends out the worst delinquents, When
there is no dicipline there is no mental
or moral balance, But if the evil lies
at the home, the process for its preven-
tion must begin at the home also.

Mothers who neglect their children
must be taught the sacredness of the
Ghild life and their responsibility to-
wards their children, both in the in-

—terest ‘of the child and itself and also
in the interest of the nation or the
community to which the child belongs
¥ admit that there are great difficulties
in getting at or in homes, but these
¢in be overcome. Among the many
ways there are our Clergy, our Sunday
and Day School Teachers, and our

Scouts. By these and other methods
a willing entrance to the home can be
effected. It is impossible to improve
the condition of things unless mothers
are taught that their pleasures, to a
large extent, must be given up end that
the child’s interest must always come

st. - Like the mother of Moses, who,
when her child was given to her by

!’haroah’s daughter to nurse, she saw
in him a godly child, a child given to
her by God, to train for some special
purpose in life, she gladly gave up all
tb, become his nurse and be an instru-
mMent to carry out God’s purpose in her
son, So our mothers must bhe taugnt
to see that in their children lies some
high purpose, and that they are a gift
from God to them to fit them in after
life to carry out the purpose for which
they have been given.

Lord Shaw’s Opinion.

Speaking recently before the Cana-
dian Bar Association held in Victoria,
Lord Shaw said: “What an influence
on life is the home.” “If,” he said, “to
the learning required at the university,
you add character and faith dnd add
the influence of home, you add the
greatest treasure of life. A treasure
that cannot be measured and yet its
force may mould character from gen-
eration to generation.”

In old Bible days there was a belief
in the sacredness of children. Every
Hebrew mother had high hopes for
the futire of her child, and saw in him
g (Saviour for her nation. Such hope
led her to train, watch over, venerate
snd love her child above all else in the
world. This love on her part created
& wonderful love in the child on his
K:t for home and also deep love for

he nation to which he belonged. If
we instill into our mothers high and
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<|work, and that is corporal punishment

lofty /hopes and aspirations, as to the
future of her child, the result will soon
be seen in the child itself. Happy the
mother and happy that nation who
sees in their children what God intend-
ed them to be and trains them for the
fulfilment of the duties of that inten-
tion.

No child should be so sacred to its
mother as her own, and no duties so
paramount as sthat of her own home.
May it never be said of our moilkers
that “they were made keepers of the
vineyards, and their own vineyard they
have not kept” Mothers cannot guard
their children so carefully, especially
have they to be kept from bad envir-
onment and bad companions. Fish
take their color from the water in
which they swim, so the lives of our
children are colored by their surround-
ings. When our homes are what God
intended them to be, wher¢ the light
of a mother’s love shines bright and
that light kindles a fire in the heart of
a child. When our homes became
light-houses for the erring child, and a
temple for the one who has gone astray,
a resting place for the ones who are
tired and weary a home of joy and re-
freshment, a home where “the kettle is
éver singing and the water is always
hot,” then will be said of Canada that
no country on earth surpases her in well
being of her rising generation.

Care of Feeble-Minded.

In regard to the increase of -delin-
quents, it must not be forgotten that
a.large proportion, more than one-half
of our delinquents, are feeble-minded,
and ' they become delinquents because
of their misfortune. If we wish to
decrease the number of our delin-
quents we must do more than we are
doing to provide adequately for the
care of our feeble-minded. They are
the victitns chiefly of heredity and esch
Province in the Dominion owes it to
themselves to make adequate provision
for those who are not capable of fully
caring for themselves. In our Province
our Government has realized this need
and an act Has lately been passed to
establish and equip an industrial farm
for the care of feeble-minded.

In referring to good home .training
necessary to child welfare we must not
forget that this includes religious in-
struction. This must even take the
first place in a training and education
of a child. Education of a child is the
only means to an end and that end is
service. No one can be trusted to
serve who has not had proper religious
training; it would be too dangerous,

prominent educator has well said,
the most important education is
through the Bible. We must never for-
get that England owes her greatness
to an open Bible, Let no child grow
u;» ignorant of that Book, it is a peril
of our Nation’s future welfare, In
Germany the number of juvenile con-
victions increased in three years from
1892 to 1895, fifty per cent, and this
went on increasing at a still greater
rate till the end of the war. The popu-
lation of Germany to England is as
five to three, yet the proportion of
crime is as 20 to 421. What is the sec-
ret? It is not in education, for in Ger-
many the Universiy men are as 14 to
every 10,000. In England of 5 to every
10,000, and in America 10 to every 10,-
000, No. Not lack of education, but
the -secret is that Germany with a
population nearly twice that of Eng-
land has less than one million Sunday
School scholars. While England has
5,000,000, In 1917, in Germany, child
conviction became so numerous that
their Minister of Justice said, “Crime
among the children is terrorizing.”
. Late Charles Dudley has said, “That
a boy or girl without a fair lmowledgel
of the Bible is an ignoramus.” In Ten- |
nyson will be Yound 400 illustrations
fiom the Bible; in Brdwning 600, in,
Shakespeare 700, and in Milton 1000. |
One-half of the world’s greatest paint- !
ings are inspired ‘by the Bible. To
;r;g‘crstand them, you must know the

e.

Great Public Peril,

Capada needs now more than ever
to impress upon our people the need
of home care of their children, espec-
ially now as mothers are seeking so
much work in public life, I repeat, the
.great peril of our country lies in the
laék of good homes, Our children who |
live after us fix the moral standard of |
our race, and that standards depends on |
that which js placed before them in |
their youth. :

One thing more to be mentioned.!
and I refer to it simply in the language '
of Scripture. It concerns the use of |
the rod, which mothers are told must
not be forgotten, The proper use of it!
prevents many an act of delinquency. |
We are told in that Book' that “The'
rod and reproof gives wisdom, but a
child left to himself brings his mother
to shame.” (Prov. 29-15.) “Chastety
thy son while there is hope, and let not
thy soul spare for his crying” (Prov. !
19-18.) “Withhold not correction from !
thy child, for if thou beatest him with
a rod he shalt not die. Thou shalt beat
him with a rod and shall deliver his
soul from hell” (Prov. 23.19.) “A
foolish son is the heaviness of his fno-
ther.” (Prov, 10-1),

The absence of the birch behind the
door is perhaps the explamation as to
why so many of our children go wrong.
Perhaps this solves the mystery of so
many delinquents. There is just onei

kind of discipline that really does its;

and the parents who withhold ‘it when~
needed are to blame. Physical punish-
ment has gone out of fashion, and mor-
a] suasion has taken its place. But how
Kttle one of these little chaps cares
about moral suasion, but he does wor- |
ry over a sound thrashing, Lax and |
weak parents spare the rod but the
child is spoiled, Our delinquent children
begin by doing what they like at home.
Staying out late at nigat, refusing to
go to school, and this, with bad asso- |
ciations and disobedience to authority.
brings but one result_they betome in
after life our criminals,

In oconclusion I might suggest a
change in our Reformatory system. We |
thave in our city two institutions where |
delinquent boys may be sent. They are |
both well managed, and in each insti-|
tution there is in charge the round man
in the round hole. But the evil is that |
being in the city the opportunity to
train the boys to eventually become
useful citizens is' limited. These insti- |
tutions should be outside the cRy lim-

\

' Erwin ?Gf:j(loj/

Philadelphia, Dec. 27—It was a sad
Christmas for Mrs. Emma C. Bergdoll,
wealthy Philadelphia widow, mother of
America’s two most prominent draft
dodgers. :

Both of the sons she so industriolsly
preserved from the rigors ‘and discom-
forts of army life were conspiciously
absent from the family board on Christ-
mas Day.

Grover C. Bergdoll is “somewhere in

Abkove
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Germany,” where he is something of a
matinee idol* for having successfully
evaded being drafted into the U. S.
army and the prison sentence that fol-
lowed.

A pardon has been asked for Erwin
R. Bergdoll, the othet son, now serving
a four-year term in Fort Leavenworth
for evading the draft.

When the news got ’round that
“Mamma” Bergdoll had ordered turkey

Santa Didn’t Bring 'Em Back; Was
Drear Christmas For Mama Bergdoll

Emma C..Bef:ério//

with cranberry sauce and set a plate
for Erwin at the Christmas dinner this
year, District-Attorney Coles got busy.
He had a bench warrant issued for
Bergdoll’s arrest on civil charges pend-
ing since 1920. The minute he is freed
this will be served on him, and he will
be returned to jail. j

Bergdoll was tried and sentenced for
the federal offense, but the civil charge
has never been heard.

farm work and industries of different
kinds.

I

! Sound Bodies Needed. :
| -1t is with great regret that we find
the: number of those bnought before
{the court, too many with pale faces
and weak bodies. The resul? is I believe
 from malnutrition and neglect, It has
| been stated that the records of hun-
I dreds of school children show that over
| twerity-seven per cent, is below the
istandard weight, To educate children
|and then send them out to serve with
| frail and weak bodies and poor con-
| stitution is a waste of money., We must
!give a sound body with a sound mind
| to get good results. We, in Canada, lose
.through neglect at our homes 2,500
“children through death before they ar-
I rive at one year of age, and the same
mumber of stillborn, What this loss
means to Canada no one can say. This
loss is not confined to Canada, but is
wiorld-wide. -~ The population of the
world is said to be about two billions.
Of this number seventy million are
said to be sick all the time, and thirty-
five million die every year, Twenty-
cight million are said to be needlessly
sick, and nine million of deaths could
be postponed, If this is correct, what
a burden the world carries, through
neglected homes and uncared for chil-
dren, Some provision should be made
to prevent the evil i

1 do not desire to be a pessimist in
this matter. We have here the best of
teachers and splendid schools. We have
good officials and the Government will-
ing to provide the best in the interests
of the child. The fault lies not here
but, as T have sought to show, through
the “neglected home.” We have good
laws and ‘regulations, but let these be
ever so perfect, if fathers and moth-
ers do not realise their obligations, but
little can be .done., ‘

I must refer also to the wonderful
work being done in our city by tae
Childrens’ Aid Society and other dif-

| ferent . Societies, who deal with the

problems of child welfare, - The lady
members of these Societies especially
seem to carry willingly the heavy bur-
den, We could not do without them.
Their assistance, aid and advice, can-
not be told. All honor to the self-sac-
rificing women who are determined to
see that our needy children are not de.
prived of their birth-right, and who
have taken the flotsam and jetsam of
life and turned their faces up¥ards
and led them in the pahts thal make
for virtue -and industry.
J. J. HUNT,
Judge Juvenile Court

A horrible fear seized juvenile
Brownsville, New York, on Christmus
Eve, and worry kept many pairs of
youthful eyes wide for hours after bed-
time. Spreading fast, as ill-tidings do,
came this dreadful report: Santa Claus
fell off a box at Broadway and Gates
Avenue, lost his whiskers and cut his
head and would not be able to come
down the chimney. The worst of it
was that parents could not explain that
there really was not any occasion for
anxiety. Some, in truth venttred the
belief that it was Santa’s brother, Kris
Kringle, who fell off the box, but none

|dared say anything about Ralph V.

Ballara of the Volunteers of America.

Ballard, with make-up and bell, was
presiding over the red brick chimney
at Gates Avenue and Broadway last
evening.. The coins were jingling in
merrily and the crowd of folks pushed
up so close .that Ballard tipped off his
box and toppled intogthe gutter. He
rapped his head smartly, against the
curb and—amazing catastrophe for the
vouthful ' onlookers—his long white
beard was actually tore out by the
roots: While Ballard was lying still,
several youngsters were . blubbering.
Policeman Max Mildebrand = of the

its, and with sufficient land and pre- Ralph Avenue Station came along and i patched up Ballard, who retired to the
mises for carrying on and teaching even before he assured himself that Volunteers’ headquarters.
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TESTS T0 JUDGE

WORKERS'FITNESS

Psychological ~ Corporation
Plans Examinations to De-
termine Ability of Appli-
cants.

—

New York, Dec. 28.—Tests to deter-
mine the fitness of individuals for
clerical positions, similar to the intelli-
gence tests by which psychologists
graded nearly 2,000,000 recruits in the
late war, have been worked out by the
Psychological Corporation. In a state-
ment issued after the first ‘annual
meeting of the board of directors the
Psychological Corporation announced
its readiness to give tests “in the valid-
ity of which we have confidence.”

The Psychological Corporation, which
was incorporated under the laws of the
State of New York last year, and
which boasts that “there are but few
corporations all of whose directors
will: be found in ‘Who’s Who,’” is also
developing tests to determine, among
other things, the qualifications of stud-
ents to enter college, ' whether indi-
viduals have a sufficient degree of
musical, talent to warrant their invest-
ment of time and money in musical
study; tests for memory and general
psycho-physical | examination.

J. McKeen Cattell, president of the
corporation, in his annual report to the
directors, ‘disclosed that the stock of
the corporation is owned entirely by
166 psychologists.

Simifar to Army Tests.

The intelligence tests which the cor-
poration would .apply tp business in
connection with its work for the gen-
eral advancement of psychology are
similar to those employed in the selec-
tive assignment of recrnits during the
European war. Psychological tests
have been adopted to determine the fit-
ness - of prospective students by many
of - the largest universities and colleges
of the East.

Mr. Cattell was re-elected president
of the Psychological Corporation; Wal-
ter Dill Scott, first vice-president;
Lewis M. Terman, second- vice-presi-
dent; Dean R. Brimhall, secretary and
treasurer. Professor Edward L. Thorn-
dike of Columbia was re-elected chair-
man of the hoard of directors; and for
terms of four years on the directorate
the following were also re-elected:
James R. Angell, president of Yale
University; W. V. Bingham, Carnegie
Institute of Technology; Professor
Cattell Raymond Dodge, Wesleyan
University; S. 1. Franz, Government
Hospital for the Insane, and G. Stan-
ley Hall, Clark University.

“The Psychological Corporation is
giving examinations for the position of
typist and office assistant, stenog-
rapher, private secretary, bookkeeper,
and other clerical work Wwith the use
of imtelligence tests and other methods
that have been developed  in recent
years by experimental research,” says
the first announcement of the cor-
poration’s readiness to get down to the

Ballard’s hurt was slight, he replaced
the whiskers, for that was the thing
that was catising the most concern. Dr.
Zevelin of Wyckoff Heights Hospital

practical “application of psychology to
business.” -

“The selection of employes is of fun-
damental importance, but all do not
have equal skill ip judging character,
intelligence and ability. = Letters of
recommendation and personal appear-
ance are often misleading. General in-
telligence and special skill, which can
be measured, give more useful infor-
mation. Indeed, a test such as we can
make in an hour probably gives more
reliable information  concerning the
competence and desirability of a
typist and office assistant than an em-
plover usually obtains after a month’s
trial.

Ordinary Metho§fs Crude.

“The ordinary methods of obtaining
employes are crude and wasteful,
whereas as in the case of typists, sten-
ographers, clerks, bookkeepers and
secretaries psychological methods of
selection are now  adequate. By the
use of these methods perhaps $100 on
the average is saved in time and in bet-
ter results each time a new employe is
engaged, and there is a possibility: of
obtaining one worth many times that

| amount. :

“We are able to give the position of
a typist in her group—for example,
that she is probably better than ninety
per cent., but not so good as ten per
cent, of the typists working in New
York City. This is information that
we alone have.

The general character of the exam-
ination at present used for typist and
office assistant is as follows:—

“(1). The applicant fills in a blank,
giving full information in regard to
age, parentage, education, experience
and qualifications;

“(2). She (or he) is given a hundred-
word business- letter and writes it as
quickly and as accurately as she can
on the typewriter.

“(3). She then writes the same letter
from memory. :

“(4). She copies and corrects in her
handwriting a letter of 100 words from
a draft in which ten of the words are
omitted and must be supplies and in
which there are ten errors in spelling,
ten errors in capitalization and ten er-
rors in punctuation and paragraphing.

“(5.) She sorts alphabetically undgr
States and towns as quickly and ac-
curately as possiblé envelopes or cards
containing names and addresses in
handwriting of average legibility.

“(6). She finds and records as quick-
ly as she can call numbers arranged
to eliminate practice with the ordinary
telephone book.

“(7). An intelligence test is made of
the general character used by phychol-
ogists in the army to test 1,726,966 re-
cruits. The applicant checks as quick-
ly and correctly as possible the an-
swers to a series of questions which
by experience 'have been found to
measure general intelligence.

“(8). The applicant is finally rated
(when possible, independently by two
examiners) on the four following
groups of traits:

“(a) Physical qualities (age, health,
manners, etc.).

(b) Character.

“(c) Ability.

“(d) Training and experience,

.“From these tests and examinations
we assign, by the best methods at pres-
ent at our disposal, a rating for gen-
eral intelligence and special training,
which to the best of our knowledge
gives the position of the applicant in
her group. Thus, if a typist is given
a rating of thirty it means that about
seventy per cent. of all typists are not
so good as she, and about thirty per
cent. are better.® To this position it is
possible to assign a probable error, for
example, that the chances are even that
the position assigned is correct within
six pnc(‘s." '

(HOOSES BRIDE
FROM PICTURE

New Empress of China is|

Unusually Beautiful and
Her Father is Very Weal-
thy.

Peking, Dec. 1—(By Mail).—Al-
tbough young Emperor Hsuan Tung
had never seen his bride face to face
until in the midst of the wedding cere-
mony the other day, he had a fairly
good idea of whdt she looked like,
heving studied the photographs of var-
jous Manchu princesses last spring and
frem them he selected his wife.

Following the selection, it is report-
ed, the fifteen-year-old Princess Kue
Chia Si, in company with other Manchu
maidens of high birth, walked through
the courtyard of thé Forbidden City,
while the Emperor gazed at her from
behind drawn curtains and made up
his mind that the photograph had not
been deceptive; that he made no mis-
take in his choice.

The empress, small and slender, is
the daughter of one of the wealthiest
Manchus in China and is much) more
beautiful than most Chinese maidens. A
Manchu, she does not bind her feet.
She uses paints and cosmetics as frank-
ly as the Canadian flapper. Her jet
black hair reaches to her knees. Her
features are well-formed and quite pro-
nounced; the ridges of her nose bcing
almost acquiline, The eyes are very
long and derk with heavy lashes, hut
they do not slant upward in the exag-
gerated way so often seen in piciures
of Chinese in Canada. All in all, she
is quite beautiful, according to Oriental
standards, and good looking dnd charm-
to Occidental eyes.

The wedding which brought an influx
of Manchus from all parts’of the an-
cient empire, was solemnized on De-
cember 1. The princess was carried in
a sedan across the moat that surrounds
the. Emperor’s Palace within the For-
bidden City and through the great
thriple-arched gateway. 'The ceremony
commenced at dawn, The princess and
her train passed down an avenue of
flowers, lighted by long rows of horn
lanterns, the tribute brought to the
throne by the bar inlang. provinces in
days that have passed.

The boy Emperor, rising in his rich
imperial rainment from strong groups
of Manchus princes, dukes and banner-
men, suddenly Feleased an arrow from
his bow skywards to disperse the evil
spirits ‘that might be hovering about
to do mischief, - Then he greeted the
princess, her face still veiled.. - .

The Chinese wedding dress is dif-
ferent. from all others, for it contains
no fabrie, consisting merely of ropes of
diamonds, peals and mother of pearl,
held together by the most delicate of
silken threads. The Emperor, and his
new empress walked slowly past the
multitude, while priests chanted and in-
cense was burnt, and the first day’s
ceremonies were over.

On the following day they visited all
imperial relatives, a part of the ritual
accompanied by much feasting, and
then gradually settled down to the or-
dered and exectionally exclusive domes-
tic routine as residents of the Forbidden
City, monarchs in title only, and trust-
ing mainly in the generosity of ‘'a friend-
raaintenangce. .
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OOD home-made
# bread has always
been the chief food
of theearth’s sturdiest
races. None of the
breakfast foods or
health foodscan equal
breadin nourishment.
Good bread is the
most digestible food as
well as the cheapest.

Senator De Veber Comes East.

Lethbridge, Alta, Dec. 29—Senator
Leverett George De Veber, M.D.,
pioneer medical man and politican, is
leaving Lethbridge and moving to Ot-
tawa early in the New Year. After
twenty-nine years as medical health
officer of this city, the senator has re-
signed. He will be succeeded by Dr.
Laverty. ;

FORGER USED <
LAWYERS' LAYITY

Prisoner Says it was Easy to
Find Blank Checks and
Signatures to Copy—Cap-
tured in Office Building.

4 |

New York, Dec. 27 — Lawyers
careless of the way they leace yalus
papers - and money about their desk
said William Carpenter when he was
arrested on the sixteenth floor of 165
Broadway trying to get into a lawyer’s
office. That is the reason he gave for
making a speciality of forging law-
yers’ names taq checks, which, the po-
lice records show, had gained him eight
cenvictions since 1913 under the n
of William Calder.” A pawn ticket
with the name on it was found in his
pocket.

He was found in the office building
at 7 oclock by Michael Micenti, a
special officer, who took him to the Old
Slip police station. When he was tak-
en to police headquarters it was said
that he had a record of having served
time in Elmira and Sing Sing. He said
he has been living in the Mills Hotel at
Seventh avenue and thirty-sixth street.

Carpenter, or Calder, first forged a
check when he was a clerk in the office
of Nichol, Anable, Fuller & Sullivan
in 1918, His fondness' for baseball led
him astray, he is reported to have said,
and he forged the names of DeLancey
Nichol and Cortland V. Anabke to
checks and started around the baseball
circuit” with ‘one of the local major
league teams. When he was arrested he
was let off with a suspended sentence.
He told the police that it was always
easy to get a cancelled check with a
lawyer’s signature and then find a blank
check on which to forge the name. He
was held under $5,000 bail in the
Tombs police court. \

The Dokay Minstrels held their first
rehearsal last evening in the Pythian
Castle Hall under the direction of H.
W. Bromfield. The practice was very
successful and some real talent was’

displayed by many of the performers.
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GREETINGS

The Pleasure of Wishing You

AN ABUNDANGE OF 600D HEALTH, HAPPINESS
AND PROSPERITY FOR 1923

is Ours

CHAS. MAGNUSSON & SON
54-56-58 Dock Street,

St. John, N. B.
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"CIGAR

Canada’s greatest value!
Fine tobacco! Fine flavor/
Even burning! Easy
drawing! Enjoyment in
every puff.




