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his shrine and the bird was much put out. After«>me weeks the female appeared; he had literXdrummed up a mate; his urgent and oft-repeated aJvertisement was answered. Still the drumming Sidnot cease but was quite as fervent as before. If a

TdITili •Vk"" ^^ drumn-ing she could be kept

nnt 1 1 •'^^ ^^ "^'^ drumming; courtship shouldnot end w.th marriage. If the bird felt musical before, of course he felt much more so now. Besides
that the gentle dcties ne. :.d propitiating in behalfof the nest and young as well as in behalf of the mate.After a time a second female came, when there waswar between the two. I did not s'ee them come toblows but I ;,aw one female pursuing the other aboutthe place, and giving her no rest for several days »

She was evidently trying to run her out of the nei^-
bourhood Now and then, she, too, would drum briefly,
as if sending a triumphant message to her mate.The woodpeckers do not each have a particular dryimb to which they resort at all times to drum, like"
the one I have described. The woods are full ofsuit^le branches, and they drum more or less here

f^r^- Tv ''"' ^^' '*' favourite spot, like the grouse,
to which it resorts, especially in the morning The"
sugar-maker in the maple-woods may notice that thissound proceeds from the same tree or trees about his
canip with great regularity. A woodpecker in my
vicinity has drummed for two seasons on a telegraph-
pole and he makes the wires and glass insulators rinir "
Another drums on a thin board on the end of a lone
grape-arbour, and on still mornings can be heard along distance.

«.A'"ri
""^

?'*°V" * Southern city tells me of a
red-headed woodpecker that drums upon a lightning-"
rod on his neighbour's house. Nearly every clear, stSlmommg at certain seasons, he says, this musical rap-


