
I I

(4 )

V.fianro of tllvinc gowdncfs. Auq], on

occafion of ^vzit calan.ities, or where

fuch r.ppcarcJ to threaten them, Nations,

^.> wqU avlRdividuals, have let apart, in

token of their humiliation before GOD,

certain feafons for folemn fadinp;.

It may not be improper, confidcring

ilie nurpofe for which we are^fiemblcd,

this day, to premife a few words on tlic

nature of a Faft.—The greatcft, and

\v arn^.cft, difputes have ever arifen from

the mcrAiil trifles. Mankind have often

been divided about external ceremonies

T

yet external ceremonies are of very little

confequcnce. Whether a nvm fhould fit,

orftand, orbend the knee,inthe prefence

of tuii Maker, when he addrelTes him in

the language of praife and adoration/,

wlicrher, or not, he fhould appoint, fur

periodical ar.d folemn approaches to the

throne cf Grace, fome particular diy,

the twelftli-r.r fourteenth of the moon ;

whether he (liould repeat certain prayers,

^^y_ in wiiite garments or black, with his
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