
.oTHB WEALTH OF NATIONS.

ant!i) uhprodu£tive of any valiic, and docs not

fiK or realize itfclf wi any permanent fubjctft, or

vendible commodity, wKich endures after that

labour is paft, and for which an equal quantity

of Jabour could afterwards be procured. i he

fovercign* £br example, with all the officers both

ofjuftice and war who (crye u der him, the whole

army snfl navy, are .unprodudive labourers.

They are the (erviants of the public, and are

maintained : by a part of the annual produce of

the iiiduftry of other people. Their fervice, how

hondurabte, how ufcful, or how necefldry foever,

produces nothing for which an equal (|uantity of

fcrvice can afterwards be procured. The pro-

tc£kion, fecurity, and defence of the common-
weahh^ the effcft of their labour this year, will

not porchafe its protcdtion, fecurity, and defence

for the year to come. In the fame clafs mud be

ranked, (bme both of the gravefl and «rtioft im-

portant, ahd fome of the moft frivolous pro-

fcfllons : churchmen, lawyers, phyficians, men of

letters of all kinds j players, buffoons, • muficians,

opera-lingers, operandan cers, &c. The labour

of the meancft of thefe has a certain value, regu-

lated by the very fame principles which regulate

that of every other fort of labour ; and that of

the nobleft and moft ufeful, produces nothing

which could afterwards purchafe or procure an

equal qua|ntity of labour. Like the declamation

of the aftor, the harangue of the orator, or the

tune of ih^ mufician, the work of all of them

perilhes in the very inllant of its produftion.
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