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ment which has heen crowned with the most signal

success. Lord Bussell's despatches^ written in that

year, conferred self-gfovernment on the North Ameri-

can Provinces. Not self-government, in the sense

in which some shallow politicians in this country

advocate it now, and who, if permitted, would des-

troy this Empire ; but self-government to the full

extent that it was then demanded^ self-government,

which did not change our allegiance, that guarded

every Treaty and every prerogative of the Crown,

but which left us free to change our cabinets, dis-

pense our revenues, control our officers, open our

lands, and regulate our trade. Above and beyond

all that Lord Russell has ever done, or said, or writ-

ten, not excepting his services in passing your own

Eeform Bill, when he dies, his fame will rest upon

his despatches and on his colonial policy of 1839.

The system then established has spread to the East-

em and African Colonies, and it will continue to

spread, wherever hereafter our people occupy the

waste portions of the earth, and establish a British

community.

Under that system the North American Provinces,

for the last twenty years, have grown and thriven.

Old controversies have been settled, old grievances

redressed, old abuses. swept away. We have no

disputes with England, except when you send us a

Governor deficient in constitutional training, tact,

and common sense. The authority of the Crown is

everywhere sustained by a parliamentary majority.


