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Every Day new Matter, and furtlier circumftancts arife,

uhich confirm and ftrenghten the Sentiments of the Peti*

ttoncrs, as exprefTed in their Petitions. And they are now
fully convinced, that, unlefs a proper Conftitution of Govern-

ment is eftablifhfd immediately for thnt Country, the whole

Affairs of the Province miift inevitably fall into fuch extreme

confufion as will operate to the entire Ruin of their fortunes,

and ultimately the abfolutc Deftrudlion of the Province.

It is not neceflary to enter into any detail of the Reafons

•which have induced me to defer applying; to Parliament on
ihcf ^ Affairs during the Two lad Seffions, as the Circum-

ftances are within the Recolledlion of every Member of this

Honourable Houfe.

Thefe Petitions were framed and agreed on in Public

Meetings held for that Purpofe, in the Cities of Quebec
and Montreal ; and Committees were then named and
appointed by the People, to forward and fupport them.

In thefe Petitions, Sir, the Inhabitants of the Province

of Quebec have expofed to this Honourable Houfe, that

their fituation has become truly deplorable by the Operation

of the Syftem of Government eftabliflied for that Province

by the Afb of the Fourteenth of His Majefty, commonly
called the " Quebec Aft.'* And they have likewife thought

it their Duty to point out, for the Confideration of Parlia-

ment, thofe Reforms which, in their Apprehenfion, will tend

moil effedtually to promote the Happinefs and Profperity of
the Province, and at the fame time to give due Strength,

Ehergy, and Support to its Government.

As His Majefty's Minifters have fubmitted to this Ho-
nourable Houfe a Bill, profeffedly defigned to remedy the

Evils of the prefent Syftem, it is unneceffary for me to

enter into a Detail of the Diftreffes which the People of
that Province have buffered from the Confufion and Uncer-
tainty bf the Laws, and the Want of determinate Rules and
fixed Principles in the Courts of J uftice j though I am con-

fident the Detail wCuld aftonifh every Member of this

Honourable Houfe, as it muft be Matter of Surprize that

fuch a feries of Anarchy and Oppreffion fliould have been

permitted
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